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CHAP. L 

\jf the Equipment of the Squadron. Its pajfage 
from St. Helen'/ to the IJland of Madeira, 
^ntb a Jhort Account of that Ificmd, The 
pajfage fro7n thence to . St. Catherine^. That 
IJland defer ibed. 



^''k^ N the year 1736, a war with Spain 
^ I yf^ appearing inevitable, it was pro- 
^ -Jj^ pofed to cut ofFall the principal re- 
'^f^^ffr^l^i^fl^ fources of the Spaniards, and to de- 
- prive them of the returns of that 
treafure, which alone, could enable them u> 
carry on a war againil Great Britain, For this' 
purpofe fevcral projefts were examined, aud 

* Nonv the Right Hon. Lord Anfon, Jif/;::ral 
^ the white, aidjirji Lordof thi AixvXx y.\\> y 

Vol. VII, B «• 



2 Commdore An soN*$ VOYAGE 
refolations taken by the council, and it w 
at length determined that Mr. Jnjon ihould : 
fent with a fquadron to the South Seas, but tl 
execution of this projed was delayed, and, ii 
decdf fuch meafures were taken as had a n 
tural tendency to render it inefFeaual j f 
though a confiderable number of land fore 
were at firft allowed, it was at length, fro 
fome flrange in^tuation, agreed, that on 
98 marines (hould go on board, and that ii 
flead of land forces, their place fhould be fu] 
plied with 500 invalids, collefted from the ou 
penfioners of Chelfea college. Of-thefe tl 
moft crazy and infirm were chofen for this I 
borious and hazardous undertaking, and the 
who had the free ufe of their limbs defertin 
none were left for this important enterprii 
but the moft decrepid and miferable obje^ 
that could be coUefted out of the whole bod 
The voyage was alfo retarded by the Comm 
clore's being obliged to take on board t\ 
agent viftu^lers, with merchandize to the v 
lue of 15,000/. which they were to cxchan 
on the coafts of the South Sea for provifior 
By thefe, and many other delays, the voya 
was deferred till the feafon of the year wh 
the weftcrly winds are generally conftant a 
very violent, and the diliiculties and danger 
the paflage the greateft ; and, in (hort, till t 
Spaniards were fully acquainted with the x\ 
jn2rB]'s deflination. 

^ On the iSth of September y 172^0, tV A 

■mir/iJ for fear of ruinning tY\e ttvtcxv 

^^^J^hcd from St. Jticlcn\ wi& a coivUav^ v 
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cleared the channel in four days. The 
iron coniifted of the Centurion of 60 guns 
400 men, commanded by George Anfon^ 
the Gloucefter of 50 guns and 300 men; 
'^evem of 50 guns and 300 men ; the Pearl 

guns and 250 men ; the JVager of 28 
and 1 60 men ; the Tryal floop of eight 
and 100 men, and two vi^luallers, which 
pinks, the largeil of about 400, ar.d the 

: of about 200 tons burthen. But the 
is continuing contrary, they had the mor- 
Ltion to be forty days in their pafTage from 
ielen^s to Madeira^ though it is often pcr- 
led in ten or twelve. 

'cuUira is fituated in a fine and healthful cli- 
5 *, and is compofed of one continued hill 
confiderable height, which extends from 
to weft. On the fouth fide, the declivity 
iltivated, and interfperfed with vineyards 
country feats belonging to the merchants, 
only confiderable town in the ifland is 
hitdet which is fituated on the fouth, at 
30ttom of a large bay ; it is defended by 
jrh wall with a battery of cannon, and a 
fied cafUe, which ftands on the Loo^ a rock 
rifes above the water at a fmall diftance 

1 the (hore. This town is the only place 
•adc, and the only place where it is poffible 
a boat to land, and even there a violent 

continually beats upon the beach. The 

^hii ijland is in the latitude ^32®. 27'. and 
'tude from London \%^\ to \cj* \ ^tft-* 
rif laU dtrwn in the charts at ii^. 

B 2, '^^"^^ 



•4 'Cmmdore Anson's VOYAGE 
iflahd is juftly famous for its excellent wines^ 
which feem dcfigned by providence for the 
refrelhmcnt of the inhabitants of the torrid 
zoqe. 

Here Mr. Anfon learnt from the Governor, 
that a few days before his arrival, feven or 
eight (hips, fuppofed to belong to the Spaniards ^ 
had appeared to the weft ward of the iiland, on 
whicli Mr. An/on difpatched an - officer in a 
clean light floop to difcover who they were, 
but the officer returned without being able to 
get fight of them. Mr. ^«/i« had great rea- 
ion to fufpeft that thefe fliips were apprifed of 
his deiigns, and were difpatched to prepare the 
Spanijh fettlements for his reception, and the 
juftice of thefe fufpicions afterwards appeared 
from his difcovering that the court of Spain 
had adlually fitted out a fquadron to attend his 
motions, and traverfe his projcdb *^. ^ . 

The Commodore having at this . ifland fup- 
plied the (hips with as much wine, # water, and 
other, refrefhments as they could take in, 
weighed anchor on the 3d of No'vembery and 
the day after, gave orders to the Captains, 
that in cafe the fquadron fhould be feparated, to 
rendezvous at the ifland of St. Catherine's, and 
on the 19th the Indttfiry pink having fulfilled 
her charter party, and her cargo being- divided 
amongft the other vefTels, fhe parted company, 

* The hiftory of the dreadful diftreffes of this 
fquadron, nvhich ivas comnumded by^ Don Jo- 
/^^ Pizarro, is given in chap. IV, ' 
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being bound for Barbadoesy to take in a freight 
for Englandy but in her return from that ifland 
was unhappily taken by the Spaniards, 

Jn this long run, the men grew remarkably 
fickly, fo that many died, and ereat numbers 
were confined to their hammocks, on which 
account the Commodore ordered fix air fcuttles 
to be cut in each fhip, to let in more air be- 
tween the decks. They were affli6led with ca- 
lentures, a kind of fevers that are not only 
terrible while they laft, but even the remains 
of the difeafe often proved fatal to thofe who 
thought themfelves recovered, and always left 
them weak and helplefs. This diforder daily 
increaiing while they continued at fca, they 
were filled with extraordinary joy at the dis- 
covery of the coaft of Brajil^ on the i6th of 
December in the morning, and on the evening 
of the 1 8th, they caft anchor at the north-well 
point of the ifland of St. Catherine's, 

They perceived at a diftance two fortifica- 
tions which feemed intended to guard the paf- 
fage between the ifland and the main, and fee- 
ing two forts hoift their colours and fire feveral 
guns, probably as fignals for aflembling the in- 
habitants, the Commodore concluded that his 
fquadron had alarmed the coaft, and there- 
fore, to prevent confufion, fent a boat with an 
officer on fhore to compliment the Governor, 
and defire a pilot to carry the veflTels into the 
road. The Governor returned an obliging 
anfwer, and having fent them a pilot, they 
anchored in a large commodious ba^ oxi \!^^ 
B 3 OiTi- 



6 Commodore AN80N^*» VOYAGE 
continent, called by the French Bon-Port^ and 
the next <ky moored at St. Catherines, 

As it was necefTary that the care of the fick 
fhould firft employ their thoughts, the Com- 
modore gave orders, that each fhip fhould 
ered two tents, one for the difeafed, and the 
other for the forgeon and his affiflants ; after 
which about 80 nek perfons were landed from 
the CenturioHy and nearly as many from the 
other ihips, in proportion to their number of 
hands. This neceflary duty being performed, 
the ihips were next cleanfed, fmoaked, and 
every part well wafhed with vinegar. After 
which every method was taken to fecure the 
veflels againft the tcmpeftuous weather, the 
people had reafon to expe^ in their pafTage 
round Cape Horn. 

St. Catherine's * though aboijit nine leagues in 
length, is no where above two in breadth, 
and though it is of a coniiderable height, it 
can hardly be perceived at ten leagues diftance, 
it being obfcured by the prodigious mountains 
behind it on the continent of Brajtl. 

This ifland is covered with a foreft of trees, 
that retain their verdure in all feafons. But 
it is fo entangled with underwood, thorns, and 
briars, as to form an impenetrable thicket, ex- 
cept in fome narrow paths made by the inha- 
bitants for their own convenience, and thefe, 
with a few (pots along the fhore facing the 

• This ijlcnd lies in 40**. 45'. nueft longitude 
,/rom London, and extends from the/outh latitude 
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continent, that are cleared for plantations, are 
the only uncovered parts of the ifland. The 
many aromatic trees and fhrubs with which the 
woods abound, render them extremely fra- 
grant. Thefe woods alfo fpontaneouily pro- 
duce many kinds of fruit ; and the produc- 
tions of all climates thrive almoil without cul- 
ture, fo that here are plenty of pine apples, ci- 
trons, lemons, oranges, melons, apricots, 
peaches, grapes, and plantains. There arc 
here alfo great plenty of pheafants, but they 
are far from tailing fo well as thofe in England. 
They have likewile fmall wild cattle relembl- 
ing buffaloes ; thefe, however, are but indif^ 
ferent food, their flefh being loofe, and of a 
difagreeable flavour. The other proviiions of 
the ifland are parrots, monkies, and particu- 
larly fifh of various kinds, which laft, are ex- 
ceeding good, and eaiily caught. The water 
alfo is excellent, and is as fit for the Tea as that: 
of the Thames. 

Thefe advantages are counterballanccd by 
many inconveniences. The woods and hills 
that furiound the harbour prevent a hoe 
circulation of the air; and there is fuch a 
quantity of vapour produced by the vigorous 
vegitation of the place, that the whole coun- 
try is all the night covered with a thick fog. 
In the day-time the men were pcftcrcd with 
mufcatos, refembling the gnats in Engla^td^ 
but more venemous in their flings ; and when 
thefe retired at fun-fet they were fucceeded by 
an infinite number of fand-flies, \vl\ic\\ Trv;>ka 
a mighty buzzing, though they at^ fcoocct\^ 
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to be pefdriveiwith the naked.eye. TM(' 
^te mfts a fi&all pimple in the fiefh, whidHi 
illbon ftttended with a painfol, itching, i>MK 
lihat aiifine from the harveft bog in Ef^lmU^M 
Jhihott the fidlors had a nelanchoUy pioQnk 
jof thi^- imhealthfblnefs of the climate; Mm 
tht Cmimimt alone buried no lefs thaa-sflji 
Hien after fteratrival, and yet the namber*dF% 
lierfick was inthefiune interval increaied frooivE 
80 to 96. ^ ■ . 'iS 

, * The i^udnnf alfp fvfiered many incoinredBi4| 
fnces fiom the form of government^ and new k 
regulations lately eftabli£ed in the iiland. U ^ 
was formerly onlv a retreat for vagabonds and :4b 
out-laws who fled thither from all parts ofBrml "5 
Jdf and who having plenty of provifions, bat £ 
no money, fupported themfelvcs without the f?. 
affiilance of' any neighbouring fettlements.- \ 
While in this iituation they were extremly hof- 
pitable and friendly to fuch foreign fhips a» 
came amongft them ; for as thofe ihips wanted \ 
oidy p^viw)ns,*and the natives wanted only 1 
clothes, the ihips furnifhed them with the lat* \ 
ter in exchange for the former,- and both fides 
were highly pleafed with. this traffick. *But of ' 
late, £nce the .difcovery of- the gold and : 
diamonds on the oppoiite coaft, they had been - 
obliged to fubmit to new laws, and a new form 
of government. They had at this time, in- 
ftead of tlieir former ragged, bare-footed Cap- 
tain, a rovernor named Don Jofe Syiva de Pas^ 
who had a g^arrifon of (bldicts,^ Yvsed {^Itsvdvd- 
Jy, and had a, better knowledge o^ xV^^Sm^^^- 
3j2ce of motley, than Ids more Voive&.'^xt^- 
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ttSbrSy and therefore took feveral methods of 
procuring it, which they were entirely unac- 
quainted with. One of thefe was placing cen- 
tinels at all the avenues to prevent the people 
felling refrefhments to the fhips, except at fuch 
extravagant prices as they could not afford to 
give, pretending he was obliged to preferve 
provifions for above one hundred families, with 
wUch he daily expefted to have the colony re- 
inforced. But this was not the worft part of 
Ms condudl; he was deeply engaged in a 
fmuggling traffick, in exchanging gold for fil- 
ler, by which the kings of Spain and Portugal 
were defrauded of their fifth ; and in order to 
ingratiate himfelf with his Spanijh correfpon- 
dents, had the treachery to difpatch an exprefs 
to ?/«/»r0,lhe commander of the Spanijh fquad- 
ron, fitted out to traverfe Mr. Anjon^s projeds, 
and who then lay at Buenos-Ayresy in the river 
of Platiy with a particular account of every 
circumilance he could fuppofe the enemy de- 
firous of being acquainted with. 

While they were at this ifland they difcover- 
ed a fail to the ofiing, and the Commodore fuf- 
pefting that fhe might be a Spaniard, gave or- 
ders for manning his eighteen oared boat, 
which he fent to examine her, under the com- 
mand of his fecond Lieutenant, before fhe ar- 
rived within the protedlion of the forts. But 
fhe proving a Fortugiufe brigantine from Rio 
Qrande, the , lieutenant behaved with the ut- 
mofl civility, and even refufed to acc^i^X. ^.^"bJsS. 
which iLtic mader would have forced m^otv Vvkv 
ss a prefent. Notwithflanding tVvis tSci^ Gcsvex- 
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nor was greatly offended at Mr. Anfon^z fe 
ixi^ the boat, and reprefented it as a violat 
ot the peace, fubiiiling between the crown 
Great-Britain and Portugal. This ridicul 
blaftering was at firft imputed to no dee 
caufe th;m Don Jtfi^^ infolence, but as he j 
ceeded to charge the Lieutenant, with be^ 
ing rudely, opening letters, and attemptinj 
tafee by violence the very calf he had refi 
to receive as a prefent, there was reafon to 
ped, that he raifed this groundlefs clam 
only to prevent their vifiting the brigant 
when ihe ihould put to Tea again,and difcover 
fccret of his fmuggling correipondence \ 
the neighbouring governors *. 



CHAP. II. 

7he Commodort proceeds from St. Catharine* 
Fort St. Julian*/, ^hat Fort and the C 
try tp the /out h of the Ri'ver of Plate defcri 
His pajfage from thence to Streights le M: 
The diftrejfes of the Squadron in doubling C 
Horn. Its arrival at the IJland c/^ Juan 
nandes. 

TH E ft uadron being refitted, and a 
ply of frefh provinons taken in, it 
fail from St. Catharine^s^ on the 1 8th of J 

* The reader may fee a defcription of the i 
^MK^ra^rZ/'/u^/ ^Brafil in Vol. III. Chap. 
VIII. ajf^IX. 
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wj 1741 9 in order to proceed to a defart and 
inhofpitable coaft, and a more boiflerous cli- 
mate than any they had yet experienced ; and 
diree days after they had a moil violent ftorm, 
attended with fo thicic a fog, that it was im- 
poffible to fee at the diftance of two fhips 
length, fo that the fhips could not diilingaifh 
one another ; however, the next day at noon, 
when the fog difperfed, Mr. Anfon difcovered 
all the (hips of the fquadron except the PearU 
which did not join him till near a month af* 
terwards. However, in this ftorm the Tryal 
floop was a great way to leeward ; for fhe had 
loft her main-maft, and for fear of bilging, had 
been obliged to cut away the raft, the Com- . 
modore therefore bore down with the fquadron 
to her relief, and a great fwell ftill continuing, 
the Gl(mefiervi2i% ordered to take her in tow, 
and again (land to the fouthward. 

On the 1 8th of February they difcovered a 
(ail, when the Severn and Gloucefter were or- 
dered to give chace ; but Mr. Jn/on perceiv- 
ing it to DC the Pearly which had been fepa- 
rated from the fquadron in the ftorm, a fignal 
was made for the Se'uern to rejoin the fquad- 
ron, and to leave the Gloucefier alone in the 
purfnit ; but to the furprize of the fquadron 
it was obferved, that on the Gloucefier*s ap- 
proach, the people on board the Pearl increaf-^ 
cd their fails, and ftood from her. The Glou- 
cefter notwithftanding this came up with them, 
when (he found their hammocks in their net- 
tings, and every thing ready for a.w txv^^^- 
js^cnt. Tie /^Mr/ having joined t\v^CoTvvcwi- 
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dore. Lieutenant ^^^Zr informed him, that 
the lothinfbnt he had feen five Spanijh n 
of war^ which for fome time he imagined 
belong to the Britijh fquadron, and that 
had fuiFered the commanding fhip, which w 
a red broad pendant,, exadly refembling 
Commodore's, to come within gun-fhot of li 
before he difcovered his miftake ; but find: 
that it was not the Centuriorty he croudedfr 
them with all his fail, and happily efcap* 
though the whole fquadron continued the chi 
all that day. 

On the 1 8th of February the fquadron ca 
to an anchor in the bay of St. yulian on i 
coaft of Patagoniuy when the Tryal was imn 
diately put in repair ; and as this port is a c< 
venient rendezous in cafe of feparation, for 
cruifers bound to the fouthward, a defcripti 
of it, and of the coaft of Patagonia cannot 
unacceptable to the curious. 

The country ftiled Patagonia extends. fr< 
the Spanijh fettlements in South-America^ to t 
ftreights of Magellan, It is very remarkab 
that, though the whole country north of t 
river Plate is ftored with immenfe quantit 
of large timber, yet no trees of any kind \ 
to be met with fouth of that river, except 
few fruit trees planted by the Spaniards n< 
Buenos-Ayresy thus the whole eaftern coaft 
Patagonia^ extending 1200 miles in lengt 
and as far back as any difcoveries have been 3 
made, has no other wood than a few infigni 
cant ihrubs. 

T 
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The land however appears to be compofed 

I" of downs, of a dry gravelly foil, covered with 
tufts of long coarfe grafs, interfperfcd with 
I barren fpots, where nothing is to be feen but 
' gravel. In many places mis grafs feeds ini- 
I menfe herds of black cattle, a few of which 
\ were brought over by the Spaniards, after their 
•^ firll fettling at Bueuos-Jyres, and thefe have 
multiplied to fuch a furprizing degree, that 
they have fpread fo far into the different parts 
^ of the country, that they are not confidered 
as private property. Many thoufands of them 
being annually flaughteied by the hunters 
merely for their hides and tallow. Thefe 
hunters are mounted on horfeback, and armed 
with a kind of fpear, which, in (lead of hav- 
ing a blade at the end, fixed in the fame line 
with the wood, is fixed a-crofs. With this 
! inftrument they purfue the beafl, and the hun- 
'. ter wlio comes behind hamftrings him, after 
which the beaft foon falls, without being able 
to rife again, when the hunters cruelly leave 
him, and purfue others, who are ferved in the 
fame manner. Sometimes indeed a fecond 
party attends the hunters to fkln the cattle as 
■ they fall ; but it is faid that at other times, 
^ they" chufe inhumanly to fuiFer the poor crea- 
f tares to languilh in torment till the next day, 
[ from an opinion that the anguifli endured by 
; the animal facilitates the feparation of the 
Ikin from the carcafc ; a barbarous pradice, 
which though the priefts have loudly condemn- 
ed, they have not been able entirely tc^ ^>^^ 
a ftop to it. The flefh of die caix\^ Vl^'t^ vx 
', Vol. VII. C ^^ 
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this manner is left to putrify, orfo bp devoi 
ed by the birds and wild beails, ana 
larly wild dogs, of which there ap6 : 
numbers; thefe are fuppofed to hd 
originally produced by SpaniJhAo^y fr^m B% 
nos-Ayres ; but being allured by the plenty 
carrion, left their mafters, and ran wi 
amongft the cattle. 

Bendes the black cattle annually flaughter 
for their hides and tallow, many of them i 
frequently taken alive, without woundi 
them, for the ufes of agriculture and otli 
purpofes. This is performed with almofl \ 
credible dexterity. The hunters, who i 
mounted on horfeback, take a very ftro 
thong of ieveral fathoms in length, at one e 
of which is a running noofe ; they hold it 
the right hand, and it being properly coiled t 
»nd Sie oppofite end faftened to the fadd 
they ride at a herd of cattle, and when th 
come within a certain diftance of the be 
they intend to catch, throw the thong wj 
fuch exadlnefs, that they never fail to fix t 
noofe about his horns. The beaft genera 
runs, as foon as he finds himfelf entangle( 
but the horfe having greater fwiftnefs, attcn 
him till a fecond hunter throws another no( 
about one of its hind legs, and then both hor: 
inftantly turn different ways, by which mca 
the beaft is prefently overthrown, and wh 
the horfes ftill keep the thongs upon the ftretc 
the hunters alight, and fecure him in fuch 
manner, as eafily to convey him where-e\ 
theypiczfc. They alfo, in the fam« manm 
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noofe horfes ; and there are not wanting per- 
fons of credit who aflert, that by the fame me- 
thod they catch even tigers. 

The horfesy which were originally from 
5/«», are not only prodigioufly cncreafed, 
but have run wild even to a greater diflance 
than the black cattle, and though many of 
thefe arc fine ones, yet their numbers render 
them of fuch little value, that the bell of them 
are often fold in the neighbouring fettlements, 
where money alfo is plentiful, ^or a dollar a 
piece. 

Throughout this whole country there are al- 
io confiderable numbers of vicunnas, or Peru-' 
vian fheep ; but thefe being remarkably fhy, 
and extremely fwift, cannot be killed without 
difficulty. On this coaft too there are vail 
numbers of feals, and a prodigious variety of 
iba fowls ; the moil remarkable of thefe are the 
penguins, which in fhape and fize refemble a 
goofe ; but inilead of wings have fhort flumps 
Hke fins, that are of no u(e to them except 
in the water. Their bills are narrow, and as 
they ftand and walk in an ered pofture Sir 
John Narhorough has whimfically compared 
them to little children (landing up with white 
aprons before them. A principal difadvantage 
in this country is the fcarcity of frefh water, 
which however has been fometimes found in 
Imal] quantities ; but the ponds and dreams 
aM« generally brackilh. 

On this part of tlie coail, which at port Si. 
JtJianis not above joo miles o\w,^wtl<t.OT^% 
to he but Aw inhabitants ; but m t!cv^ Tvwgp^- 
C z ^^^^ 
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boarhood of Buenot-AyreSf whtre the continent 
is near four times as broad, and the climate 
muchmilder, they are fdfficiently numerous, 
and excel the more fouthern Indians in aftivity 
and fpirit. In their bravery they nearly refemble 
thegallant Indians of Chili, who have frequently 
fet the power of Spain at defiance, have often 
ravaged their country, and itill remain inde- 
pendent. They are generally excellent horfe- 
men, and extremely expert in the ufe of all 
military weapons except fire arms, which the 
Spaniards are very foflicitous to conceal from 
them ; and indeed the beft way of fubvercing 
the Spanifij power in America, feems to be that 
of giying due encouragement to thefe Indians^ 
and to thofe of Chili, 

It has been obfervcd by Sir John Narborough 
that port St, yidian produces excellent fait ; 
and that in February, the fait found there was 
fufficient to fill looo fhips ; but on Mr. Anfor^z 
fending an officer to the fait pond, to get a 
quantity of fait for the ufe of the fquadron, he 
found that it was fcarce and bad, which might 
probably be occafioned by the wetnefs of the 
feafon. 

The Tryal being refitted, which was one of 
their principal employments at the bay of St. 
Julian, and the only occafion of their ftay, 
the Commodore held a council of the princi- 
pal officers on board the Centurion, and inform- 
ed them, that he was ordered to endeavour to 
fecure fome port in the South-Seas, where th 
Ihips of the fquadron might be careened ar 
refitted, and propofcd to attack £aUi<i;ta» 
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[ncipal frontier of Chiliy to which the couii- 
unanimouily iagreeing, new inilrudlions were 
iren to the capiains of the f^uadron, import- 
5, that in cafe of a feparation, they were to 
ike the beft of their way to the ifland of 
leftro Senora del Socoro, where ihey were to 
uize only ten days; when,- if they were not 
ined by the Commodore,, they were to pro- 
ed and cruize fourteen- days off the harbour 
Baldi^ia ; and if hot joined by the reft of 
e fquadron, to direA their courfe to the ifland 
Juan Femandes, It was alfo ordered that 
) fliip fhould keep at a greater diftance from 
e Centurion than two miles, without an una- 
)idable neceffity. 

Thefe regulations being cflabliflied, the 
uadron weighed anchor on Friday the 27th 
' February in the morning ; but the Gloucefier 
)t being able to purchafe her anchor, was left 
confiderable way a-ftern, and obliged to cut 
;r cable, and leave her beft bower behind, 
n the 4th oi March, when they were in fight 
'cape Firgin'Mdry, the afternoon being very 
■ight and clear, moft of the captains took 
at opportunity to pay a vifit to the Commo- 
)re; but while they were in company, they 
ere all greatly alarmed by a fudden flame 
irfting from the Gloucefier, fucceeded by a 
3ud of fmoke ; but their apprehenfions were 
on removed, by the information that the 
aft was occafioned by a fjpark from the forge 
Chting on a quantity of gunpowder, and 
her combuftibles, which an ofRcet qti Vi^^x^ 
IS preparing for ufe, in caf^ it. &\o>Q\"iiV».Y^^'^ 
C 3 ^iK^'5^'^ 
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that they fhould engage the Sfamjb fleet ; and 
that it had been extinguifhed before the ihip 
had i-eceived the leaft damage. 

The fquadron found that in thefe high lati- 
tudes, fair weather was of a very ihort dura- 
tion, and that when it was remarkably fine it 
was a certain preface of a fucceedin? dorm. 
The fine afternoon juft mentioned enaed in a 
mod turbulent night, fucceeded by a dreadful 
florm the next morning, which continued all 
day ; but at midnight the wind abated, and 
the fucceeding morning they difcovered the 
land called Terra del FuegOf which aiForded a 
a very uncomfortable profpe6l, it being of a 
flupendous height, and every where covered 
with fnow. 

On the 7 th of March^ they began to open 
the llreights, and had a profped o^ Statenlandy 
an iiland, which in the wildnefs and horror of 
its appearance, £sLr {\iT^2i{[ed Terra del Fuego. It 
feemed entirely compofed of inacceflible rocks, 
which without the leaft mixture of earth, ter- 
minated in a great number of ragged points, 
that arofe to an amazing height ; all of them 
were covered with fnow, and on every fide 
furrounded with frightful precipices, while the 
hills which bear them are generally feparated 
from each other by clefts through the main 
fubftance of the rocks, almoft to their very 
bottoms I nothing can be imagined more dread- 
ful and gloomy ; thefe ftupendous chafms ap- 
pearl ne as if produced by frequent earthquakes. 
The fquadron was hurried through thefe 
/IreJghts by the rapidity of the tide "in about 
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two hoars, though they are between fevcn and 
eight leagues in length. As thefe are ufiially 
reckoned the boundaries of the Pacific and 
Atlantic oceans, the men began to hope that 
their dangers were now almofl at an end, and 
flattering themfelves that they had now nothing 
but an open Tea till they arrived at thofe weal- 
thy coafls, where all their wifhes were center- 
ed, they imagined that they were on the point 
of realizing the golden dreams on which they 
had feafted fo long in imagination. Theie 
pleafing ideas were greatly heightened by the 
brightneffi of the iky, and ferenity of the wea- 
ther, for though the winter was advancing, 
yet the morning of that day was as mild and 
delightful as any they had feen fmce their de- 
parture from England ; but they had fcarcely 
reached the fouthern extremity of the ftreights 
leMaire^ when all thefe pleafing hopes were 
inftantly loft in the prdfpedl of immediate de- 
ftru£tion j for before the fternmoft Ihips of the 
(quadron were clear of the ftreights, the fky 
became fuddenly obfcured, and the wind ftiift- 
ing to the fouthward, blew in the moft violent 
iqualls, while the tide, which had hitherto 
favoured them, turned furioufty and drove 
them to the eaftward with prodigious rapidity, 
fo that they were in the greateft anxiety for the 
two fternmoft veflels the Wager and the Anna 
Pink, fearing left they ftiould be daflied to pieces 
ontheftiore of Btateiiland^ which indeed they 
with the utmoft difEculty efcaped. 

From this day, for about three months, they 
ftruggled with fuch dangers ^ixi ^^\^^^ ^'^ 
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are fcarcely to be parallelled, and had a cond 
nual fucceffion of fach tempeftaoos weatha 
as farprued the oldeft and moft experience 
marinen, who confeiied, that what tfae)r Jia 
hitherto called ftorms, were inconfiderabl 
galesy compared with the violence of thd 
winds, which r^ed fuch fhort and fach momj 
tainoas waves that juftly filled them with coi 
tinoal terror; for had bat one of thefe'wavt 
broke over them, it would probably have fei 
them to the bottom. The (hips rolled ihce: 
ftntly, and the men were in continual danec 
of being dafhed to pieces againft the decl 
and fides of the ihips ; for though they too 
all poffible care to fecure themfelves from thei 
fhocks; hj graiping fome fixed body, yi 
many nieful people were forced from the 
holdy and either killed or (^bled. The 
tempefts were rendered ftill more milchievoa 
from the manner of their approach; for 
the men, after being frequentjy reduced to I 
at the mercy of the waves under their bai 
polesy fbmetimes ventured to make fail, wit 
their courfes double leefed, and the weath< 
proving jnore tolerable, would encourage thei 
to fet ttieir top-fails, the wind would fuddenl 
return with redoubled force, and in an inflai 
tare the fails from the yards ; and to increa 
the diftrefs, thefe blails commonly broug] 
with them a great quanity of fnow and flee 
which froze the fails, and rendered both the; 
and the cordage fo brittle as to fnap upon tl 
flighteft ftrain, while at the fame time it hi 
r numbed the Jimbs of the people, and cv< 
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many of them, by mortifying, their 
md toes. The Centuriofty by labouring 
ofty^fea, in^which (he frequently fhip- 
it*. quantities of water, grew fo loofc 
ippcr-wofks, that (he let in the water 

{earn, and fcarcely any of the officers 
' in dry beds. 

he 23d of March a violent ftorm of 
nail, and rain, fprung the main-yard 

Centurion^ and the foot rope of the 
il breaking, the main-fail itfelf fplit 
r to rags, and in fpite of all their en- 
s to fave it, much the greater part of 
blown over-board. This obliged the 
dore to make a fignal for t':e fquadron 
r to, and the ftorm flatning to a calm, 
)urs were inftantly ufed to repair the 
. They again got under* fail ; but in 
rs were "attacked by aftoA'er ftorm, 
h *the 'Cehtttrton had her myn-Wrbuds 
;en-(hrouds broke. After this' tlrffwea- 

two or three days grew lefs tempeftu- 
1 ufual ; but there was fo thick a fog 

Centurion was obliged to fire a gun al- 
;ry half hour to keep the fquadron to- 

le 31ft the people were alarmed by a 
d from the Glouceftery and a fignal made to 
ith the Commodore, on which the Cen- 
taring down* ta her, it 'wa^' found that 
n-yard was brofce in the flings. This 
ifidered a's a ^€ix. "misfo'rtune, fince 
I detain them the longer in iVv^iX. Vc^Oi^- 
:limate; therefore, to Ihotten \!toA.^ ^^- 
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lay as much as poffible, the Commodore or^ 
dered feveral carpenters to be put on board 
the Gloucefter from the other fhips, that the da^ 
mage might be repaired with the utmoft ex- 
pemtion. And the Captain of th^ Tryal at the 
fame time complaining that his pumps were 
bad, and that the floop made fo much wat$i 
that he was fcarcely able to keep her free, the 
Commodore ordered him a pump ready fitted 
from his own fhip. The next day the iky 
looked dark and gloomy, and the wind be- 
ginning to frefhen and blow in fqualls indica^ 
ed the approach of. a fevere tempefl, and ac- 
cordingly on the 3d of Aprils there arofe e 
dorm, which from its violence and continua- 
tion, exceeded all they had hitherto encoun- 
tered. The Centurion foon received a furious 
ihock from a iea, which breaking over the 
larboard quarter, ftovc in her quarter galleryj 
and ruihed into the fhip like a deluge ; at the 
fame time the mails and rigging were much 
damaged. This dreadful uorm lailed three 
days. On the 8th feveral guns were fired, as 
iignals of diilrefs, when the Commodore mak- 
ing a iignal for the fquadron to bring to, it 
was foon perceived that the Wager had loii 
her mizen-mafl, and main- top-fail-yard, and 
the next day the Anna Pink had her fbre-ilay, 
and the gammon of her bow-iprit broke, and 
was in danger of having all her mails come 
by the board. 

They now began to flatter themfelves with 

hopes that their fatigues were drawing to a pe- 

riod, and that they Ihould foon arrive at a mor«! 
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kofpitable dimate ; for towards the latter end 

^fMarcif, they were, according to their rcc- 

' koning, near ten degrees to the weft of the 

- ! weftermoft point of Terra del Fuego^ and ever 
; fince had teen ftanding to the nothward, with 
; : as much expedition as the turbulence of the 
r I weather would permit ; but thefe delufions on- 
5 i ly ferved to render their difappointment more 
i terrible ; for on the 14th of April the weather, 
/ which till then had been hazy, clearing up, 

the Anna Pink, between one and two in the 

- morning, made a fignal for feeing land right 

- a-head, which being but two miles diftant, 
a they were all in the greateft danger of running 

- a-ihore ; and had the wind blown with violence 

- from its ofnal quarter, or if the moon had not 
s fuddenly flione out, every (hip muft have pe- 
e riihed. This land, to their great amazement, 
» appeared to be Cape Noir^ though they ima- 
e gined they were ten degrees more weftcrly. For 
I , uic currents had driven them fo ftrongly to the 
B eaftward, that when they imagined they ran 
s down nineteen degrees weft, they had not 

- really advanced half that diftance. By this 
t difcovery they found themfelves obliged to 
I ftcer once more to the fouthward, and mftead 
1 of approaching a warmer climate, were again 
, to combat thole terrible blafts tliat had fo of- 
I ten filled them with confternation. Toincreufe 
: their apprehenfions, they were dreadfully en- 
feebled by the men falling flck and dying a- 

i pace. Three days before, they loft fight of 
the Severn and Pearly and though iK^ ftvv^^ 
r were fprcad out in fearch of iKem, Y^^tv^x ^''^^ 



24 ComimAn Akmon's VOYAH3E 

tliem more ; whence it was conclucb^ that t 
had ran upon this land in the nighty and 
peiiihed. Filled with thefedeipon£n^thoug 
they fiood away, to the ibnth-weft, till the : 
of Jfril, when the^ were in upwards of 
degrees of foath latitudei and fix to the ^ 
ofCafi Ndr^ .in which nm they had as &vc 
able weather as could be' expeded : but on 
24th in. the evening ^he wmd increafed t 
prodifioos ftorm, and- the weather being 
Iremely diick^ the four other fhips'of .the f^ 
dron (eparated, nor did ,they 'meet again 
the^ rtzdl^y^ani'arfunu^tSi ^XkAxhtCentm 
dunng this tempieft, had. her ^'fails rent 
pieces, and much'of her rigging broke. 

The fcurvy- had .now For a con fide n 
time made its appearance, and had (pread 
fuch an aftpnifhmg degree, that this- drea< 
difeaie carried oS 43 men from on board 
Centurion only in the month of Jprily . 
double that number in A%, after whicl 
was ilill increaiing. The many forms wh 
in this deftrudlive difeafe attacks the hui 
body, are as aftonifhing as they are unaccoi 
able. * Its fymptoms are inconflant and in 
merable, and fcarcely did the complaint* 
any two pcrfons exaftly refemble each ot 
yet there are fome fymptoms more comi 
than the reft, fuch as large difcoloured fj 
fpread over the . whole body, fwelled 1 
putrid gums, extraordinary laffitude, fup 
ingdejeAion of fpirits, . ihivcrings and tr 
blings, with a difpofition to be fcized with 
accountable terrors on the flv^hteft accidc 
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and whatev^er damped the hopes of the men, 
added new vigour to the diflemper, killed thofe 
who were in the laft flages of it, and con- 
fined thole to their hammocks who were be- 
foie capable of ibme kind of duty. It often 
produced the jaundice, pleurifies, rheumatic 
pains and putrid fevers ; but what is moil ex- 
traordinary, it forced open the fears of wounds 
which had been many years healed, and 
diflblved the callous of a broken bone, 
which had been compleatly formed for a long 
time, fo that the.fradure feemed as if it had 
never been confolidated. Many of the people, 
though, confined to their hianmiocks, were 
chearful, talked in a loud, ftrong tone of 
voice, and eat and drank heartily ; but on 
being only moved in their hammocks from one 
part of the ihip to another, inmiediately expired. 
Others trufting to their feeming flrength, re- 
folved to get put of their hammocks, but died 
before they could reach the deck, and it was 
common to fee the men drop down dead, up- 
on a violent effort of duty. 

On the 8th of May the Centurion arrived off 
the iiland of Socoro, which was the firft rendez- 
vous appointed for the fquadron, fhe waited 
there feveral days to no purpofe, in which (he 
was often in danger of being driven upon the 
rocks ; for there were ftill fuch prodigious fqualls 
that with the greatefl difficulty they kept clear 
of the fhore. In one of thefe fqualls, which 
was attended with violent claps of thunder, a 
fudden flalh darted along the decks, with an 
cxplofioji like that of feveral pvtoVs, ^\v^ ^'^ '^J^ 

Vol. VII. D V^^^^ 
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pafled wounded feveral of the officers s 
men. 

There would be no end in minutely defci 
ing the difafters and terrors, the people 
countered on this coaft, all which increafed 
2 2d ofMajy when the fury of all the ftoi 
they had hitherto endured feemed to be ui 
ed, and to have confjpired their deftrufti 
Almoil all the fails of the Centurion were ff 
and great part of her ftanding rigging bro 
and a mountainous fea taking her upon 
ftarboard quarter, gave her To prodigiou 
ihock, that feveral of the fhrouds broke v 
the jerk, and the ballaft and flores were 
ftrangely ihifted, that the fhip afterwards 
on her larboard iide. By this tremend 
blow, the people were thrown into the 
moft confternation, ftom the dread of imi 
diately foundering ; but the wind abati 
they endeavoured all they could to m 
their fails and repair the damage, dui 
which they were driven afhore on the ifl 
of Chtloe; but the wind' happily Ihifting 
the fouthward, they fleered off land with 
ly the main-fail, the mailer, aind the rever 
Mr. Walter^ the Commodore's chaplain, 
dertaking the management of the helm, w 
the rell were employed in fecuring the m 
and bending the fails. 

This was the laft flormy weather they 
with in that climate ; for after a fortnig 
cruize, without feeing any of the other ih 
the Centurion that day got clear of the h 

!thc weather being pretty modcwLtc, I 
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for Juan Femandesy which was thought 
brd the only chance the men had left to 

periihing at Tea ; for though the harbour 
'aldi'via was the next appointed rendez- 

it was no longer thought on, the fole 

now left being that of iaving the ihip, 
Jie few remaining lives on board. Time 
; now extremely precious, as four, five, 
(ix of the Centurion^s men died in a day, 
ftood dire£Uy for that iiland; but not 
tg it in the portion the charts had taught 

to exped it in, they began to apprehend 
being too far to the wefhvard ; and tho' the 
modore himielf was firmly perfuaded that 
w it on the morning of the 28th, his of- 
, fuppofing it to be only a cloud, a 
>fition which the hazinefs of the wea- 
made probable, it was, on a confnlta- 
refblved to Hand to the eaflward itt the 
[el of the iiland ; but on the 30th of 

having a view of the continent of CM/, 
had the mortification to find they had 
efsly altered their courfe, when they 

in all probability, jufl upon the point 
aking the ifland. Thofe who remained 

were entirely difpirited by this new di(^ 
ntment, and this general dejedion pre- 
g, added to the virulence of the difeafe, 
iie mortality increafed to a moft dreadful 
e. 

thefe calamities were added the painful 
nftance, that on their fbmding to the 
ard in queil of the ifland, they wesc ib 
;d by adms and contrary vnix&St ^^^ "^^ 
D 2 «^ 
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coft them nine days to Regain die weft: 
which they had nm down in two, when tl 
ftood to die eaftwaid. In this de^pondij&; p 
didotty withg^tidiicity'of.'water^ and 
ctfiew fo' diieajted diat'{here''W%is' not>bove 
foremaft nien 'in a' walEcK capable of doing < 

2y and* even •ibm'e of 'theie lame, tUey : 
e lohg-wifhed for ifland of Juim Fernan^ 
on die 9th of ^mify lofing, by this laft i 
take bfe^^en 70 and 80 men» who wo 
doubdefs have been faved had they made 
ifland when the Commodore difcovered* it 
the 28th of' May I but notwithftandine tl 
it will hereafter appear, that this miftake^ 
piovidendally the means of the'prefervatibn 
tSi who furri^ed thisfeemii»;ini8fdrtUne^ 
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ADefcriftion9f'tifkIJlandof]\izxi Fcrnan< 
Hjoitb the Meafures purfued by Mr. Anfon in 
Ifland. The arrival- of the Gloucefter 
Anna Pink ; and a Narrati<ve of the diftr 
the former had endwred^- and nvhat happem 
the latter nuhile at anfhor near .the IJlah, 
Inchin. .'' '» * 

'TT* Hough the Chiturion again difcovered 
X. iil^d^of ^«tf« Feirh^ides on .the n 
of Jkne' a£ day*break,' yet her people \ 
all diat day and the next night ingetdn 
iKidi die land/ and in die middle wiitch the 
hlli'ey of the people was fo great, tiwit 
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I Lienten^nt tduHA only muftcr. two quarter maf- 

' ters and fix'foremaft men, fo ^that had it not 

I been for tKe affiftance of the officers, fcrvants, 

^ and boys, it rmjight-have been • impoflible to 

I have reached tlSeifland' after they had got fight 

; of it : to this wretched condition was the CV«- 

I tttrioft, a fixty gufi- (Hip reduced, which three 

months before had paifed the ftreights le Mat'r, 

with between four and 500 men, almoft all of 

whom were in health and full vigour *. 

On the tenth in the afternoon they got un- 
der the lee of the ifland : they ranged along it 
atabout two miles diftance, and being now near 
the ihore, obferved that the country, which at 
a dillance feemed to be extremely mountainous, 
ragged, and irregular, affumed a very different 
appearance. The broken craggy precipices were 
in moft places covered with woods, and be- 
tween them appeared the fineft vallies, cloath- 
ed with the moft beautiful verdure, and water- 
ed with many ftreams and cafcades. Such a 
fcene, fo beautifully diverfified, muft have been 
delightful to an indifferent fpeftator; but in 
the diflreffed condition of the Centurion*s men, 
who were in a manner languiihing for the land, 

* To afvoid the dreadful diftrejjes indured hy this 
I Squadron in this long and dangerous pajfage^ Mr, 
' Walter ad<vifesj all Jhips loho fail to the South 
Sea not to pafs ftreights le Mair, hut to run to 
the /out h as far as the latitude of Jixty-one orjixty- 
t*wo decrees, and nefver to attempt this pajfage, but 
in the height of fummer^ that is in the montfcs oj 
December a/f^JsLn\iary* 

D 3 "^"^^ 
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and iti vegetable pn>doAi(»is» a fituadon of 
nioiwhidialws^) atttuds tb* fc«rvy» it is 091 
to bs coocctvtd with what tradport and eager- 
nefs thejr viewed tbe ftore^ vidbow inwatient- 
If tbef longed for tke pteni^ the fidn water 
and thie other refreflmiefiu th^ in fight, and. 
Mr. WiJur ob&nres, ** Th^ thofe only who 
'< haie endoredalong (eries, of thirft and can 
** leadily lecal the ^re and agitation which 
^* the ideas alone of ipiings and brooks have 
<* at th^ tune raifed in the^i, can judge of the 
^ emodbtt' with nHiich tbej tfcA, a luge caf- 
** cade of the moft. tran^uurent water, which 
** poured itfdif from a rock near one hundred 
'* feet hi^h into the fea at % fmall diftance from 
** theflup." Thofe who had been long con- 
fined to their hammocks now exerted all the 
Hrength they had left in crawling up to the deck 
to fM, their eyes with the reviving profpeA. 
They thua coafied along the ihore contemplate 
ing the inchantbg landikip, which improved 
as they advanced ; but the night clofed upon 
them, before they had dUcoveied a proper bay. 
At four the next morning the third Lieutenant 
was difpatched with the cutter to difcover the 
bay they fought for, and at noon he returned 
with the boat laden with feals and grafs ; for 
the boats crew did not ftay to fearch for better 
vegetables^ as they well Icnew that even graft 
would prove a dainty, and indeed it was foon 
eagerly devoured. As for the feals they were 
at this infiant rendered lefs valuable by Uie 
j>eople on board having taken, during the 

boat's 
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boat's abfence, a great quantity of excellent 
filh. 

The cutter had difcovered the bay where 
they intended to anchor, and the weather prov- 
ing favourable, the ne^t morning they endea- 
voured to weigh, which with great difficulty 
they performed, by obliging even the fick who 
were fcarce able to fland, to lend their affiflance, 
and at length, by making ufe of their utmofl 
efforts, they got into the bay in fifty-fix fathom 
water. 

The Centurion had not long got her new birth, 
when a fail was difcovered, which, on its nearer 
approach, was found to be the Tryal floop. 
The Commodore immediately fent fbme of his 
hands on board her, by whofe afiiflance ihe 
was brought to an anchor in the bay, when 
Capt. Saunders the commander waiting on Mr. 
An/in t informed him that he had buried 34 of 
his men out of his fmall compliment, and thofe 
that remained were fo afHidlcd with the fcurvy, 
that only himfelf, his Lieutenant, and three of 
his men were able to Aand by the fails, and 
that on the 9th of May he had fallen in with 
the Anna pink, with whom he had kept com- 
pany four days, when they were parted in a 
hard gale of wind. 

The Commodore's principal attention was now 
employed in fending materials on fhore to raife 
tents for the reception of the fick, who died fafl 
Dn board, the diftemper being doubtlefs confi- 
ierably augmented by the flench and filthinefs 
n which they lay, for few could be fparcd to 
ook after them, which rendered X\ve ftCv^ ^v.- 
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tremely loathfome between deokst- But not- 
withflanding the. eager defire of 31 to be -on 
ihore," tliey had not hands enough* to prepare 
the tents before the i6th, but on that and the 
two. following days, they were all landed, 
amounting to 167 perfons, befides 12 or 14 
who died in the boats, on being expofed. to 
the frefh. air. The greateft part of the fick 
were obliged to be carried out of the fhip in 
their hammocks, and afterwards' to be conveyed 
in the fame manner from the water fide over a 
ftony beach^•tdylheir tents. This being a 
work of confiderable fatigue to the few who 
were healthy, the 'Commodore had the huma- 
nity, not only to' afliA with his own labour ; 
but obliged all his officers without diftinftion 
to give a helping hand. 

It was near twenty days after ^ their landing, 
before the mortality was tokrably ceafed, and 
for the firfl 10 or 12 days they feldom buried 
lefs than fix each day, and many who furvivcd 
recovered by flow degrees. However, thofe 
who on their firft getting aftiore were well 
enough to creep 'out of their tents and crawl 
about, foon recovered their health and ftrength. 

Mr. Anfon was particularly induftrious in di- 
refting the roads and coafis to be furveyed, 
and fuch obfervations to be made as might be 
of ufe to any Brittjh veflcls, that ftiould here- 
after be fent into thofe feas. The ifland o^Juan 
Fernanfies *, is faid to have received its name 

from 

* This ijland^ according to Mr. Anfon'/ ac- 
rurau (fl^frvatiomy lies in 33**. 40'. fotah lati^ 

tttd«, 
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a Spaniard^ who formerly procured a 
of it ; but after refiding there fome time 
med it. Its greateft length is between 
I 15^ miles, and its greateft breadth lefs 
X. The northern part of the iiland is 
fed of high craggy rocks» many of 

are inacceffible, though they arc gene- 
:overed with trees ; but the foil is fo loofe 
allow, that the largeft trees are eafily 
med, which occaiioned the death' of one 

■failcS-s, who' blfeihg upon the hills in 
of goats, caught hold of a tree upon a 
ity to aflift him in his afcent, but it^ 

way he immediately rolleddown, and 
[1 in his fall he fattened on' another tree 
tfiderable iize, yet that too unfortunately 
r way, he fell among the rocks, and was 
[ too pieces. 

e trees which compofe the woods on this 
r the ifland are moftly aromatics of dif- 

forts, none of which are large enough 
)rd any conliderable timber, except &e 
>, whofe top is circular, and appears as 
.r and uniform as if dipt by art, and on 
rk grows an excreflence reiembling mofs, 

has the tafte and fmell of garlick, in- 
of which it was ufed by the people of the 
'ion ; but even this tree will not cut to a 
;r length than 40 feet. The pimento 
:abbage tree alfo grow^ here, but in no 
plenty. There were btfides a great va- 

and is no leagues diftant ftam tht contintnt 
ill. 
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riety of different plants, amongH which wero 
almoft all the veeetables, that are efteemed 
pecaliarly adapted to the core of the fcurvy ; 
for they foana . jercat quantities of excellent 
wild (onel, puruain, water crefles^ tnmjipsy 
and SidUfin nidiibe?. Mr. Jn/on for thp better 
accommodalion of his cotuitrymen, who ihoidd 
afterwards touch there, fowed lettices, c^rota,, 
and other garden plantSf andfetin the woods a 
great variety of plumb, ai)ricot and peaph; 
ttdnes, which have fince thriven to a remark- 
able degree. 

It is obfervable, that the hills in fome porl^ 
of this iiland reiemble iJie mountains of CMk 
where gold is found, and in fome places them 
are feveral hUIs of a peculiar kind of red earth, 
more^ beautiful than vermillion, which upon 
examination might perhaps, prove a ve«f ufe« 
ful apd valuable commodity* 

^ The woods which cover moft of the fleepeft 
hills, are fo free from buflies and underwood^ 
as to afiiMxl an eafy paflage through every 
part of thep ; and in the northern part of the 
ifland the irregularities of the hills and preci- 
pices traced' out a variety of the moft romantic 
▼alleys, moft of which have a ftream of the- 
cleareft water, that tuns through thenw after 
its haying fallen in cafcades from rock to rock, 
and in fome particular fpots in thefe valleys 
the loftinefs of the overhanging rocks, the fi^* 
quent falls of the neighbouring ftreams with 
the ihade and fragrance of the contiguous woods, 
prefented fcencs of the utmoft elegance and 
dignity. And here the fimple ptoduddons of 
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naffifted nature, may be faid to excel all the 
ditioas defcriptions of the warmeft iinagina- 
ion. 

To conclude this dcfcription of the face of 
his beautiful ifland, we fliall give a view of 
he fpot where the Commodore pitched his 
:cnt, and refided during his ftay. The place 
le chofe was a fmall lawn that had an eafy 
ifcenty and lay at the diilance of about half a 
mile from the fea. His tent fronted a large 
avenue, cut through the woods, which floping 
with a gentle defcent to the water, afforded a 
profpe6t of the bay and the fhips at anchor. 
The lawn was fcreened behind by a wood of 
tall myrtles, fweeping round it in a femicircu- 
lar form, the flope on which the wood flood, 
rofe with a fleeper afcent than the lawn ; while 
the hills and precipices within land towered 
up confiderably above the tops of the trees, 
and heightened the grandeur of the view ; 
befides two flreams of cryflal water ran on the 
right and left of the tent within the diflance 
of 100 yards, and completed the fymmetry of 
the whole, by their being fhaded with the 
trees which on either fide fkirted the lawn. 

The prodieious number of goats former 
tvriters mention to have been found upon 
this ifland, have been greatly diminimed 
by the dogs fet aftiore by the Spamards to 
deprive the buccaniers ana privateers of the 
advantages they reaped from their numbers, 
which fupplied them with plenty of provifions ; 
but it is remarkable, that the Ce«tttrion*^mwx 
band f^v$ral of thefy q£ a moft \cMX%!lBii!& ^-^ 
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pcd, which, from having their cars 
naturally fappofed had belonged to ] 
a Scotchman f who had been left 
i/Iand, about 32 years before their a 
who often catching more goats thai 
ed, fome dines marked their, ears aa 
go*. The j'argc dogs, already 1 
have dcftroyed all ihe goats in tli< 
parts of the country J while the few 
main live among the craggs and 
are divided into ftparate herds, iuha 
faftnelles, and never mingle with e 
Mr. Willi cr and others were witaefie 
gular difputc betwixt a herd of thefl 
and a number of dogs. They were 
a boat into the eailern bay^ when 
fi>me dogs running, they were will! 
coiTr their game, upon which, h 
their oars to watch them, they faw 1 
to a hill, upon the ridge of which 
ferved a herd of goats that fee me d 
for their reception. The m after oi 
had polled himfelf fronting the en 
very narrow pafs, ikirted on each 
precipices, while the reft of the g 
all behind Kim, where the ground 
open* As this fpot was inacccffibl 
other paili, the dogs ran up the hill 
alacrity ; but on their coming wichii 
of him, became fenfible of their df 
tile fame gentleman obferves, that 
infallibly have driven them down 
pices. The dogs therefore quietly 1 
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felves down and gave over the chace. Tliefe 
dogs arc extremely numerous, and being able 
to catch but few of the goats, they principal- 
ly live upon young feals. 

As the failors were feldom able to kill above 
one goat in a day, and grew tired of fifh, they 
at lail condefcended to eat feals, which, by 
degrees, they became fond of, and gave their 
fleih the name of lamb. 

There is another amphibious animal to 
be met with in the iiland, which, as well as 
the feals, are very numerous ; that is the fca- 
lion, which refembles the feal, though it is 
much larger, and was eat by the whole 
ihip's company under the denomination of beef. 
When arrived at their full growth they are 
from twelve to twenty feet in length, and from 
dght to fifteen in circumference, and are fo 
extremely fat, that on cutting through tlie 
Hcin, which is about an inch in thicknefs at 
leaft, a foot of fat is found before either the 
lean or the bones can be feen, fo that the fat 
of the lareeft of them frequently yielded a 
butt of oU. Their Ikins are covered with 
fliort hair of a light dun colour ; but their 
tails and feet, which at fea ferve them for 
fins are almoft black* Their feet are divid- 
ed at the end like fingers, and are joined 
together by a web. Thefc animals in Ibnie 
iegree refemble an over-grown feal ; but 
the males have a large trunk or fnout that 
langs down five or 11 x inches below the end 
>f the upper juw, which the females have not, 
md thb renders them cauly du\^\n^e\, \i^- 
dcs die inalc'i- :irc of'*a much \:>.\i^x ^vt^. 
Vol, VII. 1: *" ^^ 
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The largeil fea lion was the mailer of the 
flock, and from the number of females ho 
kept to himfelf, and his driving off the males, 
was ftiled by the feamen the bafhaw. Thefe 
amphibious animals continue at fea all the 
iummer» and come on ibore in the beginning 
of winter, where they reHde during that 
whole feafon; feeding on the grafs and ver- 
dure that grows near the banks of the ^(b 
water ftreams ; and when they are not em- 
ployed in feeding* fleep in herds in the moft 
sniery places. In this interval they engender 
and brmg forth their young, and have gene** 
rally two at a birth, of about the frze of a 
full grown feal, which they fuckle with 
their milk. As they are of a very lethargic 
difpoiition and are not eafily awakened, it is 
oblerved that each herd places fome of their 
males at a diftance in the manner of fentinels, 
who always give the alarm, whenever an at- 
tempt 19 made either to moleil or approach 
them* by making a loud grunting noife like a 
hog, or fnorting like a horfe in full vigour. 
The males had often furious battles with each 
otlyer, chiefly about the females, and the ba- 
ihaw, juft mentioned, who was commonly fur- 
rounded by his females, to which no other 
male dared to approach, had acquired that 
diftinguiihed pre-eminence by many bloody 
contefts, as was evident from the numerous 
fears viiible in all parts of his body. The 
failors killed many of them for food, particu<» 
larly for their tongues and hearts, which were 
ipuck sdmired, and thought preferable to thofe 
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of bullocks. There was no difficulty in kill- 
bg them, fince they were incapable of either 
renfHng or efcaping, their motjion being more 
unwieldy than can be conceived, their blub- 
ber, s^l the time they are moving^ is agitated 
in Urge waves under the (kin ; and it is re- 
markable that they are To full of blood, that 
on their being deeply wounded in a dozen 
places, there will inftantly gu(h out as many 
rountains of blood, fpouting to a conftderable 
diilance. To try what quantity of blood they 
contained, the men (hot one firfl, and then 
cutting its throat, and meafuring the blood 
Uut came from it, found that befides what re- 
Biained in the veiTels, which was no doubt 
confiderable, they got at leaft two hogiheads. 
Bat though thefe unweildv creatures are fo 
ctfily killed, they arc capaole of doing much 
mifchief ; fi^r a failor being careleiily em^ 
pbyed in fkinning^ a young; fea-lion, the fe- 
male from whom ne had taken it, approached 
him nnperceived, and getting his head in her 
moDth {cored his fkull in notches with her 
teeth, by which he was fo defperately wound- 
ed, that though all poffible care was taken 
to preferve ms life, he died a few days 
after. 

The above are the principal animals that 
were found in this ifland. They faw but few 
Mrds, which were chiefly hawks, owls, hum- 
ming-birds and black-birds ; and but few of 
the other animals mentioned by former wri- 
ters, and therefore fnppofed tkem dj&ftxo'^^^ 
E z \yi 
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hy the dogs ; however, the rats are fiill v 
Bumprous and troublefoine. 
^.Tk^ mofi delicibas repails they found in i 
ifluut wcie aficxrded by tl|e fifli» with wh 
4»*'h«y waij^entifdly ftoied. There tl 
found: erf tl^OB^ cavaliers, g 

Vjut, iUaezipWSs, maids» congers. of a pe< 
uar.kina; 'and what waf**inoft eHeemed; 
hUckfi^i that in ihsLpe refemMcd a carp, s 
whic)i,6iB«. called a chimaty-fweeper ; th 
fifh wereTo jSentifal that a boatvidth two 
t^rctt imk^ and lines fbinetimes retuno 
loadfid Mth fifh in two. or three hours tis 
They« however, were freqaently interrupt 
by J|€a$ numbers 6f dog^uh and large fluu*] 
which attended the boat* i^id prevented ik 
ftorf.- Tbere were here 'alio tJie iea-cn 
£ih^ which comnumlyjKreighed eight or nj 
pounds '$ theft were of a mof excdk 
tai^y and, were in prodigious numbers near i 
water's edge. 

After their being feme time in the iflai 
and feeing nd other fliip^ atppear, the Comn 
dQit began to be under- apprehcnfions, tl 
they were' loll, and to defpair of ever feei: 
^em again ; but on the ?ift oijumj fome 
the inen, from an eminence on ihore, difcer 
ed a ihip to ther leeward that had no fail abro 
except her cparfes and maia-top-iail ; but fa 
after fh^ weather growing thick and hazy, i 
di&opeared for fome days,, when it was fear 
ihe $adlQft;£ght of theiiiandy and that her cr< 
^(^^^|Kej#eQed)>}riick|ief(^ as to be luial 
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to ply to windward. However, on the 26th a 
fail was again feen, which was thought to be 
the fame 'fhip, and foon after approached Co 
near that they could diftinguifh her to be the 
Glmtcefter, The Commodore not doubting 
her being in diilrefs, ordered his boat to her 
affiftance, laden with frefh water, fifh, and 
vegetables. The Commodore's apprehenfions 
were but too well founded ; never was a crew 
in a more diflrefled fituation ; already had 
they thrown over-board two thirds of their 
complement, and fcarce any were left alive ca- 
pable of doing duty, except the officers and 
their fervants ; their allowance for a confider- 
able time had been only a pint of «frefh water 
to each man for 24 hours, and yet they had fo 
little left, that had it not been for this fupply, 
they muft foon have have died of thirft. I'ho' 
the (hip was within thfee miles of the bay, the 
winda and currents being contrary, fhe found 
it impoffible to reach it. She however the next 
day continued in the offing, but having no 
chance of coming to an anchor, unlefs the 
wind and current ihifted, the Commodore 
fent the Tryal's boat, with a further fupply 
of water and other refreftiments. Mr, Mitciel 9 
(he Captain of the Gloucefterj was under the 
neceffity. of detaining both this boat and that 
fent the preceeding day ; for he had no longer 
ftrength fufficient to navigate the ihip without 
the help of their crews. In this dreadful tan- 
talizing fituation, the Gloucefter continued for 
near a fortnight, witTiout being able to fetch 
the Toad, though /requetitLy attem^UY^^Vx, ^vv^ 
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Ibmetknctt ftcmiiig at if (he woolil g^ itt 
Biit OA the ffh^Jmfyftmwas oblenrcd ltretdi«i 
iiy awayatacottfi^enUcdiAsQcetothfe utt 
wird, wkkh it ww Aq^pdU^ was wiftk Ajtei 
fientofetto dibftaduHiidoftksiilMM^filMII 
as ttef feoa loft %hi >f Aan and fttf «A 
aotappear-fiw way aiivrads^ diqi wtwdaa ftc 
I7 coflcemed, bong ianiUd that xflwaiaA k»' 
ajnia in drsadM Jtlhmb fbr want of «r« 
Howenr, after warrhian^ Ar Jice with g 
iaipaticiioa, Ae was agaut difc»ver»d on 
i6t]H aadimro«nbgia(E«BOiaaiid tkcaai 
poktaf tkt iflaod} but the wind fill hlnv^f 
tag dmBfy froifr Ae biy MadicMd litr £im|. 
setti&g^nearer tkaa widte fbiir leagues of Alt' 
land* wben Ca3>eiin JMte&i/aafcing figoala of 
diftrefi, the ioaguboat wju.feit to hm wiA 
plenty oiT water and odior ittfi-Ameots 1 ttd 
that bcpt being not to be fpaied, tfatf Cooiia9« 
don» gate the t^ckTwam pofitive arders to n^ 
tttrn mmediately 9 but die next day the wcft^ 
iher bekig fionny, and theboat not appeansfb 
it was j^rehendod diat ihe was loft, whiS 
would have been an iff e trievaMe aoisfbr*- 
tunetoaUonibove; bat txtmi thii anxiety 
they were the thiid day after relieved by the 

jayM fight of the long-boat» on which liie 
cutter wasr ioiaiedsately fatt to her affiftance^ 
who in a few honrs towed her into the luu> . 
bour. It wasnow fiband thatthe crew of the 
long-boat had taken in iar of die Gtrntaftn^t 
fick men, to biing diete on flu)re ; bo^ two 
of themhaddiedintlM boat« The Comma* 

^fim? W3ii§ mSmofA Ant tbt Ghuc^er had 
• ;_ tctx«t* 



ROTJND THE WORLD. 4) 

icarcely a man in health on board, except thoft 
lie had fent her ; that numbers of the £ck died 
daily, and diat had it not been for the re- 
fxtfiiments he had fent, both the healthy and 
^ difttied muft have perifhed. Thele cala-i 
nitiei were the more terrifying, as they feem- 
cd without remedy, for this diftrefled veffel 
had already fpent a month in endeavouring to 
fetch the bay, and was now no farther ad- 
vanced than at the firft moment (he made the 
iiland, and the people on board had loft all 
thetr hopes of ever fucceeding in it, from the 
many experiments they had made of its diffi- 
culty. But alas ! the fame day her iituation 
became more defperate than ever; for after 
flie had received the laft fapply of refreih- 
ments, thofe op. (here once more loft fight of 
her, and all in general deipaired of her ever 
coming to 'an anchor. Thus were the unhap- 
fY people in this veiTel bandied about with- 
m a few leagues of the defired harbour, while 
the neighbourhood of the place, and the view 
of every thing that could put an end to the 
calamities they laboured under, aggravated 
their diftrefs ; but they were at laft delivered 
from this moft dreadful fituation, when it was 
Jeaft expedled by thofe on fhore, who, after 
lofing fight of her feveral days, were agree- 
ably furprized on the 23d of July in the morn- 
ing to lee her with a flowing fail open the 
m^-weft point of the bay, when the Com- 
modore difpatching all his boats to her aflift- 
ance, ihe within an hour's time after hex b«- 
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ing firft perceived, was fafe at anchor with 
the Centurion, 

• On their coming to an anchor the Commo- 
dore firft |)rdcred her to be affiftcd in hioor* 
ing, and then had her fick fent on ihore. 
She had buried above three fourths of her 
crew, and the fick were reduced by their dy- 
ing to lefs than fourfcorc, the greateft part of 
whom it was feared would be loft ; but whe- 
ther thofe that were far advanced were all dead, 
or that the greens, the frelh provifions and 
water fent on board, had prepared thofe that 
remained for a fpeedy recovery, very few of 
them died on ihore^ and the fick in general 
were reftored to health in a much fhorter time 
than thofe of the Centurion had been on ihtir 
firft landing in the ifland. 

We fhall now return to the tranfaflions on 
fliore ; during the Gloucefter*^ many ineffeftual 
attempts to reach the ifland. Their firft em- 
ployment, after landing the fick from the Cen-^ 
turion, and cleanfing the fliip, was filling the 
water, which appeared efifentially necefiTary to 
their fecurity, as they had reafon to apprehend 
that fuch accidents might intervene as would 
oblige them to leave the ifland at a very fliort 
warning ,• for on their firft landing they dif- 
covered fome appearances on ftiore, that gave 
them room to believe that fome Spanijh crui* 
fers had but juft left the ifland at their arri- 
val, and might probably return again, either 
for a recruit of water, or in fearch of the 
/juadron ; for the Commodore could not doubt 

but 
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heir fole buiinefs at fea was to intercept 
and knew that in their opinion this iiland 
:he moft probable place to find him in. 
Tailors had feen on ihore feveral pieces of 
art hen jars ufed in thofe feas for water 
other liquids, and thefe feexned freih 
en. There were many heaps of afhes, 
near them fifh bones, pieces of fi(h, and 
whole fifhes fcattered about, which as 
were but juft beginning^ to decay, was a 
f that they had not been long out of 
vater, and that fhips had been there but 
)rt time before their arrival. As the Spa- 
merchant-men are inifaruded to avoid the 
d, it was concluded that thofe who had 
hed here were ihips of force, and being 
rant what ftrength might have been fitted 
at CallaOf they could not fail of being 
sr fome concern for their own fafety, 
e they were in fo wretched and enfeebled 
ndition. 

''hile thefe works were carrying on, the 
imodore ordered a large copper oven to 
*ct upon (hore, near the tents of the fick, 
/hich bread was baked every day for the 
's company, it being thought that new 
id, added to greens and frem fi(h, would 
tly contribute to the fpeedy recovery of 
fick. 

I the beginning of yufy^ fbme of the men 
g pretty well recovered, the ftrongeft of 
a v/ere ordered to cut down trees 2Lti^ ^"^Xw 
into billets, while Others, wYvo v*«:t tv^^ 
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ftrong enough for this employment i 
to carry the billets, by one at a tim 
water fide. This fome of them f 
with the help of crutches, while ot 
ported themfelves with a iingle (tick. 

The Commodore then ordered the 
(hore, and employed the fmiths, ^ 
but juft able to work, in mending tl 
plates, and all the other broken anc 
iron work. They alio began to repa; 
ffing; but as they hadnotjunkenoug) 
q}un-yamy they waited for the arriv 
Gkucefter who had a great quantity 
on board. But that the (hips might I 
at (boa as poffibley a large tent was e 
the beach for the fail-makers, in w! 
were employed in repairing the old 
making new ones. Thefe, with the 
dance upon the tick, were their print 
ployments till the GloueeJhtr*s arrival. 

Captain Mitchel on his landing \ 
the Commodore, and told him, ths 
laft abfence, he had been forced by t 
as far as Mt^a Fuero^ a fmall ifland, 
leagues to the well of Juan Fernan 
obierving feveral ftreams he had end 
to (end his boat afhore for water, 
wind blew fo flrong on the fhore, ; 
iioned fuch a furf, that it was imp 
land ; but that his people, however, 
with a boat loaded with 6fh. Th( 
ifland had been reprefentcd by forn 
gator« as a barren rock. Captain Mit 
ed the CommodorCy that it was aim 
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lAflre covered with trees and verdure i and it 
bd&g near four miles in length, he thought it 
not improbable but it nu^ht have Tome finall 
ky that might affi^rd fnmcient flielter for any 
Ihip defirous of refrefliing at that ifland. 

TUsdefcriptioaof Mtf^-^K^ro gave life to 
I oonje^ure, that «s four ihips of the (qua* 
dron were miffine, feme of them might jpof- 
fiblv have fallen m with that ifland, and nave 
mittaken it for ^e true place bf rendezvous ; 
a conjedure that was the more plaufible, as 
tkey had no draught of either iiland that could 
be relied on; and therefore the Commodore 
refolved, as foon as the Ttyal iloop could be 
itted for the fea, to fend her thither, in or* 
der to examine all its bays and creeks, to be 
iatisfied whether any of tne (hips that were 
ffiiflino; were tHere or not, and accordingly on 
the 5 m of Juguji fhe was (ent upon that expe- 
ditioa. About the middle oi Juguft the Ceu'^ 
turicn's men being' pretty well recovered, were 
lllpwed to leave their £ck tents, and to eredt 
(eparate huts for themfelves, which it was 
thought would render^tbem much cleanlier, 
and confequently contribute to the recovery of 
their ftnength, out particular orders were at 
the fame time given, that on the (hip's firing 
a guQ, they (hould immediately repair to the 
vater fide. 

They were now employed on ftiore in cntr 
ting wood, procuring refre(hments and mak- 
ing oil from the blubber of the fea-lions, 
wKich was ufed for burning in lamps, or whea 
uix^ with pitch, to pay tht fiiir|'^^<t%>^X 

V4^> 
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wtf 4d{b worked up widi wood^alhes to fc 
plf^tbeafe of tallow, and thpre being tf 
JUmfikwMMii f^&\itn^ in the CiHiuritm, d 
Cdomodore bitlerad them to lay in a lat] 
quand^offidtedCDdforfea ftoK. v -: 
' * irliatl been akeadymeadoned, dmt acop^ 
ovdv wat fee iq> to bake bre^d for the^kk^ 4 
thd gftateil part of the floor wat' on i>Ottd:tl 
viaiuLikrthe^inui Pink^ and at diat veftlili 
fidlen in with die^Wfloop on the'od^ 
il£M^ her arriirai at dbeifland was <!!%'« 
peded ; but hearing no news of heiv ihe JjlM 
given ^over for k>ft> and the Commodore ^Me 
cd all the (hips to aihort allowance of hmd 
baton the i6thofjh^fi a fidl was obier^ 
to the north, opdnwhich the CeHturtM te 
mediately fired a- gun to call off the peopl 
fromfliore, who readily obeyed the fammoa; 
by repairing to ther4ieach. Being now pre 
pared for me reception of this ihip, whethi 
friend or enemy, they had ,feveral opinions i 
bout her, fome imagining her to be the Ttyt 
iloop on her return Arom her cruize, but 
was foon obferved that (he had three maft 
when (bme conjedbired her to be the Sevin 
others the P^«r/, and feveral thought (he di 
not belong to the fquadron ; but in the aftei 
noon (he was difcovered to be the vi^luallei 
the Jftfia Finkf and had the good .fortune t 
come to kn anchor in the bay at five in th 
afternoon. Her arrival filled the people wit 
extraordinary joy, and each (hip's compan 
was immediately reftored to their full allow 
Jince €»f bread,' /.* -* 
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Every body on fliore were furprized at feeing 
Aat the crew of the Anna pink work'd that veilbl 
with little appearance of debility or diilrcfs ; 
but on her conung to anchor, they were informed 
that Hie had been in harbour fince the middle of 
May^ which was near a month before the Centu- 
tm arrived at Juan Fernandes ; fo that the fuifer^ 
ines of her men fell greatly ihort of thofe 
Cleared by the reft of the fquadron. This 
veiiel, on the i6th oi May fell in with the land 
^45° 15' fouth latitude, at the diflance of 
four leagues. On the firft fight of which, the 
Captain flood to the fouthward, but the fore- 
top-fail fplitting, and the wind driving the vefTcl 
towards the fhore, the Captain was at lall ei- 
ther unable to clear the land, or as others faid, 
refolved to keep the fea no longer, and there- 
fore ftcered for the coaft, in order to difcover 
ibme fhelter among the many iilands then in 
£ght ; and about four hours after dropped an- 
chor oiF tlie ifland of Inching but neither be- 
ing- near enough to the iliore, nor having a fuf- 
fiacnt number of hands to veer away the cable 
brifldy, th^y Hill continued driving for two 
days, till they came within a mile of the land, 
and cxpe<5led every moment to be forced on 
Ihore, at a place where the coaft was fo very 
Hgh and ftcep, that they had not the Icail 
profpeA of faving either th^ fhip or cargo, 
and as their boats were leaky, and there was 
. no appearance of a landing place, the whole 
crew, which confifted of ftxteen men and boys, 
j;ave themfelves over for loft, imagining, that 
if by any extraordinary accideoiX, ^un cA n^m-xv 
Vol. VII. F '^vi^^^^ 
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jbonld get on fhore, they would pro! 
maflacred bjr thcfavages. Under th 
lying apprehenfionA they droye nea 
nearer to the rocka which formed thi 
but when the crew expeiStcd every 
the Pink wanld itriket they obferved 
opening in the land, and iiiftantly 
ftway tkeir two anchors, Aeered foj 
and ibtmd it to be a fmall channel 
an ifland and the contineiit, that led tl 
a moil: excellent harbour, which fecur 
again ft all weather*. The horrors 
wreck, and immediate death, inilantl; 
ed, and gave place to the joyous idc 
curity, repofe, and refreflmient. 

In this harbour, thus providentially < 
ed, the Pink came to an anchor, in zj 
water, with only a hawfer and a fmai 
of 300 weight* Here her people, 1 
whom were ill of the fcurvy, were 
foon reilored to perfe^ health, by t 
provisions, and the excel lent water wi 
the adjacent fhore abounded. The j 
refrefhments they met with were gi 
nettle -tops and cellery, which they i 
with greedinefs ; great plenty of geefi 
and penguins, with cockles and mxkfk 
extraordinary fize, and delicious 
Though it was the depth of winter, 
mate was not remarkably rigorous, i 
the trees, or the face of the country 
of veiilure* Not with Handing the tal* 
Sjionijh hiftorians, in relation to the \ 
of tkfi inh^biainXB on that coaltj the 
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were not faflicient to give the leaH jealoafy 
{hip of ordinary force, and they appear* 
) be neither of a miichievoas nor meicOefs 
liition. The excurfions of the crew» were 
nrer generally confined to a tradt of land 
forroonded the port, where they were ne- 
mt of view of the ihip ; indeed the conn* 
n the neighbourhood, was fo covered with 
I9 and trmveried with mountains, that it 
ared impracticable to penetrate it. 
11 the time they continued there, they faw 
>n€ iKdkm fiunily, which entered the har- 
in a periagua, about a month after their 
al. This fiunily conMed of an Indtan of 
40 years of age, his wife, and twochild« 
one three years old, and the other fdiil at 
ireaft. They feemed to have all theiy pro- 
' with them, which was a dog and cat* 
idle, a fiihing-net, a hatchet, a knife^ 
bark of trees intended for the coverine 
t^ a reel and fi)me worfted, a flint and 

and a few roots of a yellow cole or, and 
difagreeable tafle, which ferved them for 
I. As foon as the mafter of the Pink per- 
d them, he fcnt his yawl, who brought 

on board, and being appreheniive of 
diibovering him, if they were fuHered to 
/ay, he took, as he imaeined, proper pre« 
ins for fecuring them, but without any 
ire of violence or ill dage, for in the day- 

they were allowed to go where they 

id about the ihip, though at night they 

locked up in . the fore-caftle. As they 

he fame provifions as the it& qC tiBkitrC\^'«i •» 

p 2 ^"^^ 
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and were often indulged with brandy, of ^ 
they feemed extremely fond» they did i: 
firft foemdiibtisfied witk thdr fitottioi] 
t)ie mafler^ when he went tf fliodtingv tdc 
Indtam OD^Aore, w)k» idwftyv feemed g 
detigkced ?Pi4ieii the mafter killed his ] 
and indeed all the crew tieated'them 
great humanity; It ^umi however ibon 
ceivedf that thoneh the woauul -cont 
chearfal and <aijr» me man grew ttenfii 
and refttefi at hit confinement. • lit ap) 
tabe a perfon of gdod natural |Muti 
thourii unable to converie widi the peoj 
the rinkf otherwife than- by fignsi w» 
curious 1^ inqnifitive,/ and - ihewed 
dexterity in making himleif undn 
But die ffloft remark&le^rpof of hi» 
dty was the manner of Ms efcape I £ 
ter being 'e^ht days on boatd the PIm 
fcuttle of the forecaftle, where he and 1 
mily were every night locked up, happei 
be unnailed; and the following night 
very dark and flormy, he conveyed hi 
and children through the unnailed fcuttl 
then over the ihip's fide into the yawl, s 
prevent being purfued. Cut away the lone 
and his own periaeua, which were tow: 
ftem, and imme£ately rowed a-fliore 
this he conducted with fach (ecrecy an( 
ligence» that though there was a watch i 
^tiarter-deck with loaded arms, he was n 
covered till the noife of Yi\% 02ff^ m xS^ft 
sfter he had put off from t\ic Wv^, ^^ 
jjotice of bis efcape, and tiitxi %x vi%& 
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tither to prevent or purfue him. The Indianj 
befides the recovery of his liberty, was in fome 
degree revenged on thofe who had confined 
him, both by the perplexity they were involv- 
ed in about getting their boats, which were all 
i-drift, and by the terror into which he threw 
them at his departure ; for on the iiril alarm 
of the watch, who cried, " The Indians ^^^ the 
whole ihip's crew were in the utmoft confu- 
£on, and imagined they were boarded by a 
fleet of armed periaguas. The fagacity and 
refolution fhewn by the Indian upon this oc- 
cafion were much admired by his late mailers, 
who did fb much juftice to his merit, as to own 
that it was a moil gallant en terprize; and as 
it was fuppofed by iome that he was concealed 
in the woods in the neighbourhood of the port, 
where it was JFeared that he might fuffer for 
want of provifions, they eafily prevailed upon 
the mafter, to leave a quantity of fuch food 
as they thought he moft liked, in a particular 
pUce, where they imagined he would moft 
probably find it. A piece of humanity which 
ieemed to have anfwered the purpofe, for on 
going to the place fome time after, they found 
their proriiion gone, and in a manner that 
made them conclude he had taken it. 

The crew of the P/»if being now refrefhed, 
and recovered of the fcurvy, after having taken 
in a fufficient quantity of wood and water, 
put to fea a few days after the Indian* % efcape. 
Mid had an agreeable paffage to the rendeaivovx^ 
fit Juan Ftmandgu 

F 1 CW k^ 
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CHAP. IV. 

jijbort Narrati've of the lofs of the Wager, 
mutiwf of her Crenu^ atid the diftreffes it 
duced. The conchtfion of the froceedingi 
Juan Fernandes ; and the Hiftiry of the \ 
niih Squadron tmder ' the comnand of Dm 
ieph Pizarro. 

AS i^tAnna Pink had joined the Con 
dorf at Juan Fernandes j there were 
only three (hips miffing, the Se^oeru^ the P 
and the Wager ftore-ftip. The two firl 
which parted company off Cape Noir, and 
back to the Brafils ; therefore the only 
mi£ing that went into the South-Seas was 
Wager, This Hore-fhip had on board I 
cohom mortars, a few neld pieces mountec 
land fervice, pioneer's tools for the operat 
on fhore, with feveral kinds of artillery fto: 
WV and as the enterprise againft Baldinna had 1 

^*j]|j refblved on for the nrft' undertaking of 

^j ;^ fquadron. Captain Cheapy the Commande 

the Wager y was very defiroas that thefe 
terials might be ready before Baidi'utay th 
the fqaadron fhould rendezvous there, 
might not be charged with any delay or 
appointment. This was his determined i 
lution when he made land on the 14th of i 
In about 47 degrees of fouth btitude, wher 
*^rtlng him fd fto get dear, Vv« V«A^^ m\ 
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ine tx> fall down the after-ladder, and diilo- 
ited hia fhoulder. This unhappy accident 
ndered him incapable of ading, when the 
«w not taking proper care, the PFager ^mck 
I a fiuken rock, and having foon after hir- 
ed, grounded between two finall iflands. 
*ke confufion produced by this accident was 
iconceivably heightened b^ the rebellious dif- 
ofition of the crew, who imagining that the 
6 of the fliip deftroyed the captain's fu* 
mority, and put them all on an equal foot- 
g, fell to pillaging the fhip, arming them- 
Ives with the £rfl weapons that came to handj 
td threatning to murder all who fliould op- 
ife them. This frenzy was heightened by 
e liquors they had found on board, with 
ith which ibme of them got fb extremely 
unk, that falling down between decks, 
cy were drowned in the water which flow- 
iinto the wreck. The Captain, after hav- 
g aied his utmoft endeavours to get the whole < 
ew on fhore, was, at lafl, obliged to leave 
e mutineers, and to follow his officers, with 
ch as fubmitted to his authority; after 
hich he ient back the boats to perfuade thofe 
bo had ftaid behind, to have fome regard to 
eir own prefervation ; but this was without 
cccfs. However, the next day proving very 
mny, and the (hip being in danger of part- 
g, they were feized with the fear of perifh- 
g, and wanted to get on land ; but the boats 
>t appearing to fetch them off fo foon as they 
petted» they were filled with & ^aai^»:Q^^x- 
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able a frenzy as to point a four pounder 2l\ 
the hut where they knew the Captain d 
and fired two Ihot which did but juft 
over it, and fo mutinous was their di 
tion when they landed, that notwithftai 
their being on a defolate coaft where fa 
any other provifions could be obtained, 
was no pofiibility of making them hu 
fuch as were faved out of the wreck ; for 
was nothin? but frauds, concealments, 
thefts, which animated each man again 
fellow, and produced infinite feuds and 
tefts. 

The Caotain dififering in opinion from s 
all his people on the meafures to be purfi 
the prefent exigency, was another fou] 
heart-burnings and difputes : for Mr. 
was refolved, if poffible, to fit up the be 
the beft manner he could, and to proceed 
them to the northward, fince having abo\ 
hundred men in health, and fome fire 
and ammunition, which had been taker 
the wreck, he did not doubt his being a 
mailer any Spanijh veflel he Ihould find ir 
feas, and hoping to meet with one in the i 
bourhood of Chiloe or BaUi'via^ he re 
when he had taken her, to proceed to th 
dezvous at Juan Fernandes^ and he furth 
filled, that Ihould they even light on no 
yet the boats alone would eafily carr) 
thither. But this fcheme was not at all r 
by the generality of his people, who coi 
think of profecuting an enterprize thi 
IiJtherto proved fo difaftrous, U 'W^^ \ii 
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common reiblution to lengthen the long- 
t, and with that and the other boats to 
r to the fouthward, and pafling the ftreights 
\iagfilaft to endeavour to gain the coaft of 

ff, where they did not doubt their being 
received, and procuring a pafTage to Great 
f«if. Though this projeft muft at firft 
It appear infinitely more hazardous and te- 
ns than that propofed by the Captsun, yet 
t had the air of returning home, that cir- 
iftance alone rendered them inattentive to 
its inconveniences, and made them adhere 
t with unconquerable obflinacy ; fo that the 
jtain himfelf,notwithftanding ne could never 
nge his opinion, was obliged to give way to 
torrent, and to feem to acquiefce in this re- 
ition, while he fecretly endeavoured to oppofe 
and in particular he contrived that the long- 
t ihould be lengthened to fuch a fis^ as 
tht ferve to carry them to Juan Femandes, 
I yet appear- incapable of fo long a voyage ^ 
that to the coaft of BraJtL The Captain 
[ at firft much imbittered the people againft 
1, by a fteady oppofition to this favourite 
eme, and greatly increafed their rcfentment 
linft him by the following unhappy accident, 
e Coufins a Mid (hip- man who had appeared 

foremoft in all the refradlory proceedings 
the crew, had quarrelled with moft of the 
cers, who had adhered to the Captain's au- 
rity, and had even treated the Captain him- 
\ with abufe and infblence, and at length 

turbulence and brutality growing; daily 
►re intoUerabJe, it was uol ^L0^3^iX'^^> ^^^3^^ 
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that fome violent meafures were in ag 
in which he was to be the ringleader, an< 
fpre the Captain and thofe about him co 
kept en their guard. One day the Puj 
the Captain's order* flopping the allo\K 
a fellow who would not work, CotifiH. 
meddled in the afiair, and grofsly infa 
Purfer, who was delivering out the pn 
juft by the Captain's tent* and was 
fufficiently violent. The Purier being i 
at his icurrility, and perhaps piqued by 
quarrels, cried out, *' A mutinv, adding 
** has piftols,'' and then raihly fired a } 
Coufins. The Captain on this outcry i 
report of the piftol inftantly rufhed out 
tent, and havmeno doubt but that it \i 
by Cdtifith imm%iately (hot him in th 
and tliongh he did not kill him on th 
the wound proving mortal, he died aboi 
teen days after. 

Though this incident exafperated th 
ble, yet it ftruck them with awe, and re 
them more fubmiffive to the Captain's 
rity ; but when they had nearly complet 
long boat, and were preparing to put 
his privately traverfing their projeft < 
ceeding through the ilreights of MagellA 
the fear of his at length engaging a pai 
£cient to ruin their favourite fcheme, 
them refolve to make ufe of the death < 
^ns as a reafon for depriving him of hii 
mandy under the pretence of carrying 1 
England to be tried for murder. They z 
jngly cott£ncd him under a guard, but 
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linif they were juft ready td pat to Tea, they left 
Ukd the few who chofe to tollow his fortune, 
vith no other veflel but the yawl, to which the 
)arge was afterwards added, by the people on 
x>ard her being prevailed on to return back. 

When the Wager was wrecked, there were near 
Ijo^perfbns on board, about 30 of whom died 
luing their ftay» and 80 went off in the long- 
boat and cutter to the fouthward, fo that after 
lidrdepaitare, there remained with the Cap- 
sdn only 19 perfons ; which were however as 
nany as the barge and yawl could well carry. 

It was €ve months after this (faipwreck that 
ihe lon^^-boat weighed and flood to the ibuth- 
iraxd, giving the Captain, who with Lieutenant 
^^adbonoi the land-forces, and the furgeon, 
were then on the beach three cheers at their 
iopartnre. They had foon reafon to' repent 
^etr having engaged in this rafh and defi)arate 
mterprife ; for the ve^el was fcarcely able to 
U)ntain the number that iirfl put to fea, and 
their flock of provifions being only what they 
kad ikved out of the fhip, was extremely flen- 
ler, die cutter, the only boat they had with 
diem, foon broke away from the ftem, and 
was ftaved to pieces, fb that when their pro- 
vifions and water ^led, they had fre<|uently no 
fteans of reaching the ihore to obtain a mfh 
fapply. The mueries they endured were as 
great as d^n be imagined, they left about 20 
«f dieir people on ihore at the different places 
ftey touched at ; but a greater number perifhed 
Vf hunger during the couHe of this tedlosv^ 
iqrige, ib that cwly 30 pat of tJic ^o nAvo ca* 
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\ gaged in the enterprife, were fo happy 

< accompliih it, and thefe arrived at Rio Gt 

ji j on the coaft of £rafi/, on the 29th of Ja 

I J" following. 

The Captain, and thofe who where 
with him, on their being thus abandoned^ 
pofed to pafs in the barge and yawl t 
northward, but unhappily the weather Vi 
bad, that it was two months after the d 
ture of the long-boat before he was at 
put to fea. The place where the Wage 
call away was not, as it was at firft ima§ 
SL part of the Continent, but an ifland at 
diftahce from the main, which afforded no 
kind of proviiions but fhell-fifh, and 
herbs, and as the largeft part of what the 
taken from the ihip was carried off in the 
boat ; the Captain and his people wen 
quently in want of food, for their refblvi 
prefervc what little fea provifions remains 

, -, their voyage. 

I i; It is to be lamented, that the Tf^ager^^ 

i!-i|* pie had no idea that the Atina pink, was 

confiderable time, while they were on ih( 
near them, for fhe was at moil not abo^ 
leagues diilant, and came into their neigh 
hood about the wftvy time in which the I 

yl was loft ; and being a fine roomy fliip, ] 

■ ■ '; eafily have taken them all on board, and ha\ 
;'; ried them to Juan Far7iandes. Indeed Mr. 

ter fufpeds that (lie was much nearer than 
: .. is here cftimated ; for feveral pcrfons be 

■ ■ ing to the JVagcr, at different times, he^] 

report of a cannon, which he imagines 



III 
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no other than the evening gun fired by the 
ma Pink, e(pecially as that heard at Wagons 
md was about the fame time of the day. 
The Captain and his people embarked on 
ard the barge and yawl, in order to pro- 
xl to the northward ; but they had fcarcely 
sn an hour at fea, when the winds began to 
>w fo hard, and the fea ran fo high, that they 
re obliged to throw overboard moft of the 
miions they had faved from the wreck, to 
)id immediate deftruftion. However, they 
'fifted in their defign, and put to fhore as 
en as they could in fearch of fubiiflance. 
t unhappily, about a fortnight after, the 
vl funk as fhe lay at anchor, with one of the 
n on board, who was drowned, when the 
ge, not having room fufficient for the whole 
upany, they were obliged to leave four ma- 
ers behind them on a defolate fhore. Not- 
hllanding thcfe difafters, they flill continued 
pufh to the northward, though delayed by 
winds and their fearch after provifionsj 
having made three unfuccefsful attempts to 
ble a head-land, which they fuppofed to be 
e Tres Monies ; they thought the difficulties 
fie pafTage infurmountable, and unanimoufly 
Ivcd to return to IVagcr'^s ifland, where 
r arrived about the middle of February^ al- 
l pcriihed with fatigue and hunger. How- 
-, on their return to the ifland, they un- 
sdledly met with a feafonable relief, by 
ing feveral pieces of beef, which had been 
:ied out of the wreck, and flill fwam upon 
water; and foon after two eatiO^^ <iS> In- 
oL. VIL G <iuin-. 
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Mans landed ; on board one of them w 
tive of Chiloty who fpoke a little Spm 
was induced by Mr. Elliot^ the furge< 
underilood that language^ to carry 
Cheapo and his people to Chiloey in co 
tion of which he was to have the bar 
all that belonged to her. 

Accordingly on the 6th ofMarchj ele 
ibnsy to which the company were now i 
embarked on board the barge, but aft< 
days voyage, fix of them, together 
Indian J went off in this little veiTel, w 
Captain was on Ihore with Mr. Hamikoi 
tenant of the marines, Mr. Eiliot, the i 
and the Hon. Mr. Byron, and Mr. C 
Midihipmen. Thefe were thus left 
folate coaft, without provifions, or thi 
of procuring any, for their arms, amn 
and every little convenience, of wh 
were matters, were carried off in, the h 

They were now in dreadful diftrefa 
their own opinion, in a more miferab 
tion, than any they had yet known ; I 
they had revolved in their minds, tb< 
circumHances of this unexpefted calan 
were perfuaded that they had not 
profpcdl of relief, they perceived a cj 
diibuLce, which proved to be that of 
iiian, who had undertaken to carry 
Chiloe^ he and his family being on bos 
honed Indian had a litde before left 
Cheap and his people, to go a fiihing, 
committed them to the care of the 
^/a;9, whom the failors had carried 
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the barge. When he firft mi/Ted the barge and 
his companion^ he was with difficulty perfuad« 
ed that the other Indian was not murdered, 
but being at laft fatisfied with the account that 
was given him, he undertook to carry them 
to the Spanift? fettlements, and to fupplv them 
with provifions all the way, for which pur- 
pofe, he got together many of his neighbours 
m other canoes, with whom the Captain em- 
barked, with his four companions, in the mid- 
dle of March, and at laft arrived in the begin- 
ning of Jfune at the iiland of Chike ; but Mr. 
E&'et died in the pailage, and the reft were in 
fnch an ill ftate of he^th from their diftreflcs 
and fatigues, that they wete with difficulty re- 
covered by the Spaniards, who treated them 
with great humanity. After Come ftay at Chiloe, 
they were fent to Valparaifo, and thence to St. 
Jago, where havin? continued above a year. 
Captain Cheap, and Lieutenant Hamilton were 
upon the news of a cartel being fettled with 
Spain, permitted to return to Europe on board 
a French Ihip ; * but Mr. Campheu, who had 
changed his religion, while at St. Jago, chofe 
to go to Buenos Aj^es with FizArro, and his of- 
ficers, with whom he afterwards went to Spain, 
and from thence returned to England, 

To return from this digreffion. The 7ryal 
Hoop that had been fent to the iiland of Ma/a- 
Fuero, returned to Juan Femandes, about a week 
after the arrival of the Anna pink, having fail- 
ed round the iiland, without feeing any of 
.the ihips that were miffing. This Klaxvd, wbtxcVw 
the S/am'ardt RHe th^ leffer luan FernandesA'^-a. 
G 2 'o^'^^ 
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much larger and better fpot than has be 
nerally reprefented, former writers 
defcribed it as a fmall barren rock deft; 
wood and water, and entirely inacc 
but it was found covered with trees, ai 
fevcral fine falls of water pouring dc 
fides into the fea. It had alfo on thi 
fide a place where a fhip might come 
chor, out it would have been expofed 
the winds, except the fouth. It aboun 
fea-lions and feals, and particularly witl 
who not being ufed to be difturbed, wi 

. apprehenilve of danger, till they ha< 
frequently fired at ; and as the Spaniard 
not thought the ifland confiderable enc 
be frequented by their enemies, they h 
deftroyed the provifions upon it by fettii 
on the ihore. 

Upon unloading the Anna pink, whi< 
up tne latter part of the month of 
the Commodore had the mortification 
that great part of the provifions were 
ed by the fea water, and that veflel bei 
veyed by the carpenters, was judged u 
fei vice ; therefore, upon a petition fro 
Gerard her Matter, to Mr. An/on, in b< 
her owners, he purchafed her with all ] 
niture for 300 /. and her crew, togethi 
the Mafter were fent on board the Gi 
When all the remaining crews, now to 
flributed among the three (hips, amou 
no more than 335 men and boys, whi 
far from being fufiicient for manning t 

////v'^a alone. 



Round the WORLD. 65 

i the feafon for navigating thefe feas, 
r near, they exerted themfelves in getting 
hips ready. On the 8th of September about 
in the morning, they difcovered a fail, 
ch approached towards the ifland, and gave 
Commodore hopes that (he was one of his 
adron ; but upon her fleering afterwards 
the eaftward, it was concluded that fhe 
jil be a Spaniard, when the Centurion being 
the greateft forwardnefs made after her, 
. fail as poflible ; but the night coming on, 
ley lofl fight of her, and the next morning, 
lough it was extremely clear, had the mor- 
ification to find, that fhe could not be difco- 
/ered from the mail head. However, they 
refolved not to give up the fearch, but hav- 
ing continued cruizing all that day and the 
next, they refolved to return to Juan Fernan* 
des^ But, on the 12th, about three in 
the morning, a brifk gale fpringing up at 
fouth-wefl, obliged them to lie upon a north- 
well tack, whicn brought them, at break of 
day within fight of a fail, at about five leagues 
diflance, but not the fame they had fcen be- 
fore. The crew of the Centurion immediately 
crouded all their fails. She at firfl bore down 
upon them, fhcwing Spanijh colours,and made a 
fignal as to her confort, but obferving that her 
fignal was not anfwered, inilaatly flood to the 
fouthward. As fhe appeared to be a large 
(hip, that had niiflaken the Centurion for he: 
confort, fhe was fuppofed to be a man of wa 
of Pizzaro*s fquadron, which induced the Conr 
piodore to order all the ofRcw'^ ^^bVvcv^ \a "^ 
G 3 Vxi^^' 
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knocked down and thrown overboa 
feveral cafks of water, and provifions 1 
between the guns, but upon a nearer 
fhe appeared to be a merchant-man v 
fingle tire of guns, and farrendercd ; 
of only four Ihot. Mr. Saumerex the 
dore's firft Lit^atenant was ordered to 
feifion of the prize, and to fend the 
and paiiengersy and afterwards all t 
prifoners on board the Centurion. 1 
was called Ntteftra Senora del Monte Car 
her cargo confilled chiefiy of fugar, %r\ 
titles of cloth, fome cotton and toba 
what was more valuable than all 
was fome trunks of wrought plate, a 
rons of dollars, each weighing up 
200 pounds averdupois ; ihe was 45c 
den, and was bound to the port of F 
in the kingdom of Chili, 

From the information of the prii 
board, and the letters and papers \\ 
into the Commodore's hands, on th 
of this Ihip, they learned with cert; 
force and deftination of Admiral 
fquadron, which cruized off the Mi 
rhcir arrival there, and aftcr.vards c! 
Pearl in her pafKige to St, Julian^ 
fate of that fquadron, the particulars 
were very remarkable, and arr as foil 

The fquadron under the commami 
Jnil'ph Pixzaro was compofed of ti 
66 guns, and 700 men, which was t; 
ral's (hip, the Gmpu/ioa of y ^ guns 
m.'n, the /Icrm^i;:;f oi ^\ g;uns and 
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the E/perMiza of 50 guns and 450 men, the 
Su E/h^aHo{ dp guns and 350 men, and the 
Patache of 20 guns. Beficies their full com- 
pliment of failors and marines they had on 
board an old Sfanifi regiment of foot to rein- 
force the garrifons in the Sdi^tb-Seas. This 
fleet (ailed from Spain with only four months 

Sroviiions on boanly having cruized for fome 
ays to the leeward of the Madeiras^ ileered 
for ^e River of Platey. where they arrived in 
January 9 and caft anchor in the bay of Mai* 
^nadof at the mouth of that river. Pzzzaro 
immediately fent to Buenos* Jyres for a fupply 
ofprovifions; but receiving intelligence from 
the Portuguefe Governor of St, Catherines of 
Itlr, jin/on's arrival at that ifland on the 21ft 
of Decemher preceding, and of his preparing 
to put to fea again, Pizxaro refolved to get 
round Cape Horn ; he weighed anchor with the 
whole fleet except the Patacbey and got under 
fail without flaying for his proviilons, which 
however arrived at Maldonado a. day or two 
after his departure. To encourage the men, 
many advantages were offered them to enable 
them to fupport the difficulties and fatigues of 
that hazardous undertaking. But notwith- 
(tanding this precipitate departure, the Englijh 
fleet put to fea four days before him, and in 
this run the Pearl being feparated from the 
rjfl, fell in with Pixzaro's fleet, and narrow- 
ly efcaped being taken. 

At the latter end oi February y Pizxaro with 
his fquadron had run the length of C^^r^<?r;;, 
and flood to ihe weilward, iu oidtt \ft ^wi^A 



it; but in. tbe night of tlie laft day 
. month, old ftile» the Gm^figth the H 
and the EJpertmza^ were feparated frt 
Admiral ; fix Days after the Guipu/coa 
panted ftoQi the other two, and oa th 
inrioiifl Aorm drove the whole fqnadroi 
caflwwd. The cakmitiea they now 
•le glmoft inctedibter for befidet their ft 
Md the ^iftitOb owiBg jto die lealdnefi • 
flupi» the fiundntwu^fo. great that a fii 
on board llie .4(foiUA:m.foar dolars, 
ittlor who. died on bdkrd; had his dea 
lieakd fer fome di^i. by. bis ^brother % 
ia tjkc fiune hammock wUh the corps, < 
foceive the dead maft'a allowa&ce of proi 
rWhi]e.ii.con%tiracy was .ftt on. foot 
marines^ to »morder all the officers, a 
whcriecnewr.fiom no other motive, tl 
de&e of idienng. their hunger by 
priating the ihip's provifions. to theni 
JBat the Uoody defign was prevented 
juH.upon the point of execution, by 
of. .their Qonfefiors, and three of th 
leaders were put to death. But thou 
conipiracy was (urpreflbd, their calamitic 
more and more defbuiUve, fo that ] 
tigudr ficknefs. and hunger, the Jfia : 
at AbiUi Fidh in. the river Plate^ with or 
her 4yew. The St. Eftrvan had alfo 1< 
her lumds, whf n fhe anchored in the 
Barragan^ and the Efftrmma^ a 50 gu 
who brought 4C0 hands from Spain^ na 
58 alive, and the whole regiment of fc 
nib^ except 60 men. In mort, the h 
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uppofed to founder at iea> for fhe was 
heard of more ; and the Quipu/coay was 
lihore and funk on the coafl of BrafiL 
iaft fhiphad on the 4th oi April loll 2co 
)y hunger and fatigue, and though the 
was extremely fliattered, and let in great 
ities of water, thofe who were capable of 
ng at the pumps, at which every officer 
ut e^cception took his turn, were allowed 
in ounce and a half of bifcuit a day, and 
who were too iick to perform this necef- 
ibour, had no more than an ounce of 
:, {<y that the men frequently fell down 
at the pumps. The ihip having loft her 
, the butt ends of her planks being ftarted, 
3lts drawn, her feams all open, and only 
:ogether by fix turns of cable rope> was 
like a wreck till the 24th of April, when 
ofiade the coaft of Brafil, and caft. anchor 
igues to the fouthward of the ifland oi St. 
rine^s. The Captain being defirous of 
eding to that ifland in order to fave the 
)f the (hip with the ftores on board. But 
rew being enraged at the hardfhips they 
ifFered, and the numbers they had loft, 
being at that time no lefs than 3a dead 
s lying on the deck, they all unanimoufly 
onjhortf onjhore^ and obliged the Captain 
I the fhip in direftly for the land, where 
th day after (he funk with all her ftores on 
, but the remainder of the crew to the 
er of 400, who had furvived their hunger 
atigue, got fafe on ftiore. 

Pi%arro 



^o CmmoJhn AiisoN't T O Y AG 1 
PhsartB being in gnat want of all k 
naval ftoret to fit up dio three diiablec 
dbf poor remains oi his fqaadron, and 
i4| tfbib to procore a fopply from any 
wagSboanng fettkments» oiipatdied an 
boat widi a letter of a«<Bt to^pnrclud 
was w^tingfnmi &e Pwrt^pujk at J^^ 
aal'lent an expieft aobft the contmett 
%p in ChiUi CO be thence Ibrwaided 

, Vfcemyof Ara^infenBingUmof tKe4 
his ftjManM had fnfiereili and defirinj 
smftMce of 200,000 doUars firom tb 

-cheft at Um»^ to pot him ia't conditio] 
teinptthe paflage to the ^mih Sem m 
iime^ aiid It b tcrj reiuirica^ 
fribo'nadarttiok to cany this expidi 

&«h of wtnwv wh«n ^CdrdfUer^^m 
imaaftble, was onlf ij davs onhii^ 
h^aOmmsJ^o to St.^dn m Chili/ 
diefe pkces are 300 Sfamfo leagues 
near 40 ^f which are among the precipi 
ftows of the CwddkrM. The Viceto 
ever, wonld ooljr remit him looyooot 1 
' advioe-boat, fent to ^«p Jwinn^ du 
broaght b^ ^ itch» tar, and cordage 
proctcre him neither mafis nor yards, 
to Fixarf^z nasfbrtune, a carpenter w 
had entrdfted with a larg< fnih of moi 
fent to cat mails in the north part of 7^4 
married in the conntry and refinfed to i 
Notwithftanding Aeie dtfiippmntmei 
Mn:* fimnd means to refit the AJm^ i 
St. EJtinfon, and with thefe two fiups x^ 
paadg. to pat to iea the Oaoier icAlov^ 
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to attempt the pailage round Capt Horn 
id time. But the St. Efte^an in failing 
the river Plate ran on a fhole, beat off 
idder, and received fuch damage, that 
as condemned and broke up, and the 
al who had a few months before fo fine 
idron, proceed to (ea in the Ma alone. 
hen he was off Cape Horn, he had again 
)rtilication of bein^ obliged to return by 
p's lofing her maus. 

the AJia had greatly fuffered by this (e- ^ 
!Xpedition, the E/feranxa was ordered to 
tted, and the command of that fhip was 
to MindinuettUf who had been Captain 
Guipu/coa at the time of her being loft. 
^efiAer 1742, he failed from the river 
and arrived fafe on the coaft o£ Chih\ 
he was met by Pizarro, who pafTed over 
rom Buenos Ayres^ but on his arrival there, 
nuitta refufed to deliver the fliip up to 
infiiling that as he entered the South Seas 
and under no fuperior, it was not in 
re's power to refume the authority he had 
refigned, but the Prefident of Chili de- 
g for PizMiro^ Mindinuettay after an ob- 
' ftruegle, was obliged to fubmit. 
nuil here be obferved, that Pixarro in the 
fs he difpatched to the Viceroy of Peru 
tain the 200,000 dollars, had intimated 
us poffible, that at lead a part of the 
7? fquadron might get into the South Seas^ 
lat as he was certain from his own ex- 
ice that it muft be in a very weak and 
celcfji condition, he advikd. V^ ^^^^o 



lency to fend what fhips of war he 

together to the fouthward, where i 

probably intercept the Englijh ihips 

fore they could reach any port to 

frefhment, in which cafe, he did 

but his fhips of war would obtain ai 

qucft. This advice was readily ap 

the Viceroy of Peruy who having air 

out four fhips of force from Callaoy 

guns, two of 40 guns, and one of 

which were intended to join Pizam 

rival on the coaft of Chtlij now ftati 

of them off the port of Conception^ j 

them at the illand of Juan Fernan, 

they continued cruifing for Mr. An 

dron, till the 6th of June^ when r 

any thing of them, and thinking it imj 

them to Keep the fea fo long, they qu 

cruize, and returned to Callao ; a 

markable circumflance, whence it ap 

what the Commodore and the whol< 

the Centurion, coniidered as the moft 

misfortune, and which adlually coll t 

a great number of men, was the meai 

prcfeiTation ; for had the Englijh 

ijland when Mr. An/on was perfuadec 

faw it on the 28th of May, and w 

v/crc in reality very near it, they wot 

lefs have fallen into the hands of th< 

for in the diftrefTed condition they ^ 

in, it would have been impoilible foi 

have made any confiderable effort in 1 

defence ; and both the Tryal, the Gla 

. /////a pink, who feparately reached 1 
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might have ihared the fame fate, and the Ad- 
miral with all the furViving men, have been 
carried prifoners to Callao, At this intelligence 
the people on board the Centurion were no 
longer at a lofs, as to the broken jars, aflies, 
and fifh bones, which they had obferved at 
their firft landing at Juan Feruandes^ iince thefe 
were doubtlefs left by the cruifer Ibtioncd off 
that port. 

But to return to Pi^arro^ who had not yet 
compleated the feries of his misfortunes. In 
174c, * he. and Mindhmctia returned back b}' 
lancl from Chili to Buencs Ayres^ when they 
found the JJia at Monte Fcdis, which tlioy liad 
left there near three years before, and refolvcJ, 
if poflible, to return with her to Eurcpc, They 
refitted her in the bcH manner they were able, 
and all their remaining failors to be met with 
in the neighbourhood of Buenos Jyrcs not a- 
mounting to 100 men, they fupplied thcdcfcd, 
by preffing many of the inliabitants of that 
city, putting on board all the Englijh priibt^ers 
then in their cullody, together with a nu:..bcr 
ei Portuguefe fmugglers, which had been t;ikcn 
at different times, and fome Lulia^is c»f the 
country, among whom was OrdUina an Iruiian 

* The relation of the infurre^icn ^f OvcVaw^ 
and his follonxjcrs <-i.vas taken f rem ti\: ::::■,. !j cT 
an Engliih gentleman then on hoar:! ViVAWxi), ^ho 
often con'vcrfed ivith Orellana, and :rs /;/v.\/..'/ 
circumftances ivere confrmcd hy others i:/:^ 7 •../•.■ ;,•/ 
the Jhip at the fa7nc time, fc that the truth c/ thJs 
ixtraordinary fa^ cannot be doubud. 

Vol. VII. H ^^^'^'^ 
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chief, who belonged to a very powerful t 
which had committed great ravages in 
neighbourhood of Buenos Ayrcsy and ten of 
followers. With this motley crew, all wh 
except the European Spaniards, were extrcr 
averle to the voyage, Pizarro fet fail about 
beginning of No^vember 1745, and the na 
Spamards being fenfible of the difTatisfadio 
the men they had forced on board, treated I 
thofe, the Englijh prifoners, and the Ind. 
with great infolence and barbarity ; but r 
particularly the Indians^ for the meaneft offi 
in the fhip frequently beat them mofl cri 
on the flighteft pretences, and for no other 
fon than to fhew their fuperiority, while ( 
lana, though to appearance patient under 
fufFerings, together with his people, niedit 
a fevere revenge upon his oppreflbrs. Ke ft 
to cultivate an intimacy with fuch of the . 
lijh as fpoke Spamjh, a. language in whicl 
was well verfed, and as he knew that they ^ 
as much enemies to the Spaniards as himfel 
doubtlefs intended to draw them into his fch 
of revenge, to procure their liberty, but foi 
ing them at a diftance, and finding them 
fo ready and vindidive as he expcfted, h< 
folved to trull alone to the rcfolution of hi 
faithful followers, and having agreed 
them on the meafures neceflhry to b:- taken, 
furniihed themfelves with Dutch knives, f 
at the point, which being thofe commonly 
ill the fliip, they procured without the 
difficulty. Befides at tlxir leifurc hourr, 
fccrctly cut out thongs from raw hides, \ 
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were on board, and alfo employed 
;s in fixing to each end of thefe thongs 
le -headed (hot of the fmall quarter- 
ns. This when fwung round their 
:cording to the praftice of their coun- 
a moll mifchievous weapon, in the 
hich, the Indians about Buenos Ayres^ 
expert, as they are trained up to this 
fighting from their infancy. While 
•ks were carrying on, the execution of 
enge was doubtlefs precipitated by a 
itrage committed on Orellana him- 
a very brutal fellow who was one of 
ers, ordering Orellana a-loft, which 
t he was incapable of performing, the 
under the pretence of difobedience, 
I fo violently that he left him bleeding 
:ck, where he lay for fome time, ftun- 
his wounds and bruifes. This doubt- 
le him eager and impatient till the 
'f executing his revenge were in his 
md a day or two after, he and his fol- 
ttempted to put their fcheme in exc- 

of the principal officers were on the 
leek, at about nine in the evening en- 
le frefhnefs of the night air. The wade 
lip was filled with live cattle, and the 
; was manned with its ufual watch, 
-ellana and his companions having pre- 
lis wejipon, and thrown off the more 
IS part of their drefs, came all toge- 
ards the door of the great ca\>\AX\« "Vi^- 

they were reprimanded b^ iiifc\iQ»x- 
H 2 ^V4W.^ 
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fwain, who ordered them to be gone. 

lana then fpohc to his followers in their 

language, Avhen four of them drew of 

to each gang- way, and Orellana and t 

remaining Indians feemed to be flowly qi 

the quarter-deck, inftead of whici OrclL 

fooner faw the gang-ways poiTefTed by } 

tached parties than he fet up the war 

found perhaps the moll terrifying tha 

was heard. Upon which they all drev 

knives and brandifhed their double -J 

ftot, fo fuccefs fully, that they laid near 

the Spaniards at their feet, above 20 of 

were killed on the fpot, and the reft dil 

The confufion which this unexpedled 

fpread amongft the fhips crew is not to I 

fcribed, many of the officers in the begi 

of the tumult, rufhed into the great c 

where they put out the light and barricad 

door, while fome of the others who had ; 

ed the fury of the refolute Indians, ende; 

ed to make their efcape along the gang- w£ 

to the forecaftle ; but the Indians plac 

purpofe ftabbed the greateft part of the 

they attempted to pafs by, or forced th- 

the gang-ways into the walle. Some 

themfelves over the barricadoes into the 

HI and thought themfelves happy in lying co 

ed amongft the cattle, but the greateft pj 

up the main-fhrouds, and fecured then 

either in the tops or rigging. Thus wi 

intrepidity, perhaps without example 

thefe eleven Indians, almoft in aninftant, 

themfelves of the quartet - deck of a 
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mounting 66 guns, and manned with near 500 
hands. The watch in the forecaftle finding 
their communication cut ofF, had run up into 
the rigging of the fore-maft and bowfprit. The 
officers in the great cabbin, amongll whom 
were Pizarro and Mindinuetta, the crew between 
decks, and all who had fled were only anxious 
for their own fafety, and were long incapable 
of forming any projed for recovering the pofTef- 
fion of the fhip. The yells of the Indians, the 
groans of the wounded, and the confufed 
clamours of the crew, all heightened by the 
obfcurity of the night, filled them with the 
imaginary terrors which darknefs, difordcr, 
and an utter ignorance of the real flrength of 
an enemy conftantly produce. And being fcn- 
fible of the difaffeftion of their prefTed hands, 
and confcious of their own barbarity to their 
prifoners, they imagined the confpiracy gene- 
ral, and confidered their deflrudlion as in- 
fallible ; even fome of them were fo terrified as 
to take the refolution of leaping into the fea ; 
but were prevented by their companions. 

The Indians having cleared the quarter-deck, 
the tumult in a great meafure fubfided, for 
thofe who had been fo happy as to efcape were 
kept iilent by their fears, and the Indians were 
incapable of renewing the diforder by purfuing 
them. Orellana now broke open the chcft of 
arms, which a few days before had been re- 
moved to the quarter-deck, on a flight fufpi- 
cion of mutiny, as to a place of the greateft fe- 
curity, but to his great difappointment, found 
nothing but fire-arms ; tho' \vai \i^ \^\xvw^\ 
H X '^'^^^ 
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thefe he would havQ come at the cutlalTes, of 
which he was in fearch, and in the ufe of which 
both he and his companions were extremely 
Ikillful. 

At length Pizarro and his companions ifl the 
great cabbin began to converfe through the cab- 
bin windows and port-holes, with diofe in the 
gun-room and between decks, whence they 
learned that the Englijhy whom th^y chiefly fuf- 
peded, were all fate below, and at laft difcover- 
ed, that none were concerned in the mutiny but 
Orellana and his people. Upon this Pizarro 
and the other officers refolved to attack the /»- 
diansy before any of the difcontented on board 
(hould recover their furprize and join them. 
Pizarro therefore got together the arms that 
were in the cabbin, which were only piftols, and 
diftributed them amongft thofe who were with 
him, and as they had neither powder nor ball, 
they lowered down a bucket out of the cabbin 
window, into which the gunner handed out of 
one of the gun-room ports a quantity of piftol 
cartridges. Having thus procured ammunition^ 
they loaded their piftols, and fetting the door a 
litth open, fired fcveral Ihot amongft the /»• 
dians on the quarter-deck, but without effeft, 
till at laft Mindinuetta had the good fortune to 
fhoot Orellana dead on the fpot, when his 
faithful companions abandoning all thoughts 
of farther refiftance, inftantly leaped into the 
fea, and every one of them perimed. Thus 
was this remarkable infurre6lion quelled, and 
the guarter-deck regained, after rt had been full 
two hoars in the poffefliou of xKis ^x^^t and in- 
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•epid chief, and his brave, but unhappy coun- 
•ymen. 

Pisutrro now continuing his voyage, arrived 
n the coaft of Gait da, in the beginning of 
ie ycsLT 1746, after his being abient from 
;irr0/^ between four and five years, and having 
y his affiduity in endeavouring to defeat Mr. 
htfiti's meafures, diminished the naval power 
f Spahii by the dcftrudlion of four confiJer- 
blc (hips of war, a patache, and above 3000 
f the flower of the Sfanifo failors. 

Beiides the above intelligence, all of which 
xcept that relating to Orellana, the Commo- 
orc learnt from the people and papers on 
card the Carmelo, he was informed, that tho* 
be Viceroy of Peru, had laid an embargo on 
II the (hipping in thofe feas, in the month of 
Utf prccecding, it was now taken oif, which 
lade them flatter themfclves with the hopes of 
btaining other valuable captures, that might in- 
emnify them for the incapacity they were un* 
er of attempting any con fid. ruble Spanijb fet- 
[ements on fhorc, and the Commodvore hav- 
ig thus fatisfied himfclf about the material ar- 
des of his inquiry, and taken on board the 
*tnturiOH moft of the prifoners and all the filvcr, 
e (et fail for Juan Ft^rniindes^ v.htre both he 
ad the prize came to an anchor the following 

ay. 

Upon a farther examination of the prifoners 
ad papers, it appearing that fcvcral other mcr- 
lantmen were bound from CciJiio to Valpa- 
ufit the Commodore difpatched the Trjal ^oox^ 
ID VCJ7 next morning to cruifc oK xJc^t \^Sv 
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mentioned port, and alfo refolved to ieperate 
the ihips under his command, and employ thefl 
in diJlinft cruifes, by wlikh means he woul< 
increafe the chance of obtaining pristesj u; 
run left hazard cf alarming the coaft. Th( 
bailors now forgot all their pafi; diilrefles, fiiH 
refuming their wonted alacrity, laboured inde? 
fatigably in preparing to titke I heir laft leavi 
of the ifland ; but as thefe preparations, not 
withftandin^all their induilry, took up four 
iive days J Mr, Jafon in that interval gave t, 
ders, that the guns belonging to thtjftn^ pol^ 
which were friur fix pounders, four fourpoui 
dcrs, and two fwivels, ihonld be mounted i 
board tk^ prize Carmskj and having {ent il] 
pafllngers :;nd 23 feamen on board the Glm 
tfjier to aiEft in navigating that fliip, he diredci 
Captain Mifchei to leave Ferfiamits^ and cruia 
off the ifland oi Payta, at fuch adiftance fimn 
ihore as fhould prevent his being difcovered^i 
and on this Jlation he was to continue till he 
lb o u Id be joi ne d by the Co m m odo re , Thefe 
ders being delivered, the Commodore weighrf 
anchor on the 19th nf Eepfemhr, in companj 
wjtli the prize, and getting out of the bay^ 
took, his lall leave of the ifland of Ju^h f*fi 
w/^/d/tv, fl;ecrmg to the caJlward in order to joij 
the Tryai floop in her flat ion off Valparaifi^ 



C H A i 
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CHAP. V. 

The taking of the Tryal'j Priz£ the Arranzazu. 
The TrydX condemned and funk as unfit for Ser- 
'vice. The taking of the Santa Terefa de Je- 
fus, and the Nueftra Senora del Carmin. 

THE Centurion upon her leaving Juah 
Fernandesy was detained three days by 
the irregularity and fluftuation of the winds 
within fight of that ifland, but on the' 25th of 
September y]viii before fun-fet, faw two fail to the 
eaftward, on which the prize flood dire6lly from 
the Centurion to avoid giving any fufpicion of 
their being cruifers, while the Commodore 
made ready for an engagement, and fleered 
with all his canvas, towards the fhips he had 
difcovered. It was foon perceived that one of 
thcfe,, which appeared to be a very flout fhip, 
made dire6lly towards him, while the other 
kept at a diflance. By feven o'clock the Cen- 
turion was within piflol fhot of the nearefl, and 
had a broad-fide ready to pour into her, the 
gunners with their matches m their hands wait- 
ing only for orders to fire ; but as Mr. Anfon 
knew it impoflible for her to efcape, he, before 
he fufFered them to fire, ordered the mafler to 
hale them in Spanijh, when the commanding 
officer on board, who proved to be Mr. Hughes^ 
Lieutenant of the Tryal, anfwered in Englijh^ 
and let him know that fhe was a prize taken by 
the Tryal a few days before, and lh?X xk't Ci\3ftR,x 



i 



I 



fhip at a diftance was the Tryal herfel 
was difabled in her mafts. The Try 
after joined the Centurion y and Captair 
ders her commander, coming en board, i 
ed the Commodore that his prize was a 
iailor^ and had coft him 36 hours chace 
for fome time he began to defpair.of 
h'er, and the Spaniards, though alarmec 
with feeing nothing but a cloud of fail 
fuit of them ; (for the TryaPs hull was 
in the -water, that no part of it appear 
finding how little the Ttyal gained opor 
they at length laid afid^ their fears, an 
ing their courfe in the night, Ihut u] 
windows to prevent any of -their light 
fcen ; but a fmall crevice in one of tl: 
ters, rendered all their precautions inefi 
for the TryaPs people perceiving a ligli 
it, chaced it till they arrived within gi 
when ^Captain Saunders unexpeftedly 2 
them with a broadflde ; and before h< 
fire another, they lowered their (iiils, a 
mitted without oppoiition. She was ca 
j^rranzazu, and was one of the large 
chant-men eipployed in thofe feas, bein 
600 tons burden. Her cargo was m 
fame as that of the Carmeloy but her i. 
mounted only to about 5000 I. fterling. 
This fuccefs was, however, ballaiiced 
TryaPs having had the misfortune to fp: 
main-mall ; her main-top-malt had ali 
by the board ; and the next morning, 
were all {landing to the eaftward, Ihe 
her fore-mail. Thefe incidents were r( 
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more unhappy by the impoflibility of aflifling 
ber ; for the wind then blew fo hai'd, that the 
Commodore could not venture to hoift out 
bis boat ; fo that as he could not think of leav- 
ing her in this unhappy fituation, he was ob- 
liged to lay to, in order to attend her for the 
greatell part of forty-eight hours ; and as they 
were all the while driving from their ftation; 
there was reafoh to fear that this deprived 
them of feveral coniiderable captures. 

However, on the 27th, the weather proving 
more moderate, Mr. An/on fent his boat for the 
Capt.of the Trya/, who,on his coming on board, 
produced an inftrument figned by himfelf and 
all the officers, reprefenting that the floop, be- 
fides being difmafted, was fo very leaky in her 
hall, that it was neceffary to ply the pumps 
even in moderate weather ; and that if the 
weather fhould prove bad, they ipuft all ine- 
vitably pcrifli ; when the Commodore confider- 
ing that he had not the neceffary ftores proper 
for repairing her, gave orders for her being 
deftroyed ; but conceiving it expedient to keep 
up the appearance of the fame force, appoint-r 
ed the Tfyal\ prize, which the viceroy of Pe-r 
ru had often employed as a man of war, to be 
a frigate in his Majefty's fervice, and to be 
manned by the TryaJ^s crew, under the fame 
Captain and officers. When in the Sfamjh 
fervice (he had mounted 32 guns, but was now 
to have only 20, which were the 1 2 on board 
the Try a/, and eight that had belonged to the 
/f««rt pink. This being determined, Captain 
Sauffdefi was directed to take out oi ^ivt ^00^ 



the arms, ammunition, ftores, and everj 
that coald be of ufe to the other ihij 
then to fcattle and fmk her; after wi 
\vas to proceed with his new frigate, 
utras to be called the Tryal^s Prtsze, and tc 
off the iibmd oFFalfarat/pt where he 
Gontxnae 24 da^s ; and if not joined 1 
Commodore in that time, he was to | 
down the coaft to Fi/ce, or Na/ca, w] 
would be certain of meeting with Mr. 
Thcfe orders being given, the CefOwn 
the other veffels on the 27th of Septm 
order to cruize for ibme days off Va^\ 
Notwithflanding this diijpofition w 
moft prudent that could be imagined, 
dering the fmallnefs of the Commodore": 
yet he had not the happinefs to fee an 
mt any of thcfe ftations, and being joii 
the Tfy4d*% and Ctntwfiot^% prizes, Sie la 
which had affiled in clearing and fcuttl 
TryaU it was refotvcd to join Captain 1 
who was ftationed off P^?y/«,that if a Spanij 
dron fhould be fitted out at CaUaOy they 
hy uniting their ftrength, be prepared to g 
W^um reception. With this view the) 
to the nordiward, and on the 5 th of iVi 
came in fight of the high land of Ba 
and an hour afterwards, had the fatis 
they had fo long wifhed for of feeing a fai 
which they immediately gave chace ; 1 
Centurion out-failing the two prizes, ju 
out of fieht, and gained confiderably 
chace. However, as the night came o 
about /even o'clock, loft fight of her, ; 
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were in fome perplexity what courfe 
r ; but at laft the Commodore refolved, 
^ were then before the wind, not to 
his courfe. The chace was thus conti- 
.bout an hour and a half in the dark, 
r other conftantly imagining they dif- 
her fails right a-head ; but, at length, 
Y//, the fecond Lieutenant, really dif- 
l her, about four points to the larboard, 
r off to the feawarJ, and immediately 
g for her, they, in lefs than an hour, 
ip with her, and ^ving fired 14 fhot at 
le ftruck. Mr. Dennis^ the Centurion^ % 
lieutenant, was fcnt in the boat with 16 
:o take pofTcfiion of the prize, when he 
that fhe was about 300 ton burden, was 
the Santa Terefa de Je/us ; was bound 
'uaiaquil to Callao, and that her lading 
d of hides, timber, tobacco, cocoa, co- 
ts, ^ito thread, which is very ftrong, 
ade of a fpecies of grafs, wax, ^ito 
Ifff. But the fpecie on board amounted 
more than 170 /. Though the cargo 
great value to the Spaniards ^ yet as they . 
iA orders never to ranfom their fhips, 
goods taken in thefe feas, except what 
gUjh themfelves had occafion for, were 
3ther advantage, than as it was a lofs to 
rmy. 

les the crew, which amounted to /j 5 
there were ten pafTengers on boar;!, 
en and three women, who were natives 
country, but born of Spanijh ^ar^twX.^, 
;r with thrc^ black flaves tVax u.xx.^tw^'5:\ 



them ; the women were, the mother, ai 
two daughters, the eldeft of whom was 
21, and the youngeft about 14. Thefe v 
were extremely terrified, and iu the g 
diArefs, at their falling into the hands 
enemy, whom, from the former outra 
the Buccaniers ; and the artful iniinuati 
their priefts, they had been tatight to a 
as the moft brutal and terrible of all ma 
Thefe dreadful apprehenfions ' were i 
heightened by the remarkable beauty* 
youngeff of the women, and the rioto 
pofition, they might reafonably expedt 1 
in a fet of failors, who had not ieen a y 
for near a twelve month. Filled witt 
terrors, the women hid themfelves a 
as the officer came on board ; and whe 
were difcovered, he found much diffici] 
perfuading them to approach the light, 
'ever, he foon convinced them, by his h 
behaviour, and his aflurances of their 
fafety and honourable treatment, that a 
apprehenfions were groundlefs. The Ci 
dore being informed of the terror th 
difcovered, immediately fcnt word tha 
ihould be continued on board their owi 
have the ufc of the fame apartments, 
the other conveniencies they had before 
ed ; he gave ftrid orders that they fhoi 
ccive no molellation or difturbance what 
To give them the greater certainty tha 
orders would be complied with, as we 
aiFord them the means of complaining 
lyere not, be allowed the pilot, who u 
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rally the fecond perfon on board the Spamjh 
fliipsy to flay with them, as their guardian 
ana proteAor, an office to which this pilot was 
chofen by Mr. Anforiy from his feeraing ex- 
tremely interefted in every thing relating to 
the women ; and his at firft declaring he was 
married to the youngeft of them, though it af- 
terwards appeared, that he had afferted this, 
with no other view but to fecure them the bet- 
ter from the treatment they expefted to find 
on their falling into the hands of the Englip, 
By this compaffionate and indulgent behavi- 
our their conflernation entirely fubfided, and 
they continued eafy and chearful during the 
whole time they remained prifoners. 

The next morning the Centurion was joined 
jby her two cbnforts, when they proceeded to- 
senher to the northward, they being now four 
lafl in company. They here found the fea for 
many miles round them, of a beautiful red co- 
lour, which, upon examination, was imputed 
to an immenfe quantity of fpawn fwimming 
upon its furface ; for fome of the water being 
taken up in a wine glafs, it had there a dirty 
appearance, but foon changed to a clear- cry- 
raJ, with only fome red globules of a flimy 
nature floating on the top. As they had a 
Topply of timber on board their new prize, the 
Commodore gave orders for repairing their 
boats, and for fixing a fwivel gun- flock in the 
bow both of the barge and pinnace, in order 
to increafe their force, in cafe he fhould be 
obliged to make ufeof them in boaidm^^v^^, 
tx ior smy sittcm^pts on fhore. 

1 2 t:\\q\x^ 



iS Liowmodm ANtON'a V U Y A «i J£ 
Though thev continued ftanding t 
northward, notning remarkable occurre 
two or three days, notwithftanding the 
were fpread in Aich a manner, that i 
ibftrcely pdffible for any of the enemy's 
to tkige them. In their run dong thi: 
it was obf^ed that there was a current 
^t them to the northward at the rate • 
or twelve miles a day. Being now in 
«ight defl;reefli of fputh latitude tjiey bei 
I>e attended with yaft numb^^ of flyii 
and bpnitos^ which were the firtf they i 
ter their ^e^zxtw^ from the coaft of ^ 
.But it is obferrable, that on the eaft £ 
Stuth Am/mcaf they extoided to a much 1 
latitude than they did on the weft fid< 
the fidlors.did not, lofe fight of them o 
coaft of Brafil till diey approached the 
' ern tropic. Thcreafon or .which is doi 
the difierent degrees of heat obtaining i 
iame latitude on different fides of the 
sent* For it is evident that the tempe 
of ajplace depends much more upon oth 
cumftances than its dilbnce from the pc 
its proximity to the equinodial. Thus 
found by this fquadron, that though th 
oi Brafil is extremely fultry, yet, the cc 
the South-Seas y in the fame latitude, is 
haps, as temperate, as any part of the • 
fince in rangin? along it, they did not 
meet with fuch warm weather as is fr^ 
in a fummer*s day in England^ which wi 
more extraordinary, as there never fall 
rains to refrelh and cool the air. On thi 
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o£ Peruy and even under the eqiiinodial itfelf, 
every circumftance concurred to make the open 
air and day-light defirable, for in other coun- 
tries the fcorching heat of the fan in fummer. 
Tenders the greater part of the day unapt eitlier 
for labourer amufement, and the frequent rains 
are not lefs troublefomc in the more temperate 
parts of the year. But in this delightful cli- 
mate the fun rarely appears, for th^ re is con- 
flantly a chearful grey fky, juil fufficient to 
fcrcen the fun and to mitigate the violence of 
its perpendicular rays, without obfcuring the 
air, or tinging the day-light with an unplca- 
iant or melancholly appearance. Thus all parts 
of the day are proper for labour or cxercife 
abroad, while the refreftiing and agreeable cool- 
nefs of the air in other climates produced by 
rains, is here brought about by frefh breezes, 
from the cooler regions to the fouthward. 

It is not to be doubted, that this happy 
complexion of the heavens is chicUy owing to 
the neighbourhood of thofe vaft mountains 
called the Andes ^ which running nearly parallel 
the fhore, from which they are but a fmall 
diflance, and extending themfelves immcnfcly 
higher than any other mountains upon the 
globe, form upon their fides and declivities a 
prodigious traft of country, where according 
to the different approaches to their fummit, all 
kinds of clima,fes may at all feafons be found. 
Thefe mountains intercept great part of the 
eaftern winds which generally blovv upon the 
continent of ^outh Amcricay cool that ^art of 
"the air which ioxcQs its way over 0\^ x.^^^.,'^'^^ 
I 3 V^^^ 
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keep a large part of the atmofphere pc; 
ally cool, from its contiguity to the i 
with which they are conftantly covered, 
thefe mountains by fpreading the inilue 
their frozen crefts to the neighbouring 
and feas of Peru^ are doubtlefs the ca 
the tcmperatur^ and equability which con: 
prevail there. But when this fquadron h 
vanced beyond the equinodial, and left 
mountains, the people had nothing to 
them to the eaftward, but the highlai 
the ifthmus of Panama^ which are but 
hills to the Andes, they then experience 
fhort time, an entire change of climate 
in two or three days paffed from the t 
rate air of Peru to the fultry burning ; 
phere of the Wefl-Indies. 

On the loth of No<vemhery the Comn 
was within three leagues of the fouth 
ifland of Lchos, lying in fix degrees 2 
nutes fouth latitude, and now drawing m 
ftation appointed for the Gloucefiery nu 
eafy fail all night ; but the next morni 
day-break, faw a fhip in Ihore, and to 
ward, which had paffed the fquadron by 
of the night, and was plying up the coai 
fhe was foon perceived not to be the Gle 
they got iheir tacks on board, and ga 
chace ; but there being very little wind, 
prevented any of the fhips making muc 
the Commodore ordered the barge, hi 
nace, and the TryaPs pinnace to be n 
and armed, to purfue the chace, and boa 
Lieutenant Brctt^ who coiiimau<lv:d \V^^ 
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le up with her about 9 o'clock, and run- 
g a long.- fide of her, fired a volley of fmall 
t between the malls, over the heads of the 
pie on board, and then inftantly entered 
h mod of his men, the enemy making no 
(hmce> they being fufficiently frightened by 

volley they had juft received, and the daz- 
\g of the cutlafles. Lieutenant Bretty im- 
iiately ordered the fails to be trimmed, and 
e down to the Commodore, taking up in 

way the two pinnaces, but when he came 
hin four miles of the Centurion, he put off 
the barge with a number of prifoners, from 
om he had learned fome material intelli- 
ice, which he was defirous of communica- 
T to the Commodore, as foon as poffible. 
e prize was named Nueftra Senora del C arming 
(fas of about 270 tons burden, and had on 
ird 43 mariners, and was deeply laden with 
:1, iron, plank, cedar pepper, cinnamon, pow- 

blue, European bale goods, fnuiF, rofaries, 
nijh indulgencies, and other fpecies of mer- 
ndife. Though this cargo, m their pre- 
t circumftarices was but of little value, yet 
ivas a greater lofs to the Spaniards than any 
»ture they had made in that part of the 
rid ; for it amounted to above 400,000 dol- 
\ prime coft at Panama. This fhip was 
md to Callao, and had ftopt at Ptt^ta in her 
fage, to take in a frefh fupply of water and 
ivifions, having left that place but about 24 
irs, before fhe fell into the hands of the 
^lijh ; and from the paffengers on board tKls 
p, lAcutcnzxiX, Brett had beeu Vxifoiisi&^i, ^^^^'^ 
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a few days before, a veflel had entered Payi 
the Mafter of which had told the Govern 
that he had been chaced by a very large fhi 
which frorii her fize, and the colour of h 
fails, he imagined to be one of the Englijh fqu 
dron, and that the Governor being fully fat 
fied with this relation, had immediately fe 
an exprefs to Limay to carry the news to tl 
Viceroy, while the royal officer refiding 
Payfa, being apprehenfive of a vifit from tl 
Englijh, had from his iirft learning this intc 
ligence, been bufdy employed in removij 
both the King's treafure and his own to Piur 
a town, within, land at about 14 leagues d 
fiance, but that there was a confiderable fu 
of money belonging to fome merchants of Lim 
lodged in the cuftom-houfe of Pay fa, which w 
intended to be fent on board a veffel then 
the port, and that was preparing to fail wi 
the utmoft expedition ; it being bound fi 
the bay of Sonfmnats on the coaft of Mexh 
to purchafe a part of the cargo of the Manila ihi 
It was immediately conjedlured, that tl 
large Ihip which had chaced the veffel in 
Payta was the Gloucefter, as indeed it was, at 
it being found that the veffel in which the m( 
ney was to be fhipped, was efleemed a prin 
failor, and had juit received a new coat of tallo 
on her bottom, it was concluded that they h; 
no chance of coming up with her, if they fu 
fered her to efcape out of the port. Thercfoj 
as they were now difcovercd, and the coa 
would be foon alarmed, fo as to prevent the 
cruifing being of any advantage, the Commc 
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4orc, after minutely inquiring into the flrength 
and condition of the place, refolved to endea- 
vour to furprife it that very night. 



Co: 

CHAP. VI. 

The taking and burning of the To'wn of Payta. 
The fetting the Pr if oners on ft>ore ; and an Ac- 
count of the generous treatment they received 
from the Commodore. 

'P JTTA' IS fituated in a barren foil, only 
^ com^ofed of fand and flate ; it is in c®. 1 2'. 
fbuth latitude, and does not furnifh a arop of 
• frefli water, or any kind of greens or provi- 
fions, except fifli and a few goats ; but about 
two or three leagues diftant, there is a town 
^ed Colani whence water, maize, greens, 
fowls, &c. are conveyed to Payta on floats, 
for the convenience of the fhips that touch 
there; anfl cattle are brought from Piura^ a 
town which lies almofl 14 degrees up in the 
.country. The water fetched from Colan is 
whitifh, and has a difagreeable look ; but is 
faid to be very wholefome, the inhabitants pre- 
tending that it runs through large woods of 
Sarfaparilla^ and that it is fenfibly impregna- 
ted with it. The port of Payta^ though in 
icality little more than a bay, is efteemed the beft 
in that part of the coaft ; and indeed, it af- 
fords a very fecure and commodious anchorage, 
it is therefore much frequented b^ ^\V n^^"^"?* 
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coming from the Norths fmce there is nc 
place for the fhips from AcaftdcOy Son) 
Realejo a.ndPaftama to take in ref refhments 
paiTage to Cailaoy and the wind being i 
greateft part of the year full againll 
renders it impoflible for them to perforn 
long voyages, without flopping upon th( 
for a recruit of frefh water. The tow 
but of fmall extent, as it contained lef 
200 families. The houfes were only j 
floors, the walls of which were built o 
cane and mud, and the roofs were th 
with leaves, but though thefe edifices w< 
tremely flight, they were fufficient for 
mate, where rain is confldered as a prodi^ 
is not feen in many years. 

Mr. Jft/on, oh inquiring into the ftrer 
the place, was told, that it had no oth( 
teftion than the fort, in which was in< 
eight pieces of cannon ; but that it ha 
ther ditch nor out-work, it being furrc 
by a plain brick wall, and that the g 
confifted of only one weak company, i 
the town might poffibly arm 300 men m 

The Commodore, confidering thi 
ftrength of the place did not require his 
force, and that his fhips might be eafil 
at a diftance, even in the night, which 
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monition, and intruded the command of the 
)edition to Lieut. Brett, to prevent the confu- 
a which poffibly might arife from their igno- 
ice of the flreets, and the darknefs oT the 
;ht, he ordered two of the Spanijh pilots to 
idad the Lieutenant to the moil convenient 
ding-place» and to be his guides on fliore ; 
iecure their fidelity, the prifoners wfere in- 
med that they fhould all of them be releafed, 
i landed at this place, provided the Pilots 
cd faithfully. At the fame time he threatned 
J Pilots, that if they were guilty of treachery, 
mifcondud, they ihould be inftantly fhot, 
i he would carry the rell of the Spaniards on 
ird, prifoners to England, 
/^bout 10 o'clock at night, at which time 
; ihips were within ^\^ leagues of the place, 
sotenant Brett, with the boats under his 
mnand, put oiF, and arrived without being 
covered, at the- mouth of the bay ; but he 
i no fooner entered it, then he was perceived 
fome of the people on board a veff^l riding 
anchor, who immediately getting into their 
It, rowed towards the fhores fh outing and 
ing. The EngUJh, the EngUJh dogs^ &c. by 
ich the whole town was inllantly alarmed, 
i the men in the boats foon perceived fe- 
al lights hurrying backwards and forwards 
the fort, and other marks of the inhabitants 
ng in motion. Upon this Lieutenant Brett 
rouraged his men to pull up brilkly, that 
J might allow the enemy as little time as 
Bible to prepare for their defence. But be- 
c the boats could reach the. (Uo\t, xV^ ^^- 
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naked, leaving his wife, a young lady of about 
17 years of age, to whom he had been mar- 
ried but three or four days ; but fhe too was 
afterwards carried off in her fhift, by a couple 
of fentinels, juft as the detachment arrived be- 
fore the houfe. The few inhabitants who rc» 
mained were confined under a guard in one of 
the churches, except fome flout negroes, who 
were employed tht remaining part of the night, 
to affift in carrying jthe treafure from the cuf- 
tom-houfe and other places to the fore ; bat 
thefe were always attended by a file of muf- 
queteers. 

The conveyance of the treafure from the 
cuftom-houfe, was the principal employment 
of Mr, Brett^s people ; but while the failors 
were thus buficd they could not be prevenfed 
from entering the houfes in their way, in 
fearch of private pillage, where the firft things 
they obfcrved being the cloaths left by the Spa- 
niards in their flight, which, according to the 
tuftom of the country, were moft of them either 
embroidered or laced, they eagerly leized thefe 
glittering babbits, and llipt them on over their 
own dirty trowfers and jackets, at the fametime 
not forgetting the tye or bag-wig, and laced 
hat, which were generally found with the 
cloaths, and this pra£lice being once begun, 
there was no preventing its bemg imitated by 
the whole detachment. But thofc, who came 
latefl into the fafhion, not finding men's cloaths 
fufficient to equip themfelves, took up with 
v/omen's gowns and petticoats, which, pro- 
vided \hcy were rich enough, they made no 
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fcruple of putting on, and blending with their 
own greafy drefs, fo that Mr. Brett was ex- 
tremely furprifed at their grotefque figure, 
when a party thus ridiculoufly metamorphofcd 
firft came before him, and could fcarcely know 
them. 

Mean while the Centurion and the other fhips 
made an eafy fail towards Payta^ and about 
fcven in the morning began to open the bay. 
Though thofe on board had no reafon to doubt 
of the fuccefs of the enterprife, yet it was 
with great joy they difcovered, by means 
of their perfpeftives, an Englijh^z.^ hoifted on 
the flag-ftaff of the fort. They then plied into 
the bay > with as much expedition as poflible, 
and at eleven the TryaPs boat came on board 
the Centurion laden with dollars and church 
plate, when the officers who commanded it, 
informed the Commodore of the tranfaflions 
of the precceding night. 

Mr. Brett hitherto went on collefting and 
removing the treafure without interruption, 
while the enemy affembled from all parts of 
the country, on a hill at the back of the town, 
where they made a confiderable appearance, 
having" amongft the reft of their force 200 
horfe that feemed well armed, mounted, and 
farnifhed with trumpets, drums, and ftandards. 
They paraded about tlie hill with great often- 
tation, founding their military mufic, and prac- 
tifiojg every art to intimidate the few who were 
on (hore, whofe numbers were now known, to 
induce them to abandon the place \it.?oi^ ^«. 
i^hge was completed. Mr. Brett \iCweN«, 



proceeded in fending oiF the treafure, 
employing the boats to carry on board 
ments, fuch as hogs, fowls, ^c, as lo 
was light. To prevent any furprife 
night, the Commodore fent a reinforcei 
ihore, which was polled in all the ] 
leading to the parade, and for their 
fecurity, the ftreets were fortified wit 
ricadoes fix feet high. But as the ene 
inained quiet all the night, they refu 
day-break, the employment of loa^i 
boats, and fending them off. 

It now appeared of what import 
would have been, had it been poffible i 
fecured the Governor ; for had he been 
power, he would probably have been i 
to treat for the ranfom of many llorc 
full of valuable efFeds, for which the C 
dore had no room on board, but which 
have been of extraordinary advantage t 
, Having collected all the force of the ' 
for many leagues round, he was fo elat 
his numbers, and fo fond of his new i 
command, that he feemed to have loll 
cern for the fate of his govemjnent, and 
the Commodore fent leveral melTages 
by fome who had been taken prifoners 
ing to ranfom the town upon eafy tei 
was fo arrogant and impudent, that he 
V.\ not even return an anfwer. 

\\ On the fecond day of the Efiglijh b 

S; polTeffion of the plac ^ the Spaniards 

fuch want of water, that many of thci 
crept into (he town by Health, and 
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away feveral jars of water to their mafters on 
the hill, and Mr, Brett was informed both by 
the deferters and fome prifoners he took, as 
they were carrying away the water, that the 
poniards on the hill being encreafed to a for- 
midable number, had revived to ilorm the 
town and fort the fucceeding night, when that 
one Gordon^ a Scotch papift, was to have the 
command of that enterprife. He however, con- 
tinued fending off the boats, without the lead 
hurry or precipitation till the evening, when a 
reinforcement was again ordered on fhore by 
Mr, Anfofij and Mr. Brett doubled his guards 
at each of the barricadoes. The different polls 
were connedled by means of fentinels placed 
within 'call of each other, and the whole vi- 
fited by frequent rounds attended with a drum. 
Thefe marks of the vigilance and readinefs of 
the Englijh to receive them, damped their re- 
folution ; fo that the pafTed that night with 
as little moleltation as they had done the for- 
mer. 

As Mr. Brett had the evening before fent 
all the treafure on board the Centurion^ the 
boats were employed on the third morning, 
which was the 1 5 th of November y in carrying 
off the moft valuable part of the effects that 
remained in the town, and the Commodore in- 
tending to fail in the afternoon, he about ten 
o'clock fent all his prifoners, amounting to 8S 
on fhore, giving orders to Lieutenant Brett, to 
fecure them in one of the churches, till the 
men were ready to embark. Mr. Brett v^-a.s'a^. 
the fame tijne ordered, to butu v!lcv& viWiSs 

K 3 XSiNN^ 
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town, except the two Ghurclie9, which flood 
. at foflie difiace from the houfes, after which 
he was to abandon the place, and re£iMii on- 
hoai-d. That gentleman jpnnduaUy coa^jJkd. 
with thcie ovden, for iet|ing hii ineft to ^M|!if^ 
he diftribnfbi pitefa, tiur, and other copbti^ 
bks, of wUcJi there were great qtumtitki ia 
the town# into hoafes fitnated in diAlwift 
flreets j that the place being fired m many 
qiuurlier9 at the ume time, .the deltruftion 
might be the «more violent and fuddcD, and 
the enemy after his departnre migkc not he 
able to cxtingiiiih it. Thia being done, he 
caufed the cannon in the fort to be nailed up, 
and then^ fettins fire to fnch' houfes ^s were to 
the windward, he coUe^edhismen and marched 
towards the beach, .where the boats waited to 
carry them off. That part of the beach, whence 
he intended to embark being an open place 
without the town, the Spaniards on the hill 
perceived he was retreating, and refblved, in 
order to lay fome foundation for future boaft- 
ing, to try if they could precipitate their de- 
parture ; for this purpofe a fmall fquadron of 
about 60 horfe marched down the hill with mach 
feeming refolution; but notwithftanding the 
pomp and parade with which they at fiT&, came 
on, Mr. Brett had no fooner ordered his men 
to halt and face about, than they put a flop 
to their career, and did not dare to advance a 
flcp farther while he continued on the beach* 
On their arrival at the boats in order to p^ 
on board, the men were fome time retarded 
At miiTwg one of tWir xv\xm\:)ev, ;xtv^\«®^ 
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unable by their inquiries amongft each other to 
learn where he was left, or by what accident 
he was detained, they after a confiderable de- 
lajr, got into the boats, in order to depart 
without him, but when the lafl man was ac- 
tually embarked, and the boats were putting 
off, they heard him calling to them to take 
him in. The town was by this time fo com- 
pletely on fire, and the fmoke covered .the 
beach with fuch a cloud, that they could 
fcarccly difcern him though they heard his 
voice ; the Lieutenant however, immediately 
ordered one of the boats to his relief, who 
found him up to the chin in water, for he had 
waded as far as he durft, being extremely ter- 
rified at the apprehenfions of falling into the 
hands of an enemy, who were doubtlefs en- 
raged "at the plunder and deftrudlion of their 
town. Inquiry being made into the caufe 
of his flaying behind the reft, it was found 
that he had that morning taken too large 
a dole of brandy, which had tjjrown him into 
fo found a fleep, that he did not awake till the 
fire camje-near enough to fcorch him. At firft 
opening his eyes, he was ftrangely amazed at 
feeing on the one hand all the houfes in a 
blaze, and on the other feveral Spaniards and 
Indians near him. The greatnefs and fudden 
of his fright inftantly reduced him to a ftate of 
fobricty, and gave him the prefence of mind 
to pufii through the thickeft of the fmoke, 
the likelieft means of efcaping the etv^^sq , 
and then mzVmg the bell o£ \C\s va^-^ x» 
the beach, he, though he cou\4tioxWvscv> "^^^ 
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as far into the water as he durft, before he 
ventured to look back ; but to the honour of 
all the other brave fellows who were on fhore, 
though there were great quantities of wine and 
fpirituous liquors, ready at their hands, at aU 
mofl every warehoufe, this was the only maa 
who was known to have fo far negledled * his 
duty as to get drunk. 

By the time the failors had helped- theif 
comrade out of the water and were rowing to 
the fquadron, the flames had feized every part 
of the town, and by means of the combnfti- 
bles, the flightnefs of the materials of wHbSch 
thehoufes were built, and their aptnefs totate 
fire, had taken fuch hold, that it was vifible 
no endeavours of the enemy, though thttr 
flocked down in great numbers, could poffiUy 
prevent the entire deftruftion of the town and 
all the merchandize contained in it. 

Lieutenant Ereifs detachment having joined 
the fquadron, the Commodore prepared to 
fail that evening. At his firft coming into the 
bay he found fkc of the enemy's veflels at an- 
chor, one of which was the fhip that was to 
have conveyed the treafure to the coafl: of 
Mexlcoy and being informed flie was a good 
failor, he refolved to take her with himt 
There were alfo two fnows, a bark, and two 
row galleys of 36 oars each, which the Com- 
modore having no occafion for, had ordered 
the mails of all five to be cut away at his firft 
arrival, and on his leaving the place, they 
were rowed out of the harbour, fcuttled and 
funky the command of X\i^ o\.Vv.^t (hip was 
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en to Mr. Hughes the Lieutenant of the 
>ali who was allowed ten men to navigate 
•; and the fquadron, which was now aug- 
nted to fix iail, that is, the Centuriony the 
■«/*s Prize, the Camelo, the Carmiriy the 
efa, and the Soli dad, the laft acquired vef- 
weighed anchor about midnight, and failed 

of the bay. 

The lofs of the Spaniards by the deflru6lion 
Payta was very confiderable, iince a very 
at part of the goods that were burnt, con- 
id of velvets, cambricks, filks, broadcloths, 
. and though the acquifition made by the 
dijh was very inconfiderable in comparifon 
fi what was deflroyed, yet it was far from 
ig defpicable, for the wrought plate, dol- 
1 and other coin which fell into their hands, 
)unted to above 30,000/. fterling, befides 
;ral rings, bracelets, and jewels, whofe va- 
could not then be determined ; the plunder, 
t became the property of the immediate 
tors was alfo very confiderable, fo that this 

the moil important booty they had hitheito 
:with. 

t has been already obferved, that all the 
oners taken in the preceeding prizes, were 
on fhore and difcharged at Payta, and as 
honour done to our national character in 
fe parts, was very great, from the huma- 
j and generolity with which Mr. An/on be- 
ed to thofe who fell into his hands, this 
:umftance deferves to be more particularly 
;ted. Amongft thefe prifoners were fome 
bns of confiderable diftindion, and in ^at- 
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-^U ticular a youth of about fever 

%, of age, the fon of the Vice-pre(i« 

& council of Chili, As the native 

H countries had the moil terrible i( 

cruelty of the Englijh, all the prifo: 
being firft taken oh board the Engl 
were under great horror and anxiet 
but the young gentleman juft ment 
had never been from home befon 
his captivity in the" moft moving 
regretting in very plaintive terms, 
his parents, his brothers, his iifte 
native country, being fully perfuai 
had taken his laft farewel of them, 
was devoted for the remainder of 1: 
abjeft and cruel fervitude ; indeed, 
nijh prifoners had the fame defpond 
of their fituation ; bur Mr. jinfon 
exerted all his endeavours to effac 
xifying impreffions, by taking ca 
many of the principal per fon s amor 
there was room for, fhould by tu 
his table, and by giving the flri^ 
that they fliould at all times be 1 

I the i^tmoft humanity and decenc] 

withftandirig this, it was obfervet 
- the firft two or three days, they re 

fears, and fufpefted that the gentlei 
iffi^ uiage was preparatory to fome unk: 

mity : but at length being convii 
Commodore's fincerity, they grew 

Pchearful, and the youth above-mer 
only conquered his fears, but en 
great alfedion for Mr. y/w/cw, arvd 
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:ed with a manner of life diffe^pnt from 
:hing he had known before, that it was 
d whether he would not have preferred 
ge to England in the Centurion^ to his 
immediately feton fhore 2XPayta, 
he Commodore's humanity was conflant 
iform, it gave the prifoners favourable 
ents of the whole Englijh nation ; and 
rood opinion was greatly increafed by 
jmmodore's leaving the ladies taken in 
^efa the pofleffion of their apartments, in 
ting all his people on board from ap- 
i^jg them, and allowing the pilot to 
ith them as their guardian : At wKich 
aniards on board were the more fur- 
as it was done without his ever feeing 
)men, though the two daughters were 
jfteemed handfome, and the youngeft 
celebrated beauty. The women them- 
were fo fenfible of the obligations they 
bim on this account ; that they abfolute- 
fed to go on fhore at Payta^ till they 
flowed, to wait on the Commodore, on 
the Centurion^ to return him thanks in 
; and, indeed, all the prifoners left the 
' with the flrongeft aflurances K>.» their 
il remembrance of the generous treat- 
hey had met with. In p^ticular a jefuit 
ad been taken by the Commodore, and 
as an eccleiiafiic of fome diftindion, re- 
his thanks for the civilities he and his 
ymen had found on board, declaring that 
uld always confider it as his duty to do 
nfin juftice, and added that hU U«9LtooA'<Cit. 
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of the men prKoncrs was fdch as could nevi 

be forgot, but that hia behaviour to the wajnt 
was fo extraordinary, that he doabted win 
ther the regard dae to his own ecclefiailia 
character would be fuiEdent to render it credi 
' ble, Mr. W^ulter obferves, ** That he was aj 
*' terwarda informed that both he and the rd 
*' of the prifoners had not been iilcnt on dj 
■* head; but had both flr Lima^ and othi 
*■ pkcefi given the greateil encomitimjj on tfei 
*^ Conunodorc, the jefuit^ in particular, haviiu 
'* on hifi account interpreted in a liur and hypo 
*' thetical fenfe, that article of his churt) 
*• which aflerts the impoffibility of hcredcs bo 




CHAP. VII. 

Di/putes about the Plunder happily adjufled. S^ 
Prizes taken by the Gloucefter. Tbn J^ 
for Quibo. Tht Terefa and Solidad dm^ 
The proceedings of the Squadron at Qyfa^* 
J '^fcriptiqn of that ljland\ an Jc€natjf4 
the Pearl Fifieryy and of the 'various Kim^ 
Turtle. ; . .. 

'"F^ H E fquadron having fct fail from Pi 

Jjl on the 1 6th of No^emter at abput 
nighty the Commodore in the .morninj 
orders for the (hips to difpeffc, .in 6] 
look out for the Gloucefter* ,A J^oufy 
arofc between thpfc w\io\«A\swa.CQni' 
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on fhore, and thofe who hadcgntinucd on board, 
occafioned by the private plunder got at Payta^ 
ivhich the former coniidered as a reward for 
Jie rifles they had run, and therefolution they 
lad fhewn, while thofe who remained on board, 
irged, that had it been left to their choice, 
hey (hould have preferred adling on fhore to 
ontinuing on board, and that while their com- 
ades were on land, their duty was extremely 
ktiguing, fince they were conftantly under 
ims to fecurc the prifoners, whofe numbers 
xceeded their own, to prevent any attempts 
hat might be formed at that critical jundture, 
nd that a fufficient force on board was as 
leceflary to the fuccefs of the enterprife, as 
he adlion of the others on fhore, and this difpute 
role to fuch an height, that the Commodore 
houghtit neceffary to interpofe his authority, 
•efore it was attended with any mifchievous 
onfequences. Accordingly on the morning 
fter their leaving Pcyta^ he ordered all hands 
pon the quarter-deck, and addrefling himfclf 
D thofe who had been detached on Ihore, hii^h- 
/ commended their behaviour, and thanked 
licSSi for their fervices on that occafion. He 
icn rcprefented the reafons urged by thofe 
'ho had continued on board for an equal di- 
ifion of the plunder, obfervcd, that he thought 
licir.reafbns very conclufive, and the expec- 
itions of their comrades extremely juft ; he 
lierefore infilled, that not only the private 
len, but all the ofHcers who had aflifled in 
iking the place, fhould produce the whole of 
heir plunder iimnediately upoiv tiv^ Q^?ct\.^\- 
Vol. VIL L ^^^^ 
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deck, in order to be impartially divided amon?9; 
the whole crew in proportion to their rank; 
but to prevent thofe who had it in their pof- 
fe£ion from murmuring at this dimmation <tf 
their (hare, the Commodore' added, that as si 
encouragement to others who might hereafter 
be empK)yed in the like fervices, he would 
give his intire fhare to be diflributed amongft 
thofe who had been detached for the attack 
of the place. 

Thus was this troublefome affair determined 
to the general fatisfa^on of the ihip's com- 
pany, except of a few, who were incapable of 
difcerning the force of equity, or were too avari- 
cious to be willing to part with any fhare of what 
they had once got into their poffcffion. The 
next mornine they obferved the Gloucejter with 
a fmall veffel in tow, and learned from Cap- 
tain Mitchell that in the whole time of his 
cruize, he had taken only two prizes, one of 
which was a fmall fnow, whofe cargo confifted 
of wine, brandjf, and olives in jars, with about 
7000 /. in fpecie, and the other a launch or 
large boat, which the Gloucefter's barge came 
up with near fhore, the prifoners on ooardof 
which had alledged, that they were very poor, 
and that their lading only confided of cotton ; 
but the circumflance in which the barge fur- 
prifed them feemed to prove. their being more 
wealthy than they pretended ; for the Glw 
cefier*5 people, found them at dinner upon 
pidgeon-pye, ferved up in filverdifhes. How- 
ever, the ofHcer who commanded the bargfi 
on his opening fevers^l of the jars on board and 
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ig nothing in them bat cotton^ was ready 
lieve the account given him by the pri- 
s, but the cargo being taken on board 
'^loucefter^ all were agreeably furprifed to 
that the whole was a very extraordinary 
of package, and that in every jar there 
:oncealed amongft the cotton, a conlider- 
quantity of double doubloons and dollars^ 
: amount in the whole of near 1 2,000 A 
trcafure was going to Payta^ and be- 
sd to the merchants, who were the pro- 
>rB of the greateft part of the money taken 
\t town. Captain Mitchel had alfo been 
;ht of two or three other of the enemy's 
which had efcaped him. One of which» 
was reafon to believe, was of immenfe 

le fquadron being now joined by the G/(?«- 
, and her prize, it was refolved to ftecr 
3n as poflible to the fouthern parts of Ca» 
iuy or to the adjacent coaft of Mexico, in 
• to cruize for the Manila galleon, which 
icnown to be at fea, bound to the port of 
v/rtf, and as they were now in the middle of 
mhery and that ihip did not ufually arrive 
le middle of Januaryy they did not doubt 
;tting on that ilation, time enough to in- 
pt her, notwithftanding they found it ne- 
ry to take in a frefti fupply of water at the 
i of ^ihoy (ituated at the mouth of the 
of Panama, and being now eight fail in 
)any continued .fkiling to the northward ; 
on their arriving, at Capt Bianco *\tk ^Q(>oiX 
ecs J/ minutes fcnth latitude, It vi^ lo>a.tA 
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that the Solidad was far from anfwering the cha- 
rafter giving her of being a prime Tailor, and flic 
and the Sattfa Terefa delaying the fquadron, the 
Commodore ordered them both to be cleared of 
every thing that might be of ufe to the reft of 
the fhips, and then to be burnt, and having 
given proper inflrudlions to the Gloucejiery and 
the other prizes, the Centurion proceeded in her 
courfe for ^ilfo. 

On the 2 2d in the morning they came 
in fight of the ifland of Plata ; at three in the 
afternoon they were within three miles of 
point Mania y and there being ^ town of the 
fame name in the neighbourhood. Captain 
Mitchel took that opportunity of fending away 
feveral of his prifoners from the Glouafier in 
the Spanijh launch. The boats were now dailf 
employed in diflributing provifiohs on beam 
the prizes, to compleat their ilock for iix 
months. One of the Manila fhips being faid 
to be of an immenfe fize, the carpenters were 
ordered to fix eight flocks in the main and 
foretops of the Centurion^ which were properly 
fitted for the mounting of fwivel guns, in or- 
der that fhe might be the better prepared to 
give her a warm reception. 

On the 2 2d they pafled the equinodlial, when 
flanding towards the illhmus, they had not 
only an extraordinary alteration of the climate, 
but frequent calms and heavy rains, which 
foon made it neceffary to caulk the decks and 
fides of the Centurion ^ to prevent the rain fro* 
riwnins intp her. 
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On the 3d o^ December in the evening they 
caft anchor at the ifland of ^160, which they 
found to be extremely convenient for wooding 
and watering, iince the trees grow clofe to the 
high- water mark, and a large rapid llream of 
frefli water runs over the fandy-beach into the 
fea, fo that they were little more than two days 
in laying in all the wood and water they 
wanted. 

The whole ifland, excepting one part of it, 
is of a very moderate height, and its furface 
is covered with a continual wood, that pre- 
ferves its verdure all the year. Among the 
other trees they found abundance of caflia, but 
notwithftanding the climate and ftielter afforded 
for birds, they faw no other but mackaws, 
parrots and paroquets, but of the former there 
were prodigious flights. The animals of which 
there were moil plenty, were monkeys and 
guanoes, which they frequently killed for food, 
but though they difcovered many herds of 
deer, yet the difficulty of penetrating the \yoods, 
prevented their coming near them, fo that they 
killed but two during their flay. Their pri- 
soners informed them that the ifland abounded 
with tygers, but they never fa\y any of them, 
and alfo that there was frequently found in the 
woods a moil mifchievous ferpent, called the 
flying fnake, which darted itfelf from the 
boughs of trees on either man or beaft that 
came within its reach, and its fl:ino was beljeved 
to produce inevitable death. The fea about 
the ifland is infefled with a great number of 
alligators of an extraordiuaiY ivvty ^^Sl n^^ 
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people often obferved a large kind of flat fi(h, 
jumping a confiderable height out of the water, 
which diey fuppofed to be the fiih that is faid 
frequently to deftroy the pearl divers by cla(p- 
ing them in its fins, as they arife from cm 
bottom, and they were told that the divert 
now always armed themfelves with a ihan 
knife, with which, when they are entangle^ 
they difengage themfelves from the fiih*s em- 
braces by llicking it into its belly. 

While the fhip lay at anchor, the Commo* 
dore went in a boat, attended by feme of -his 
officers to examine a bay which lay to die 
northward, and afterwards ranged along the 
eaftern fide of the ifland. Wherever they 
landed in the courfe of this expedition, they 
generally found great plenty of excellent water, 
and a very rich foil. On the north-eaft point of 
the ifland they difcovered a natural cafcade, 
which feemed to furpafs every thing of this 
kind that had ever been produced by human 
art or induftry. It was a river of tranfparent 
water about 40 yards wide, which rolled down 
a declivity of near 1 50 in length, the channel 
down which it flowed, was entirely compofed 
of rock, both its fides and bottom being made 
up of large detached blocks, by which the 
courfe of the water was frequently interrupted \ 
for in fome parts it run Hoping with a rapid 
but uniform motion, while in others it rolled 
over the ledges of rocks and fell with a per- 
pendicular defcent. All the neighbourhood of 
this flream was a fine wood, and even the huge 
maffes of rock which ovei-hung the water, and 
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their various projedtions formed theinequa- 
-s of the channel, was covered with lofty 
;ft trees. Whilfl the Commodore with thofe 
D accompanied him were attentively re- 
'king thediffiirent blendings of the water, 
rocKs and the woods, there appeared, as i£ 
leighten the beauty of .the profped^, apro- 
ious flight of mackaws, which hovering 
r this fpot and often wheeling and playing 
the wing about it, afforded a mofl brilliant 
earance by the glittering of the fun on their 
egated plumage. 

n this expedition they difcovered no inha- 
ints, but faw many huts upon the fhore, 
ereat heaps of ihells of fine mother of 
rl m different places, that were left by the 
rl fiihers from PanafMa, who often frequent 

place in the fummer feafon ; for the pearl 
«r8, which are every way to be found in 
bay of Panama^ are (b numerous at S^uiho, 
: by advancing a very little way into the 
a perfon may floop down and reach them 
n the bottom. They are ufually very large, 

fome of the officers opened them out of 
oiity in order to tafle them, but found 
n very tough and unpalatable. Thofe 
crs that produce the moft and the largeft 
rls are found at a confiderable depth, for 
igh what are taken by wading near the 
e are of the fame fpecies, yet the pearls 
tained in them are few in number and very 
11. It is alfo faid that the pearl partakes 
(bme degree of the quality of the bottom 
fihiOx the oyiler is loJgedi (o x\!i^X Vl^t.^^ 
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be a muddy bottom, it renders the pearl d 
and difcoloured. 

The bufinefs of taking up oyfters from gi 
depths for the fake of their pearls, is perfon 
by negro flaves, of which the inhabitant! 
Panama and the neighbouring coaft form< 
kept great numbers. Thefe are faid not tc 
efteemed compleat divers till they have lear 
to protradl their ftay fo long under water, 1 
the blood gufhes out at their mouth, nofe 
ears ; but when this has once happened i 
faid they dive for the future, with much gre 
-eafe than before. They have no apprehen 
that any ill confequence can attend this ' 
lence offered to nature, fmce the bleeding 
nerally Hops of itfelf, and there is no dai 
of. their ever being fubjed to it a fee 
time. 

Though the pearl oyfter was unfit for f< 
yet that difappointment was fufficiently rec< 
penfed by the turtle, which the fea furnifh< 
this ifland in the greatell plenty and pcrfed 
There are ufually reckoned four fpecies 
turtle, the loggerhead, the trunk turtle, 
the hawkfoill, and the green turtle. The 
firft are rank and unwholefome ; the hawkf 
which produces the tortoifefhell, is better 1 
the other two, though but indiiFcrent fo 
but the green turtle was generally elleeme* 
the officers and failors, as afTording the ] 
delicious repafl, and they had the i 
convincing proof of its beirg wholefc 
from their feeding upon it near four mon 
without feeling any ill eifeds from this 
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d. At this ifland they caught as many as 
y pleafed, without the lead difficulty, for as 
yr are an amphibious animal, they go on 
ce to lay their eggs, which they ufually de- 
it in a large hole in the fand, juH: above 
h-water mark, and after having covered 
m, leave them to be hatched 'by the heat of 
fun, they therefore ordered feveral men to 
upon the beach, who had nothing more to 
than to turn them upon their backs, which 
vented the turtle from getting away, after 
ich they brought them off at leifure ; by 
i means they were plentifully fupplied, 
lie they Haid on the ifland and carried a 
nber; of them to fea, which was almoil: a 
ftant fupply for the whole crew of frefh and 
atable pro vi lions ; for they generally weigh - 
about 206 lb. weight each, thofe they took 
h them lailed till they had a frefh fupply 
the coafl of Mexico^ where they often faw 
at numbers of them in the heat of the day 
afleep, and floating on the furface of the 
:er. Upon difcovering them they generally 
t out a boat, in which was an expert diver, 
3, when the boat came within a few yards of 
turtle, plunged into the water, and arifing 
!e by the tail, feized the fhell, and preffing 
/n the hinder parts, awakened the turtle, 
3 ilriking -with' its feet, fupported by that 
tion both itfelf and the diver, till the boat 
le and took them both in. By which ma- 
;cment they never wanted turtle for the fuc- 
ding four months in whigh they continued 
fea, yet in feven months from tkeii k;iNv\<^ 
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Ju&n Ftrnandss tO their audipnttg in fhete^ 
bour of Cin^iittafit they bud^ no ^ore Injihn 
whok i^joadrOB dian two meiit which Is u 
uudoubted proof, that the turtle on which tbe^ 
fed for the Lift fotir months of that tiinc, 19 
at it&ik ^n innoccntt if oot a ialutary jbod* 

It i* very i^niarkable that notwithilaiidMg 
the Icardt/ of other provi^ons, on foqic part 
of the coaK of the Smtif Sios^ a kind of food 
fo very palacable, falubrious and plcBtifiil 
as turtlep ihould be eileemed by the Spm^m^ 
as very unwhokfome, and to be Httle lefs than 
poifouous* They hiid ibme Indian and negro 
ilaves on board, whom diey kept to aiBfl in 
navigating the ihips, a ad thefe being poiTeiTed 
with the prejudices of the coontry they cast 
from, were aftoniihed at feeing them feed 0« 
turtle, being fully perfuaded that it' wooU 
prove mortal ; bat finding that none of thiit 
died, nor were in the lead difordered'bjr.ioai- 
tinuing thiB diet, they ventured to tafte it, and 
at liaft with great reludance eat it, ckoogli 
very fparingly, but the relifh improving opos 
them by degrees, they at lait grew fo fondof it» 
as to prefer it to OYcry other kind of food, and 
often congratulated each other on theluxnrions 
and plentiful repafls it would always be in theiv 
power to procure^ when they fhould return back 
to their country. 
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CHAP. VIIL 



il from Quibo io the Coaft of Mexico 5 

? off the Port of Acapvlco for the ManiU 

and then fail to the Harbour of Chc» 



iving left the iiland on the 9th of De- 
fmher in the morning, after having ftaid 
•nly three days, they again put to fea in 

look for the Glouceftsr, who had fe- 

1 from them on their ftrft arrival, and the 
ly diicovered a fmall fail, to which they 
lace, and coming up with her took her, 
LS a bark from fanamay named the Jefu 
mo, and had nothing on board but a ton 
c fait, fome oakum, and between 30 and 
nds in fpecie. On the 12th of Decern- 
:y came up with the Ghucefter^ who had 

her fore-top-maft, and having fcuttled 
nk the Jefu Nazareno, the Commodore 
•ed frefti inftruftions to the Captains of 
n of war and commanders of the prizes, 
ting the rendezvoufes they were to 

and the courfes they were to fteer in 
" a feparation, in which they were di-» 
to ufe all poflible difpatch in getting to 
orthward of the harbour of Acapulco^ 

orders being diihibnted to the (hips, 
ad little doubt of foon arriving 3X xivevs. 
cd ftatioii,as they cxpe&ed X» &X\a^^ 
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the regular trade wind ; but to their 
vexatioBy they were baffled for Dcsar a i 
by tempeftuous weadier, dead calms, and 
rainsy and at length began to deipair of fo 
ing in' the great purpoie, they had in 
that pf intercepting the Manila ^alleom^ 
produced a general dejection ; duc at ! 
their deipondency was fomewhat allevia 
a favourable change of the wind, upoii 
the Centurion took the . Carmeio in' tow^ 
Gloucefter- did the Carmin; aifd this winfl 
blew from the north-ea^ the next dwy 
tinned .fo brifk and fieady, that they h 
doubt of its being the true trade wind^ 
revived their hopes> for though the ufua 
of the galleon's arrival at Acapuko was a! 
elapfedy they werero.unreafonableas W 
themfelves^ that {omt accidental dela|s| 
have lepgthened her paflage. 

On the 26th of January^ being fl 
northward oi Jcapulcoy they tacked and 
to the eaftward, with a view of makin 
land, which they expedled to fall in wi 
the 28th ; but though the weather wai 
perfeftly clear, they could not difcetn it- 
bout ten at night the Centurion difcov< 
light on the larboard bow, and the S 
Prize^ who was about a mile a>head, 
a iignal for feeing^ a fail. As jiobo<: 
board doubted but what they «^ was a 
light, they were all animated with a fira 
fuafion, that it was the Manila galleon 
what added to their alacrity, was their 
tadon of meeting with two of them info 
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c ; for they took it for granted, that the 
;ht in view was carried on the top of one 
p, for a direction to her confort. The 
nturion therefore call off the Carmeloy and 
"fled forward with all her canvas, making a 
nal for the Gloucrfter to do the fame, and thus 
?y chaced the light, under the expedlation 
engaging within half an hour, fometimes 
agining the chace to be about a mile diflant, 
d at others, within reach of their guns ; • for 
ne on board poiitively afTertedjthat they could 
linly difcern her fails. The Commodore 
nfelf was fo fully perfuaded, that he fhould 
m come up with her, that he fent for his 
ft Lieutenant, who commanded between 
cks, and ordered him to fee all the great 
ns loaded with two round (hot for the firft 
^adfide, and after that with one round Ihot 
d one grape, and ftridtly charged him not 
fafier a gun to be fired till he fhould give 
lers, which he told the Lieutenant would 
t be till they arrived within piftol (hot of the 
emy. In this conftant and eager expedlati- 
, they continued all night, conftantly pre- 
ning that another quarter of- an hour would 
ing them up with the Manila (hip, whofe 
alth and that of her fuppofed confort, they 
w eftimated by round millions ; but alas 1 
day-break they difcovered, to their great 
fappointmen?!^ that all this buftle and expcc- 
ion was occafioned by a fire upon a moun- 
n, which continued burning for feveral days 
erwards, and was probably no more than a 
VoL.VIL M xx^^L 
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that having got within the ifland that lies 
mouth of it, they were in great fufpeno 
to do 5 but while they were ignorant oi 
being in the very place they fought for 
idifcerned a fmall light near the i'urfkce 
y %il ' water, on which phing their paddles am 

rShB H ^ jng towards it as filently as poffible, they 

it to be a fiihing canoe, which they fa 
with 3 negroes who belonged to it, and \ 
fir^f attempted to jump over-board, bi 
were prevented by prefenting a piece atth 
which they fubmitted, and were taken i 
barge; the canoe was turned a-drift agai 
face of a rock, where it would inevitably dc 
to pieces by the fury of the fea, which W2 
to deceive thofe who might perhaps be 
fearch of the canoe, who, on feeing o 

I^^ji remains, would immediately conclude t 

\ '•!' tf people on board were drowned. 
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was taking in water and provifions in order to 
return, and that the viceroy of Mexico had by 
proclamation fixed her departure from Acapulco 
on the 14th of March new ftile. This laft 
news gave great joy to the officers and failors, 
who had no doubt of her falling into their 
hands, and it would be of much greater ad- 
van ta|;e to feize her on her return, than it 
would have been to have taken her before her 
arrival, as tlie fpccie for which fhe had fold her 
cargo, and which (he would now have on 
board, would be much more valuable than the 
cargo itfelf, great part of which would be of 
Ho ufe to the Engli/h, 

Being now fatisfied that the day was fixed 
fcr the departure of the galleon from Acapulco ^ 
they waited with the utmoft impatience for 
chat important moment. As they received 
this intelligence by the return of the barge on 
Ae 19th tn Februaryy and as the galleon was 
not to fail till the 3d of March y the Commo- 
idore, in order to prevent his being (cen from 
die fliore, refolved to continue the greateft 

£rt of the intermediate time, on his prefent 
tion to the weftward of Acapulco^ and during 
Ais interval the failors were employed in fcrub- 
bing and cleaniing the (hip's bottoms, and in 
bringing them into the moH advantageous 
tnm. 

On the firft of March^ the time for the de- 
|liartare of the galleon drawing nigh, the Com- 
taodore had allthe ihips ranged in a circular 
fine, each fhip being three leagues ditocvi^x^^ww 
'Ac next, fo Uizt the Carmelo zxA x!ti^ Carmin, 
M z vAvvOci 
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which were the two extremes, were 
removed from each other, and as 
might doubtlefs be difcerned at f 
diftance from either extremity, 
fweep of the fquadron, within whi 
could pafs undifcovered, was 24 lea 
tent, and yet they were (b connedbed 
. as to be eafily and fpeedily informe 
was feen in any part of the line. T 
even the poflibility of the galleon' 
in the night, the two cutters be 
the Centurion and Gloucefter were bo 
and fent in fhore, and commandec 
four or five leagues diftance from tl 
of the port, where^ - upon accoui 
fmallnefs, it would be impofllble t 
them; but in the night, they wer 
nearer to the harbour's mouth, 2 
morning approached, to return bac 
flation for the day. When the cut 
difcern the Manila (hip, one of th< 
return to the fquadron to make a i 
ther the galleon flood to the eaflw: 
weflward, while the other was to 
galleon at a diflance ; and if it | 
to direft the fquadron in their chace 
ing falfc fires. 

In fhort, having taken all poffibl 
to prevent the Ma-riila fhip from efca 
waited with the utmoft impatience 
of March ; and that day no foone 
dawn, than every perfon on board h 
iixed towards Acapulco^ and neither 
<>/ r/jie men on board, xvor the calls 



Round the WORLD. 125 

lid eaiily divert them from it; but to their 
xeme vexation both th^t day and the fuc- 
:ding night pafled over without any news of 
: galleon. They however flattered them- 
/eSf that fome unforefeen accident, had oc- 
ioned her departure to be deferred for a 
/ days ; which was not improbable, as it 
s ufual for the Viceroy to defer the time of 
• failing on the petition of the merchants of 
xico. Thus they kept ujp their hopes and 
;ilance, and as the 7 th of March was tlie 
grinning of paflion-week, which is fo ftri£l- 
obferved by the Spaniards that no fliip is 
rnutted to Hir out of port, they deferred 
lir expedations till the week following, 
.en their hopes became as fanguine as ever ; 
t in a week's time their eagernefs greatly 
ited, a general dejedion and defpohdency 
>k place in its room, and the people began 
be perfuaded, that the enemy had difcover- 
their being on the coaft. Indeed this opi- 
)n was but too juft, for they afterwards 
rnt, that the barge had been feen from the 
>re, when ihe had been fent upon the dif- 
irery of the port of Acapulco ; and as no em- 
rkations but canoes ever frequented that 
ift, the Spaniards confidered it as a fufficient 
Dof that the Englijh fquadron was not far di- 
nt, and therefore ilopt the galleons till the 
:cecding year. 

The Commodore now formed a plan for the 
dng of Acapulco ; but the town was too well 
fended, to be carried by an opetv 21^x^0^, 
i therefore ize propofed to fet iiA m ^^^ 
M 3 c^<isx- 
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evening, time enough to arrive at the port in 
the night ; and having boldly entered me har- 
bour's mouthy he intended to have put 200f 
men on Ihore in his boats, who were imrne* 
diately to attempt the fort, while he widi 
his fhips were employed in firing upon dKs' 
town and the other batteries. But when lie 
began to enquire into fuch circumftances ii 
were neceflary to be confidered, in order tcr 
condu6l the execution of this plan, he fboni 
it was attended with an infdperable difficnity* 
for nearer in-fhore there was always a dead 
calm for the greatefl part of the night, and 
towards morning, vi^hen the' e^des fprung np» 
it conftantly blew off the land, which renda- 
ed his arrival at Acapulco before day-light ab- 
folutely impofiible. 

However, as there was yet no certain intd- 
ligence of their departure being deferred till 
the next year, the Commodore thought it jmi- 
dent to continue cruizing on his prefent ftatioii 
as long as the neceflary attention to his ftorei 
of wood and water, and to the proper (eaibn 
for his paflage to China would give him leave. 
However, the cutters returning on the 24th 
of March, and all the (hips being joined, the 
Commodore made a fignal to fpeak with their 
commanders, when enquiry being made into 
the Hock of frefh water remaining on board 
the fquadron, it was found neceflary to qnit 
the Harion in order to procure a frefh fupplyi 
and the harbour of Seguataneio or ChequitdB, 
being the neareft, it was refolved to fail thi- 
thJtJier, bat left thegoWeoiv oxv\v?c\'vc\^ c,c:ctuft 

"'Or 
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intelligence of their being at Chequetattj fhould 
flip out to fea, the Centurion's cutter, under the 
command of Mr. Hughes, the Lieutenant of 
the TryaPs Prize^ was ordered to cruize 24 
days off the port of Acapulco, that if the gal- 
leon fhould fail in that interval, they might 
be ipeedily informed of it. 

'Hie fquadron now plied to the weft to gain 
dieir intended port, but being often interrupt- 
ed by ftorms and adverfe currents, the men 
were employed in thefe intervals in taking the 
moft valuable part of the cargoes out of the 
Carmelo and Carmin prizes, which the Com- 
modore refolved to deftroy as foon as they 
were cleared. On the firft of jlpril they were 
advanced fo far towards Seguataneio, that the 
Commodore thought proper to fend out two 
boats to difcover the watering place, when 
they being gone fome days, their water was fo 
ihort» that had they not met with a daily 
fopply of turtle, which prevented their being 
. oonfined, to fait proviiions, they muft have fut- 
ftred extremely in fo warm a climate ; but 
their uneafinefs was happily ended by the 
boats returning on the 5 th of jipril, when 
they had not ten days water on board ; the 
whole fqnadron, havine about feven miles to 
the weft of the rocks ot Seguataneioj met with 
ft place fit for their purpofe, which appeared 
to be the port of Chequetan, and thefe boats be- 
ing fent out again the next day to found the 
harbour and its entrance, returned with the 
report that it was free from danger, oiv viVA-dv. 
the fqundroD immediately ftooA fox \\., ^^^ 
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the Cmiurkn and, GUuiffier cafl anchoj there 

the iame eveniugi 

C fl A P. IX. 

jS Defiripihn ^f ths Harhostr &f ChequetaiTj 
and the adjacent QBUftfry^ ^ht Torptdo Fifit 
and Gtker jfmmah and F^e^Hahhs cf the Cbuh- 
tjy defaihsd. The Trial's Pri^e the Carmelo 
arm Cannin /cuttkd a^d hurnt* 

TH E port of Cbequitan is. a place dt 
confiderable confequencey fince it .^ 
the only fecure harbour excppt . u^c^^^kicfo lA 
a vaft extent of coajft. It lies m >7*» 30' ao^ 
latitude, and is about 36 leagues to the w^ 
ward of Acapulcot from which lad town .tlKiC 
is a bank of fand, whidi extends 18 leagdefl.tq 
the weft ward, againft which the fea breaks fil 
violently, that it is impoiUble to land in ao^ 
part of it with boats, yet the ground is fb'dean» 
that in the fair feafonj* fhips may anchor at the 
diftance of a mile or two from the ihore. The 
land which joins to this beach is generally low, 
planted with a great number of trees, and 
full of villages, and on the tops of feveral finall 
eminences there are feveral watch-towersii 
The part which is cultivated extends ioi^ 
leagues back into the country, where it Ipdnt 
to be bounded Iry a chain of mountains, wM^ 
on either fide of Acapidco ftretch to a confid^ 
Mq diAanQc, and, indwd, \\i^ y(KqIc face, ' 
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the country afFords a very agreeable profpe£l ; 
bat it is remarkable that in all this ex- 
tent, which appears the moft populous and 
bell planted of the whole coafl, there are to be 
feen, neither boats nor canoes either for coall- 
ing, filhing, or for pleafure ; which is probably 
occaiioned by all kinds of fmall craft being 
prohibited by the government to prevent 
fmuggling. There is no other method of find- 
ing this harbour at a conliderable dillance from 
the coafly than that of making it by the lati- 
tude, for there are fo many ranges of moun- 
tains within land, rifing one upon the back of 
the other, that no drawings of the appearance 
of the coafl can be in the leafl depended upon 
when off at fea, for every trifling change of 
difiance, or variation of pofition, brings new 
mountains in vie^> and produces different pro- 
fpedls. 

As the country appeared to be fo well peo- 
pled and cultivated, the Commodore was in 
hopes of eafily procuring fome frefh provifions 
jsuid other refrefhraents, and therefore the 
morning after he came to an anchor, ordered a 
party of 40 men well armed, t# march into 
the country to difcover fome town or .vil- 
lage, and to fettle a correfpondence with the 
inhabitants ; for it was not doubted, that if 
this intercourfe was but once begun, he 
&ould allure them to bring whatever fruits or 
frefh provifions were in their power, Thefe 
men were direftcd to behave with the greatefl 
circumfpe6lion, and to fhew as little appear- 
ance of any thing like hoftilit^ 21s ^Q^\\iVt. 




But this attempt to open on amial 
with the inhabitants, proved inefF 
towards the evening, this party reti 
]y fatigaed, by their unufual c: 
iome of them (o fai fpent, that the 
ed on the road, and were obliged tc 
back, upon the fhoulders of their < 
When they had proceeded nfl^'fiv< 
the harbour, the road divided L 
mountains into two branches, on 
turned to the eaft, and the other t 
when agreeing to condnue their i 
the eaftem road, it led them into a lai 
one fide of which theydlfcovered a 
liorfeback, with a piftol in his hand, 
firft faw him^ they fuppofed he wa 
his horfe ftaited at the glittering oi 
«nd fuddenly turning round, run < 
mafter, who though he was very 
unhoried, recovered his feat, and c 
only the lofs of his hat and his p 
he dropped on the ground. The 
fued him in hopes of difcovering 
or habitation to which he (honld ] 
after fatiguing themielves in vaii 
fight of him. 

Being unwilling to return with( 
fome difcovery, they followed the 
were in, till the heat of the day 
and finding no water to quench 
they refolved to return back ; ho^ 
no means might be left untried o: 
fome intercourfe with the people, 
^uck up /everal poles in the »oad 
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woe affixed declarations, written in Sfanijh^ 
■ order to encourage the inhabitants to come 
o the harbour to traffick with the fquadron, 
nd filled with the ftrongeft afTurances of a kind 
[eoeption, and faithful payment for all the pro- 
fifiims they brought. But this meafure, huw- 
rver prudent, was inefiedtual, for none of the 
people came down to the (hips during their 
continnancc at the port of Chequetan, 

Upon this occafion, it is proper to obfcrve, 
in order to give fome idea of the timidity of 
ihe inhabitants of this country ; that fome time 
ifttr the Commodore's arrival at ChequetaH^ he 
fcnt lieutenant BnU^ with two boats under his 
ovunaiid, to examine the coaft to the call- 
waidy and particularly to make obfervations 
QQ die bay and watering-place of Petaplan, Mr, 
Jbvff was preparing to land with one of the 
boaita towards the \ii}Xol Pataplaity when acci- 
doitaily cafting his eyes acrofs the bay, he ob- 
faved on the oppofite flrand, three fmall fqua- 
jnmt of horfe, which feemed to advance to- 
wmb the place where here propofed to land. 
Upon which, though he had but fixteen men 
mth him, he boldly put off the boat, and flood 
o?er the bay, in order to face them, and was foon 
Mar enough to perceive that they were mount- 
ed on good horfcs, and armed with carbines 
ttd lances. On feeing him thus advance, they 
ftrmed upbn the beach, fired feveral diflant 
Ikot at him as he drew near, and ieemed de- 
tamned to difpute his landing, till at laft the 
knit coming within a rcafonablc di fiance from 
tte moft advanced fquadron ; Mr. £rett o\d^\^^ 
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his men to fire, when this refolute cavalry im- 
mediately fled with great confufion, through a 
fmall opening into the wood. \\\ this hafty 
flight, one or their horfes falling down, threw 
his rider, but both the man and horfe were 
foon up again, and followed the reft. The 
two other fquadrons, were in the mean time 
calm fpedators of the rout of their comrades, 
for having halted on Mr. Brett's firft approach, 
they continued drawn up at a great diilance 
behind, out of the reach of the fliot. Had 
thefe men concealed themfelves till the boat's 
crew were landed, it is fcarcely poffible but 
they muft all have fallen into their hands, as 
the Spaniards amounted to near 200, and the 
whole number with Mr. Brett was only iixteen. 
The Commodore finding his attempt to pre- 
vail on the people to furnifli the fquadron 
with necefl^aries unfuccefsful, defifted from any 
other endeavours of that kind, and the peo- 
ple were contented with what they could pro- 
cure for themfelves in the neighbourhood of the 
port where they caught breams,cavallies, foals, 
mullets, fiddle-fifh, fea^eggs and lobfters, and 
in this place alone, they met with that remark- 
able filh called the torpedo, which is a flat 
fifh, like a thornback, and fo nearly rc- 
fembles the fiddle-fiih, that it can be only di- 
ftinguilhed from it by a brown circular fpot, 
of the fize of a crown piece near the center of its 
back. The tropcdo poduces very furpriiing cf- 
fe£ls on the human frame. For whoever handles 
or even fets his foot upon it, is immediately 
ft'i/.cd with a numbncfs over l;i.=: v.licle body, 
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bat more particularly in that limb, which was 
in immediate contaft with it. Mr. Walter^ ob- 
fervcs, that he hjmfelf had a coniiderable de- 
gree of numbnefs conveyed to his right arm, 
by touching it for a fhort time with a walking 
can^, and he makes no doubt bat that he 
ihoold have been much more feniibly afFefted, 
had not the fiih been almofl: at the point of 
death, when he made the experiment; iince 
it is obfervable, that this influence afts with 
moft vigour upon the fiih's being firft taken 
out of the water, and entirely ceafes as foon 
as it is dead, when it may be handled, or even ' * 
eaten without the leaft inconvenience. The 
numbnefs of Mr. lValter*s arm, upon this oc- 
cafion, diminifhed gradually, fo that he had 
fomc remains of it till the next day. 

The principal animals they met with on 
Ihore were guanoes, with which the country 
abounds, and by fome are reckoned delicious 
food. They faw no other beafts of prey but 
alligators, none of which were very large. 
They ^^re However convinced that there were 
many tygers in the woods, though none of 
them came in fight, for every morning the 
prints of their feet were very vilible on the 
beach near the watering-place, but they ap- 
prehended no danger from them, fince they are 
not near fo fierce as the African or Afeatic ty- 
gers, and are feldom, if ever known to aftack 
mankind. They had plenty of birds, and par- 
ticularly pheafants of various kinds, fbme of 
which were remarkably large, but they were 
all dry and tafteiefs food. TVvcn iitovv^stiX'i^'^- 
Fo-L. V/J. N "^^^ 
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led parrots for food, and faw a great vari 
i*xnall birds. 

They found great fcarcity of fruits ar 

- getable refrelhments and thefe were not > 

■MJi bcft kinds. 'Tis true, there were a few 1 

W^ fcattered about the woods, which fuppli< 

" > fquadron with limes, but the men could { 

ly procure enough for their prefent ufe. ' 

was alfo a finalT plumb of an agreeable 

which in Jamaica is called the hog-plumi 

another fruit called a papah, and thefe we 

only fruits to be found in the woods; nc 

^ there any other vegetable worth notice, i 

'ia\ brook-lime, which grows near the frefh 

h banks in great quantities, though it wi 

tremely bitter, and unpalatable, yet as 

efleemed an antifcorbutic, they frequent 

upon it. 

During their flay at this place, an in 
happened, which proved the means of C( 
cing their friends in England of their 
From the harbour of Chequetan, there w 
SrB' , one narrow path, which led through the 

fe ■ JV." into the country, and was the only aven 

Sljj!:' which the Spaniards could approach thei 

■■■ * therefore to prevent their being dillurb 

any fudden attack of the enemy's horfe, 
hinder the people from ftraggling fingly ii 
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no perfon whatfbcver pafs beyond their pclh 
But notwithftanding the precaution, Lewis Legety 
the Commodore's cook was miffing, and he be- 
ing a FreftchmaityHTid under the fufpicion of be- 
ingr a papift, it was at Hril concluded that he had 
dererted, with a view of betraying all he knew 
to the enemy, though by the event, this was 
found to be an ill -grounded furmife ; for he 
had been taken by (ome InMansj who had car- 
ried him prifoner to Acapulcoy whence he was 
fent to Mexico^ and thence to Vera Cruz, where 
he was put on board a vefTel bound to OJJ 
Spain, But this vefTel being by fome accident 
obliged to put into Lijhony Leger efcaped 
<m more> and was fent from thence by the 
Britijh Conful to England^ where he brought 
die firft authentic account of the Commodore's 
iafety, and of his principal tranfadions in the 
^Mth Seas, 

The account he gave of his feizurewas, that 
he had rambled into the woods at fome di* 
fbince from the barricadoe, where he had at firil 
attempted to pafs, but had been flopt, and 
threatned to be punifhed. That his principal 
view was to gather a quantity of limes for liis 
mailer's (lore ; but while he was thus employ- 
ed, he was fuddenly furprifed by four Indians 
who dripped him naked, and in that condition 
conduded him to Acaptdcoy where he was ex- 
pofed to the fcorching heat of the fun, which 
then fhone with its greateft violence : That his 
treatment in prifbn at Mexico was very fevere, 
and that all the time of his captivity, the Sfa" 
niards gave him a continual ipTOoi ^^ ^^Va^ 
N 2 ^^^^ 
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tred they bear to all who endeavour to difti 
them on the coafts of the South Seas. 

It muft here be obferved, that though 
enemy never appeared in view, while the fq 
dron lay at anchor in the harbour, yet th 
on board could eafily perceive, that large p 
ties of them were encamped in the woods ; 
they could fee their fmokes ; and juft bef 
they left the place, they feemed by t5ie incre 
of their fires, to have had a large reinfoi 
ment. 

They here compleated the unloading of 
Carmelo and Carmin^ out of which they c 
took the indico, cocoa, and cochineal, vt 
fome iron for ballaft, though they did no 
mount to a tenth of their cagoes, and the 
loading of thefe prizes, together with 
wooding and watering being compleated, 
^ryaVs Prizes with the Carmelo and Carmin v 
towed on fhore, and fcuttle'd on the 271!! 
jlpril, and^a quantity of combufUble 1 
teriaLs were diftributed in their upper wor 
the next morning the Centurion and Gloua 
weighed anchor, when having reached 
offing, one of the boats was difpatched b 
to fet fire to the prizes, which was aiccordi 
ly executed. 

This being done a canoe was left fixed t 
grapnel in the midft of the harbour, in wl 
was a bottle well corked, containing a lette 
Mr. Hughes, who commanded the cutter, wl 
had been ordered to cruife before the ] 
of AcapuJco, when the fquadron quitted 
nation. This letter direded Mr. Hughes tc 
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to his former llation, where he would find 
Anfon^ who refolved to cruize for him there 
'tain number of days, after which it was 
td> that the Commodore would return to 
buthward to join the reft of the fquadron. 
fe laft words were inferted to deceive the 
iards in cafe they got the canoe in their 
jffion, as they afterwards learned that they 
but could not impofe on Mr. Hughes ^ who 
feniible that the Commodore had no other 
iron to join, nor the leafl intention of 
ing back to Peru, 

s they had now no farther views in the 
ncan feas, it was no fmall mortification to 
1 to be detained by the abfence of the cut- 
the time of whofe return was now con fi- 
bly elapfed, and this made it neceflary for 
I to fail towards Acapulco in fearch of her, 
indeed, it was fufpeded that ihe had been 
>vered from the Ihore, and that the governor 
kapulco had fent out a fufiicient force to 
. her, which was no very difficult enter- 
as fhe carried but fix hands. This how- 
being only conjedlure, the Commodore 
1 along the coaft to the eaflward in fearch 
er, and to prevent her pafiing by in the 
brought to every night. The Gloucefter 
was fUtioned a league nearer the Ihoi-e 
the Centurioity carried a light, which if 
:uttcr kept along fhore, Ihe would not fail 
jrceiving it^ and as a further fecurity, both 
Centurion and Gloucefter alternately ftiewed 
falfe fires every half hour. 

N 3 b^v^^r^ 



ijo K^ijm/noaurt nw&uix a v v-/ i n ^j 

Being at length advanced within three 
of Acapulcoy without feeing the cutte 
gave her over for loft, which befides the 

k paifion for their fhip-mates on account < 

I :!; the^ might have fufFered, was a mis 

I;;';-; which greatly concerned them on accc 

t '. * their fcarcity of hands, fince the cutter 

V -.}:', confifted of iix men, and the Lieutenan 

jt ■< were picked out for the fervice, and wc 

Sj: " ful feamen, and every one of them k 

r^/ refolution. However as it was genera 

F" -^ lieved that they were taken and carri 

'uy. : Acapulcoy the Commodore as he had mai 

I* ; ' nifl? and Indian prifoners and fick negroe 

f :^ -; * poifeffion, wrote a letter the fame day 

I\ !.*; Governor of that town to inform him, 

; j ;!■ would releafe them all, provided the G< 

:-if'.,; would only return the cutter's crew. 

5 ' r", : letter was carried by a SpAniJh officer, w 

; ' '; '. ■ furnifhed with a launch belonging to one 

':■'■]■ prizes, and a crew of fix other prilbner 

ii ij gave their parole for their return. Tl 

1'^ nijh officer alfo carried with him a petitio 

■; J! ed by all the other prifoners, befeechi 

,,iij Governor to comply with the terms pr 

1^. for their liberty. 

. II From the number of the prifoners, a 
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each them, and the fourth day after the pro- 
ofal was fent, they were foarteen leagues from 
lie harbour of Acapulcoy but the wind being 
ivourablc they prefled forwards with all their 
lO, and hoped to get within the land that af- 
Tnoon. 

While they were thus Handing the fentinel 
cm the maft-head, called out that he faw 
boat under fail at a confiderable diflance to 
e fouth-eaft. This they did not doubt con- 
ined the Governor's anfwer to the Commo- 
)re's meflage, and inflantly edged towards 
T ; but on their nearer approach, they found 

their unfpeakable joy, that it was their own 
tter. While at a diJftance, they imagined 
at ihe had been difcharged by the Governor 
It of the port of Acapulco \ but when ihe 
ew nearer, the pale and meagre countenances 

the crew, the length of their beards, and 
e feeble tone of their voices convinced every 
:e that they had endured much greater hard- 
Ips than they could have fufFered, even from 
e fe verities of a Spanijh prifbn. They were 
•liged to be helped into the fhip, and to be 
ftantly put to bed, but by reft and the nou- 
hing diet with which they were plentifully 
pplied from the Commodore's table, they re- 
vered their health and vigour. 
Thefe poor men had kept the fea the whole 
ne of their abfence, which was above fix 
jeks. When they had finifhed their cruize 
fore Acapulco^ they begun to ply to the weft- 
ird in order to join the iquadron, but a ftrong 
\^i{^ current forced them doNVUxVv^ ^^^.^ va 




the eaftward, and at length their w 
all expended, they were obliged to 
coaft farther to the eaftward in queft 
venient landing-place, in order to 
fupply. But in this diftrefs they ra 
of * 80 leagues to the leeward, 
where foqnd fo large a furf, th^t the 
the leaft p^ilibility of their landing, 
they pailed in this dreadful fituatii 
which they had 110 other means of all 
thirft, than catcHing turtle and fu( 
blood, till at laft the heat of the c 
dering their fufFerings infupjportab 
bandoned themfelves to defpair, frc 
belief, that they fhould perifh by th 
rible of all deaths ; but in this dx 
gence, providence fent them a moft 
relief, for there fell fo heavy a ra: 
fpreading their fails horizontally, a 
bullets in the centres of them to dn 
a point, they caught as much wat 
all their cafks, and immediately upo 
py fupply, being favoured by a ftro: 
they flood to the wefhvvard in queft o 
modore, and joined the Centurmi \\ 
50 hours, after an abfence of 43 d 
Mr. An/on now refolved not to 
the hopes of the prifoners ; but to 1 
to the liberty he had promifed them 



* T^he Buccaneer nur iters hanje k 
ance to pretend that there are harbour, 
nient ^vjatering-^places ^within thefe Urn 
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ore, they were all immediately embarked in 
wo launches which had belonged to the prizes, . 
nd leail the wind fhould prove unfavourable, 
bey were ' allowed a flock of water and pro- 
ifions. Thofe releafed were 57 in number, the 
reateft part of them being Spaniards^ and the 
^ Indians and fick negroes ; but as the crews 
rttt very weak, Mr. An/on kept the ftouteft 
f the negroes, a few Indians and the Mulattoes. 
^'hey afterwards learnt th^t the two launches 
rrived fafe at Acapulco^ where all the prifoncrs 
xtolled the humanity with which they had 
een treated.' But before their arrival, the 
governor it feems had returned an obliging 
nfwer to the Commodore's letter, and at the 
ime time fent out two boat? laden with the 
hoiceft refrefhments, and provifions, that could 
>e procured at Acapulco : But the boats not 
nding the Englijh fhips, were at length obliged 
return, after meeting with a ftorm, in which 
hey were forced to t^hrow all their provifions 
»v£rboard. 



C^ ^^' 



CHAP. X. 

Ti^Centmion and GloxLO^beT dep4m 
-mmi. sgmn kfe mam Hmuk fy 
7hi Gloucefter M/abUd iy a St9m 
TJMr ani'val at Tinian. J D 
that Ifiand. The CentanoQ d 
Sia. 

HEIR fimdingsv^ die pi 
__ idie hdt tranfiiftion on tlie ^ 
for imm6diaeely on their ^wrting 
the Cmurim land Gk^ic^tr made 
fouth-weft with a view otme^ting w 
eaft trade ivind, which the account 
writers ^ad tanght thefii to expe^ 
ftance ^ 70 or 80 leagues from th 
on the 6th of May, they for the la 
fight of the mountains of Mexic 
hopes of reaching the eadermofl ifle 
two months. Notwithltanding all 
deavours to come in with the trade 
getting into the latitude of 1 3 or 
north, where the Pacific Ocean is n 
crofledy all their efforts proved unfi 
that it was feven weeks from th 
the coaft till they got into the true \ 
By this time both fhips became 
crazy, and foon after a ipring was 
in the fore-maft of the Centurion^ an 
was kfscuredby the carpenter's filh 



Z^ 



Round the WORLD. 143 

he Gloucefter made a Agnal of diflre/s, and in- 
brmed the Commodore that fhe had fo dan- 
;erous a fpring in the niain-maft, that ihe 
oald not carry any fail upon it, flnd that being 
xceffively rotten, it was found neceflary to cut 
art of it away, Thefe accidents occafioning 
clay, and the fcurvy beginning to make frefh 
avock amongft the people, thej^ began to be 
I the greateft anxiety about their future fafety, 
ad to prefent before their eyes the melancholly 
rofpea either of dying with the fcurvy, or 
f pcriihing with the fhip for want of hands to 
avigate her. They had indeed been willing to 
elieve that in this warm climate fo different 
cm that they had felt in paffing round Cafe 
kng, the violence of this difeafe and its fata- 
ty might in fome degree be mitigated. It 
ad been generally prefumed that fupplies of 
ater and frefh provifions effectually prevented 
lis di/lemper, and that keeping the fhips clean 
ad airy between decks, were even alone fuf- 
dent to prevent the fcurvy, or to mitigate 
s virulence. But though they had a confider- 
)le flock of frefh provifions aboard, which were 
le hogs and fowls taken at Payta, though 
ley almofl daily caught abundance of dolphins, 
bicores, and bonitos, and the unfettled fea- 
►n that deprived them of the benefit of the 
ade wind proved fo rainy, that they were 
labled to fill their water cafks as fad as they 
ere emptied, and each man had five pints 
F water conftantly allowed him every day ; 
10' frefh provifions were diflributcd amongft 
le iick, and the whole crew ofx^iv &4. \x\.wn. 
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tiJh, and though during the latter part of the 
run they kept all their ports open, and took 
uncommon pains in fweetenin^ the fliips, yet 
nothing could flop the progrefs or abate the 
malignity of the difeafe. 

At length upon their reaching the trade 
wind, which fettled between the north and 
eafly it feldom blew with fuch Hrength, bot 
that the Centurion might have carried all her 
fmall fails abroad without the leaft danger, b 
that fhe might have run down the longitude ' 
apace, but the Ghucefter by lofing the beft part of . 
her main-maft, failed fo very heavily, that the 
Centurion loft little lefs than a month by attend- | 
ing upon her, and at length being entirely 
difabled by a ftorm, the Commodore, after 
having her examined, fent an order to Capfiun , 
Mitchel to put his people on board the Cflr- 
furion, as expeditioufly as poffible, which was 
immediately performed, and it was with the 
<rreatell difficulty, that the prize money, which 
the Glouccfier had taken in the South Seas, was 
fecured and fent on board the Centurion ; but 
the prize goods in the Gloucefiery which a- 
jnounted to feveral thoufand pounds value, ■ 
were entirely loft, nor could any more provi- ; 
iions be got out, than five cafks of flour, three 
of wliich were fpcilt by the fait water. When 
thic was performed, her crew n-ere io greatly 
reduced by the fcurvy, that llie had only 7; 
men, 18 boys and two prifoners alive, out of 
which number there were no more that 16 men 
iind 1 1 boys able to keep tjie deck, and feveml 
of thefe were ver^' ill. I'he Qloucefter was 
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leared of every thing that was propofed to be 
cmoved on the 15th of Auguft^ and then let 
n fire ; but Ihe continued burning the whole 
ight, fo that though her guns fired fucceffively 
s the flames, reached them, yet Ihe did not 
low up till £vii in the morning, when the 
Centurion was about four leagues diftant. The ^ 
eport Ihe made was but Imall, though the 
ilaft produced a very black pillar of fmoke-, 
^hich fhot up to a very confiderable height in 
he air. .^ ^ . 

The Centurion being now freed from the de- 
lys occafioned by the frequent difafters which 
appened to the Gloucefier^ might have been 
xpedted to have proceeded much briiker then 
lie had hitherto done ; but the people on 
loard that (hip had flill great diilrefles to 
truggle with ; for the ftorm, which had proved 
-} fatal to that veffel, had driven them to the 
orthward of their intended courfe, and the 
urrent fetting the fame way after the weather 
ad abated, had forced them a degree or two 
arther, fo that they were near four degrees to 
he north of the parallel they had propofed to 
:eep, in order to reach the ifland of Guam, 
nd as they were ignorant how near they 
/ere to the meridian of the Ladrones^ they ap- 
rehended that they might be driven to the 
ceward of them by the current without pcr- 
eiving tJiemJ In which cafe, the only lantl 
hey could make, would be fome of tl^e 
aftern parts of AJia^ where the wcftern mon- 
i>on, being in its full force, it would be im- 
K>flible for them to get in, aa<i \iAft<i'^> ^^^^^ 

Vol. Vll. O ^^^'^ 



apace. To add to their diftrefs, the 
very confiderable leak, which, howei 
at Jaft difcovered, and though it wa 
impoffible to Hop ^t, it was at Icj 
dvcei. 

They had confidered the calm durii 
the currents had driven them to the n 
a dreadful misfortune ; but a gale fprij 
from the fouth-weft, rendered their c 
llill worfe, as it was direftly oppofit 
courfe they defired to fteer. Howevc] 
^2d of Augufty they had th^ fatisfadi( 
that the current was . fliifted and fet 
the fouthward, and the next morning 
break, they were cheared with the fig] 
iflands to the weft. As they' had till t 
feized with an univerfal dejection, fr 
almoft defpairing of ever again feci 
this difcovery raifed their/ droopin 
and gave them inexpreflible ioy. Tl 
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tt the wind proving variable they advanced 
It ilowly. However, the next day at noon» 
ey were within four miles oi Anatacan^ when 
e boat was fent out to examine the anchoring 
oundy and the produce of the place, but in 
e evening when the boat returned, they 
sre informed, that there was no road for a 
ip to anchor in ; that fomc of the crew had 
ith difHculty landed, and found that the 
ound was every where covered with a kind 
" wild cane or rufh ; that they had feen groves 
'cocoa-nut tiees ; but had met with no water, 
his account occafioned a general melancholly, 
id their defpondency was increafed, when as 
ley were plying under their top-fails, in order 
► get nearer to the ifland with an intention of 
nding the boat on Ihore to get cocoa-nuts 
>r the refreihment of the fick, the wind blew 

ftrong off ihore, that they were driven too 
X to the fouthward to venture to fend oiF 
leir boat, and now the only means of pre- 
rving them from' perifliing were their falling 
L wim fome other of the Ladrone iflands. But 
\ .their knowledge of them was extremely im- 
erfed, they were to trull intirely to chance 
3r their guidance. 

On the 26th of Auguft in the morning they 
"i^i fight of the ifland of Anatacariy dreading 
lat it was the laft land they Ihould ever fee ; 
ut the next morning they difcovered to the 
aftward three other iflands, at between 10 and 
4 leagues diftance, which were the iflands of 
aypan, I'inian^ and Agmgany upon which they 
mmediately fteered .towardaTinian^ xk^RTciA^^- 
O a 's&a'^ 
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moft of the three ; but had fuch a cahn^ tlui^ 
though they were affiHed bv the currents, dief 
were the next morning aavanced no nearer 
than within five leagues of it. They how- 
ever kept on their courfe, and about ten VdodS' 
perceived a proa under fal between Tmmv 
and Agmgan. As this gave them reaibn' ^. 
believe that thefe illands were inhahitedi^ anft 
they well knew that the Bpamaris^oA ahnQFi 
an armed force at Gnamy they mufterai* ill 
their hands that were caipaUe of ftanding Id 
their armisy. in order to diiguife their wntmd 
circundftances, ancf the more eafily to pracoie 
intelligence, Ihewed Sfamfif colours, andLboUfed 
a red flag at the fbre-^p-maft-^ead, lit^^N| 
by this means to make the Cekturimt -gm m 
the Mmila galleon, and to decoy^ fome oCdtt 
inhabitants on board. At three in the afin^ 
noon the Commodore fent the cutter to m 
out a proper birth for the (hip, and it was iboB 
perceived that a proa taking the Centurion fcf 
the Manila fhip, put off from the ifland to meet 
the cutter, and the cutter returning with the 
proa in tow,- the pinnace was inftantly fenttJ 
bring the prifoners on board. Thofe takcii 
were a Spaniard and four Indians, and the 
Spaniard being immediately examined, his ac- 
count of the ifland furpaifed their moft fan- 
guine hopes. He informed them that it was un- 
inhabited, which, confidering their defencclefi 
condition, was of great confequence to them, 
and yet that there were wanting but few of the 
accommodations that might be procured in the 
moA cultivated country. That there wi» 
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plenty of good water, and an incredible num- 
ber of cattle, hogs, and poultry, running wild, 
and all of them excellent in their kind ; that 
the woods afforded great plenty of lemons, 
lijnes, fweet and four oranges, and cocoa-nuts, 
befides a fruit peculiar to thefe iflands, which 
ferved inftead of bread, and that the Spaniards 
at G«/Mw,made ufe of the ifland as a Itore for 
fupplying the garrifon, on which account he 
was fent thither with two Indians to jerk beefj 
which he was to carry to Guam in a fmall bark 
that lay at anchor near the fhore. 

This account was received with inexpreifible 
joy, and they were now near enough _to per- 
ceive large herds of cattle feeding in different 
parts of the ifland, and the appearance of the 
fhore would not fuffer them to doubt of the 
reft of his n^ration. The profped of the 
country, inftead of refembling a jplace uninha- 
bited and without cultivation. Teemed to be 
laid out' with great fkill in fpacious lawns, and 
Sately woods, and the whole fo artfully com- 
bined, and fo judicioufly adapted to the flopes 
of the hills and the inequalities of the ground, 
as to produce a moll finking effeft, and to do 
honour to the invention of the contriver. Thus 
were they providentially brought to this de- . 
ligjitful ifland, by means, which they at firfl fight 
bad confidered as the greatefl of misfortunes ; 
For had they not "been driven by thofe contrary 
^dnds and currents which had filled them with 
Jie mofl terrible apprehenfions, to the north- ' 
ivard of their courfe, they would in all proba- 
bility have miffed of this fpot,. 'wYv^i^^wQv.^^'a^ 
O 3 ^ \icvshx 
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their wants could be fully relieved, the fid 
recovered, and their enfeebled crew oflcc more 
refrefhed, and enabled to purfue their voyage* 
The. Commodore being now folHcitoiii to 
binder the Qovemor ofGuam from obtainme 
intelli^ce of his arrival, refolved to endef 

. vour, if poflible, to prevent the efcape 6f the 
Indtam^ and therefore difpatched the pinnace 
to fecure tl|e bark, Which he was told was ^ 
only veifel at the ifland, and at about eiffhtxs 
the evening, they caft anchor in' 22 fiiiSdm.; 
but though the weather was almoft calm, |ni 
all the vigour and ipirit pofiTefTed by the crew 
were exerted on thdu: goiiig to take poftfioB 
of this little terreftrial paradife, they were 
weakened by the crews of the cutter aii4 'p!**- 
nace being fent on ihore, that they were fiifl 
five hours in furling the Ms, and even inidiid- 
ing thofe who were abfent with the boats, and 
feme Indians and negroes, all the hands, thejf 
could mufter, capable of (landing at a gnu, 
were only 71, moft of whom were incapable 
of duty, except on extraordinary occanon$> 
and thefe were all that could- be coUefted from 
the united crews of the Centurion^ the Qhtr 
ceftevy the l^ryal and Anna pink, which con- 
fifted of about iqoo hands on their departure 
from England, 

As the Commodore was not certain what 
oppolition might be made by the Indians ovl 
the ifland, he fent a party well armed on fhore 
the next morning to fecure the landing place^ 
which was done without the leaft difficulty. 

For the Indians haviivgxVit td^ht before for- 
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:cl by the feizure of the bark, that they 
enemies, immediately fled into the woods. 

party found on Ihore many huts, which 
I the failors the trouble of eredling tents, and 
if thefe which was ufed for a ftore-houfe, 
^ 20 yards long and 15 broad, was inftant- 
;ared of fome jerked beef, converted into an 
ital, a^d as foon as it was ready, the fick^ 
amounted to 128, were brought on fhore. 
ibers of thefe were fo helplefs, that the 

were obliged to carry them from the 
1 to the hofpital upon their fhoulders, in 
li humane employment, the Commodore 
I, and every one of his officers without 
iftion, were engaged ; but notwithftanding 
xtreme debility of the greateft part of the 

they in a furprifing manner foon felt the 
iry influence of the land; for though 21 
were buried on that, and the following 
yet during the whole two months in 
h they (laid there, they did not lofe above 
nore. For the iick reaped fuch benefit 
the fruits of the ifland, ahd in particular 

of the acid kind, that within a week 
of them were fo recovered, as to be able 
)ve about without affifl:ance. 
le ifland of Tinian lies in the latitude of 
8\ north, and in 114®. 50'. weft longitude 
Acapulco, It is about 12 miles in length, 
lalf as much in breadth. The land rifes 
ntle flopes from the beach to the middle 
; ifland ; but its afcent is frequently in- 
pted by valleys of an eafy deftent, many 
lich wind irregularly through the cowiK!Ltx^{ . 



I 



Thefc vallies, and the gradual fwellingj 
ground to which their diferent combii 
gave rife, are beautifully diverfified, 1 
ilS} mutual approach of woods and lawns, 

pS| border upon each other, and in large 

■" traverfe the ifland. The woods are coi 

of tall and Spreading trees, moft of whi 
worthy of being admired, either for the: 
or for their beauty . While the lawns a 
nerally of a confiderable breadth, and c 
with a clean and uniform tiuf, compo 
a very fine trefoil, intermixed with 
riety of flowers. In many places the 
are open, and free from all bufhes and 
wood. So that on the borders of the 
neither fhrubs nor weed$ are to be feei 
the neatnefs of the adjacent turf is freq 
extended to a confiderable diftance und 
hollow fhade formed by the trees, 
arofe a great variety of the moft elega 
entertaining profpeds, according to the. 
"•JSjl ent blendings of thefe woods and law 

they fpre^ themfelves through the valle 
along the flopes and declivities with 
the place abounds. The animals that e 
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h in great numbers range the woods, 
:ly contribute to the chearfulnefs and beau- 
f the place, by perpetually exciting the 
of the neighbourhood of farms and vil- 

le cattle at Tinian were computed to a- 
it to at leaft 10,000, and as they were not 
1 (hy, the crew of the Centurion found no 
ulty in getting near them. They at firft 
j^ht them down by (hooting them; but 
vards, when by accidents that will be 
iter mentioned, they were obliged to huf- 
their ammunition, the failors eafily ran 

down, Their flefli was extremely well 
[, and was thought to be more eafily di- 
i than any they had yet met w'ith. The 

too, which were extremely good, were 
run down with little trouble ; as they 

fcarce fly -above an hundred yards at a 
, and were then fo fatigued, that they 

not readily rife again, fo that being af- 
by the opennefs of the woods, they were 
s able to take what number they pleafed. 
:hat no delicacies might be wanting, they 
furnifhed with great plenty of wild fowl, 
;ar the centre of the iiland, there were 
onfiderable pieces of frefh water, which 
ded with duck, teal, and curlews, and 
hiftling plover, was alfo found there in 
jious plenty. They here likevvife found 
anc^ of wild hogs, which were moft ex- 
t food, but being extremely fetter, tXjkft. 

were obliged either to (\109X. tVcvti, ^x xs^ 
h^m with fome large Ao«, iivc^ Iwx\n^. 
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upon the ifland, and which belonged to the de« 
tachment fent to provide provifions for the gar-i 
rifon of Guam ; and as thefe dogs had been 
trained to the killing of wild hogs, they rea- 
dily followed the failors, and hunted for them; 
but notwithftanding their being of a large and 
bold breed, the hogs fought with fnch fury, 
that they at length deftroyed the greateft part 
of them. 

This ifland was alfo of extreme advantage 
on account of its fruits and vegetables, which 
were mofl happily adapted to the cure of the 
fea fcurvy ; for the woods produced fweet and 
four oranges, limes, guavoes, vaft quantities 
of cocoa-nuts, with the cabbages growing on 
the fame tree, and a peculiar kind of fruit to 
be found only in thefe illands, called by the//r- 
^ians R-'yma, but by the Centurian^s people the 
bread fruit, for it was conltantly eaten by them 
inftead of bread, and fo univerfally preferred 
to it, that none of the (hip's bread was ex- 
pended during their ftay on the ifland. It 
grows upon a pretty lofty tree, which near the 
top divides into large and fprcading branches, 
the leaves, which are generally from a foot to 
eighteen inches in length, arc of a remarkable 
deep green, and notched about the edges. The 
fruit which is found indifferently on all parts 
of the branches is rather of an oval form than 
round, is covered with a rough rind, and is 
ufuiilly feven or eight inches long, and each of 
them grows fingly, and not in clufters. It is 
fittell to be ufed when green, but full grown, 
gLTid being roallcd in the embers, has fome di- 



« 



Round the WORLD, 155 

nt refemblance to the tafte of an artichoke's 
ittom, and is like that of a foft and ipungy 
.ture : But as it ripens it becomes fofter, 
rns yellow, and has a lufcious tafte, and a- 
eeable fihell, not unlike a ripe peach; how* 
er, it is then efteemed unwholefbme, and is 
id to produce fluxes. Mr. Dampier^ to whom our 
ithor refers for a more particular defcription, 
ys, it is as large as a good fized two-penny 
af^ and that me infide is foft, tender, white 
id crummy like bread, and if eaten in twen- 
-four hours, after it is plucked, has a fweet 
kd pleafant tafte ; and that this excellent ftxiit 

in feafon eight months in the' year : This 
land alfo affords many other vegetables, pro- 
»r for the cure of that dreadful difeafe they 
id (6 long laboured under, as fcurvy-grafs, 
►rrel, mint, dandelion, creeping-purflan, 
id water-melons, of all which, together with 
le frelh provifions, they fed with great eager- 
efs, being prompted to it by the ftrong incli- 
ation which the fea fcurvy never fails to ex- 
te, for thofe powerful remedies. 

It may'feem furprifing, that this beautiful 
land, fo elegantly furnifhcd with the hecefla- 
ies and luxuries of life, ihould be entirely 
oid of inhabitants. To remove this difficulty, 
: muft be obferved, that in fomething lefs than 
o years before ^x,Jn/on^s arrival, it was a po- 
ulous country, and is faid to have contained 
0,000 fouls, but a ficknefs raging at 37w>«^ 
lota and Guam, all of which were full of in- 
abitants ; the Spaniards, to recruit the pcoijle 
t Guam, w}io were greatly dunkiSti^^ Vj <^^ 
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mortality, forced all the inhabitants of Thh 
to remove thither, where they languiihed aftef' 
their native ifland, till in a few years the great- 
cJt part of them died of grief. Thefe poor h^ 
diam might reafbnably have expcded, from 
their Being placed at f«ch an immenfe diftance 
from Spaijii to have efcaped the cruelty which 
had occafioned the deflrudion of great part of 
the weftern world, but the only advantage they 
received from this diilancej was their perUhing 
ait age or two later. 

The ifland ftill aFords remain », which Jhovr 
it to have been once extremely populous, for 
in all Jsarti of it, there are many ruins* of 3 
V* ry remarkable kind, which generally coisfift 
of two rows of pyramidical pillars, 5tl a boat 
tvvelve feet diilance, each pillar in the row* 
ft.inding about fix feet from the next. Thde 
pillars are almofl live feet fqiiare at the baffj 
they are about thirteen feet high^ and on tbe 
top of each is a fern i- globe, widi a ftat fnrfaqp 
upwards ; both the pilbrs and femi-globc are 
folid, and compofed of fan d and ftone cemen- 
ted together and plniftered over* The. pd- 
foners informed the EvgUJk^ that thefe were 
the foundations of buildings, fct apart oafjf 
for thofe In Sans who had engaged in fome te- 
ligioas vow, and indeed monaftic inftitodons 
are often to he met with in pagan nations j 
but if thefe ruins were originally the bafis of 
the common dwelling-hotifeg of the nativc^i 
even in this cafe, their numbers mufl be confide- 
rable, fince in many parts of the iiland* theyai^ 
FAfremcJj tliick pl?intedj aai ase a fgfitciciit 
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x>f of the multitude of its former inhabi- 
its» 

It mull not be omitted that all the above 
irantages enjoyed by this ifland, were much 
banced by the healthinefs of its climate, 
the breezes that almoft conftantly pre- 
Icdy and the frequent ihowers with which 
N2LS fprinkledy which were ufually of a very 
)rt, and almoft momentary duration. The 
ubrity of the air, had a furprifing efFeft in 
mgthenirig both the appetite and digeftion. 
was here very remarkable, that even thofe 
the officers who evefy where elfe had been 
y temperate eaters, and who, befides a flight 
rakfaft, ufed to make only one moderate meal 
ay, fcemed here transformed into gluttons ; 
inftead of one reafonable meal upon flefh, 
y were now hardly fatisfied with three, each 
which was fo prodigious, that at another 
ce, i^ would have produced a fever, or a 
feit, and yet their digeftion, was fo agree- 
e to the keenefs of their appetites, that 
y were neither difordered nor over loaded 
this uncommon repletion. 
The principal inconvenience attending thofe 
o refide in the ifland, arifes from the grc at 
nber ofmufcatoes, and many other fpecies 
flies, together with a kind of tick, which 
iHgh it principally fixes on the cattle, would 
quently fall upon the limbs and bodies of 
; men, and if not removed in time, would 
ry its head under the flcin, and raife a pain- 
inflammation. The Centurion^ 5 ^eo^^U*aJkfei 
md there fcorpioiiB and QeuUPC&%i >«\v\0^. 
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they fuppofed to be venemous, though i 
ceived no injury from them. . 

However, the moft confiderable excq 
this place is the inconvenience of A 
which, in ibme feafons of the year» aff 
little iecurity for a fhip at anchor. T 
proper anchorb^-place for ihips of bi 
at the ibttth-weft end of the iuayid, w] 
Centurion anchored in 20 and 22 iktfaoi: 
oppoiite to a fandv bay, aboqt a mil 
half diHant from tne fhore ; but the hi 
this road being full of fharp-poi&ti 
rocks, it has a very on&fe ^chon 
the middle of Jnne^ ta the middle or 
which is the feafon of the wefiem ani 
and what adds to this danger, is the 
dinary rapidity of the tide of flood, w3 
to the fouth-eaft between this ifland» 
guigan. But in the remaining eight m 
the year, there is fuch a conftant feafb 
tied weather, that if the cables are wel 
there is fcarely ajay danger of their be 
rubbed. But to return to the emplo) 
the Centurion's people on fhore. 

While they were landing the fick, foi 
Indians on the ifland furrendered them 
the Commodore, fo that he had eighi 
his cuflody. One of thefe four oflered 
the moil convenient place for kDlim 
and two of the Englijh were ordered 
tend him on that fervicej but ,on 
them trufting the Indian with his 
a/2d pillol, the Indian efcaped wit 
into the woods^ w^vtw \a^ ca^axvtrymc 
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pprchenlive of fufFering for this inftancc of 
erfidy defired, however, to fend one of their 
arty into the country to bring back the anns> 
nd to perfuade the remainder of the detach- 
lent from Guam to fubmit. The Commodore 
ranted their requeft, and one of them was 
iipatchedjwho returned the next day with the 
iftol and firelock, which he pretended to have 
)and in a path-way, and protefted that he 
ad not been able to meet with , any of his 
)untrymen : But this report appeared fo im- 
robable, that it occafioned a fufpicion, that 
►me treachery was carrying on, upon which 
le Commodore ordered all the Indians in his 
3wer to be fent on board the (hip, and not 
lowed to return on ihore. 
All the hands that could be fpared from at- 
nding the iick, were now employed in arm- 
g the cables, with a good rounding to fecure 
icm from being rubbed by the coral rocks, 
hich being compleated, many attempts were 
ade to flop the Centurion^ s leak ; but after fe- 
aal efforts they were obliged to defifl, till 
ley could have an opportunity of heaving 
>wn. 

On the 1 2th of Sepfemher^ thofe who were 
well recovered as to Jie capable of doing'duty, * 
ere fent on boant^e fhip, and then the Com- 
Lodore, who was himfelf ill of the fcurvy, 
id had caufed a tent to be eredled for him on 
tore, went thither with a view of ftaying a 
w days, to recover his health ; being convin- 
wl, by experience, that no other method bwt. 
ying on the land, was to be Xxvx^t^ ^^"^ "^^ 
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removal of that dreadful difcafe. The plaio^ 
where his tent was pitched was an elegant Jpot , 
near the well, whence they got nil their water* 
' The caflu wore next (ent on {ho re to be £11^ 
by the coopers, and as the new moon was ajH 
proachingy when it was apprehended theic 

' would be violent gales, every method wim 
taken that prudence covild Tuggell to arm tbe 
anchors, and fecure the ihip trom the tife^t 
of windy weather. But when they had ^ 
fome days flattered themielies, that the prn^ 
dence ot their meafures had fecured them fjom 
all Occidents, the wind, on the 22d of 5j^ 
Umhery blew from the eaftward with fuch fary# 
that thofe on board foon defpaired of riding 
out the ftorm. The Commodore and moft of 
the hands were on fhore, and all their hopif 
of fafety feemed to depend on their putting 

. immediately to fea. But all commumcadoa 
with the fliip was cut off, for it was impoffiUe 
that a boat could live. As the night approach- 
ed, .the violence of the ftorm increalra, .while 
the tide, which at the beginning of the hur- 
ricane fet to the northward, turned fuddoilf 
to the fouthward, and in fpite of the ftortt 
forced the (hip before it. The fea now broke 
furprifmgly all rpund the fliip with a large 
tumbling fwell, by which the long-boat, whSi 
was moored aftern, was fuddenly canted fc 
high, that it broke the tranfome of the Com- 
modore's gallery, whofe cabbin was on dn 
quarter-deck, and the ftroke was fo violent tkit 
it ftove the boat all to pieces, yet the p<K» 

boat-keeper, though extremely bruifed, m$ ; 
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md. At length the tide flackened, but the 
irind did not abate, and their cables breakings 
II on board were in the greateft danger, and 
ecordingly fired guns, and fhewed lights to 
be Commodore, as fignals of diftrefs. About 
tie o'clock, the night being extremely dark, a 
irong guft, attend^ with rain and lightning, 
iirced them out to Tea, utterly unprepared to 
Iniggle with the united fury of the waves and 
rinds, and every moment expeding to be 
oft* 



CHAP. XL 

^rmnfaSiions at Tinian' after the Centnrion^s 
hing dri'ven to Sea. The Proceedings on Board 
the Centurion //// her Return^ and the Em- 
fiojment of the Centurion's People^ till their 
JbuJ Departure ; *with a Defer iption of thehZr 
dtone Iflands. 

rH E dreadful ftorm by which the Cen- 
tnrion was driven to fea, was too vio- 
ait to permit any of the people on fhore to hear 
lie guns, which fhe fired as fignals of diftrefs, 
fhile the flaihes of lightning had hindered the 
xplofions from being obferved, and therefore 
t day break, when it was perceived on fhore, 
[iat the (hip was miffing, they were all in the 
tmoft confternation. Much the -greateft part 
f them inflantly concluded that (he was lo(li 
nd entreated the Commodore to fexA\JpA\i^"^x. 
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round the illand in fearch of thfe wreck. Wl 
thofe who believed her fafe, had ftarcdy t 
expedition of her ever been able .to retn 
as the wind 'itill continued, and ^s fhc was 
manned/ and fo poorly provided (or ftn 
gling v^th fo tempeftuous a gale.^ In ei^iei 
whidi cafes they confidereq their fitimtio]] 
very deplorable, fince it would be ijnp6fi 
for them ever to leave the ifland, and t 
therefore they muft bid ati everlaiting adiea 
their country, their friends, their families,'! 
all their domeftic endearments.. They had a 
reaibn to ftjpprehend,that the Governor of 6m 
on being informed of their fituation on fliQ 
■ would fend a force fufficient to overpov 
them, and to remove them to that ifland, a 
that on his having them in his power, he wo] 
make their want of commiflions, all of whi 
were on board the Centurion, a pretence 
treating them as pirates, and for putting tlib 
to an infamous death. 

However, Mr. Jnfon foon formed a fchc 

for extricating himfelf and his men ^ 

their pieient anxious fituation, and havi 

confulted fome of the moft intelligent perf< 

about him, and fatisfied himfelf that it v 

pradiicable, endeavoured to animate his p< 

pie to put it fpeedily in execution. He o 

them that he was not without hope, that 1 

Centurion would return in a few days, fii 

there was no reafon to api^rehend her bei 

loA, and that the woxft. tWx co>3\^ >£» vi 

gined, was her being dmetv voo ^^ x^ 

fpw^d of tlie ifland to icwtv, vxVviV 
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obliged her to bear away for Macao on the 
coatt of Chi-aa ; that in this cafe he had con- 
fidered of a method of following her, which 
was to haul the Spamjh bark on more, to faw 
her afunder, and to lengthen her twelve feet, 
which would enlarge her to near 40 ton bur- 
then, and enable her to carry them all to 
China ; that the carpenters, whom he had con- 
fulted, had agreed that this was pradUcable, 
and that nothing was wanting to execute it, 
but their united refolution and indullry, and 
then added, that for his own part he would 
Ihare the fatigue and labour with them, and 
ivould exped no more from any man than he 
liimfelf was ready to fubmit to. 

. The people now began to flatter themfelves, 
that the Centurion would be able to regain the 
idand, and from this hope they did not fo 
bcartily engage in the projedt, as the Gom- 
modore could have wifhed ; but te laft being 
fatisfied that it was impoflible the fhip fhould 
return, they refolutely applied themfelves to 
the diflPerent tafks allotted them, with as much 
sagernefs and induftry as the Commodore could 
lefire, pundtually aflembling by day-break at 
the rendezvous, where they were fet to their 
iiiFerent employments, which they followed 
^ith unufual vigour till night. 

But before they entered upon this arduous talk, 
in incident happened that gave Mr. Anfon the 
leepeft concern ; for a few days after the fhip was 
driven oiF, fome men on fhore cried out a fail, 
vhich fpread a general joy, every bod^ Cvit^- 
"ioikng tti&t the ihip was relutioxvt % ^s^'^ V^io^ 
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after a fecond fail being obferv^d, defiitml 
their hopes, and made it difficult to «ie6 wliat 
tl^ey were. Mr. ^njon eagerly 'tixnu3 his glafi 
towards them, and leeing they were two boats^ 
it immediately occured to him, that' the Gov- 
turion was funk, and that theie wm the tinr 
boats cominjg; back with the remsunt^htf 
people ; an idea which fo deeply afibfliNl*'htai;i^ 
that he was obliged immediately to ledMh 
witliout fpeaking^ to . his tent, on ord£^„ f$ 
conceal his emotion, where he jpafled Amff- 
bitter moments undei: the firm- belief thkt iJM 
ihip was loft, and that all his views of ffill%f 
nafiiing his expedition'by fbme importaal tit* 
ploit were at an .end. He was howe?er tftm 
relieved from thefe diftreffing thoughts, by^ , 
covering^hat the two boats were Isul^ pttdb 
when obferving that they made towants the 
ihore, he ordered that eyery thing; that oodd 
give them .jpy fufpicion fhould be remove^ 
and concealed nis people in the adjacent thick- 
ets, to fecure the Indians upon their landing; 
but the proas, after coming within a quarter of 
a mile of the beach, flopped fhort, and haviif 
remained motionlefs two hours, fteered to the 
fouthward^ 

About the fame time another incident hap- 
pened of a very extraordinary nature, lie 
Commodore, attended by fome of his officers, 
endeavoured to make the tour of the ifland, 
aiul being on a riiing ground, obferved afmaQ 
thicket in the valley beneath, that had a pro- 
^-effive motion. They were at firft furprized, 
ut foon perceived it was only fome large co- 



I. 
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let Irafhes dragged along by perfons conceal- 
d beneath them. They immediately con- 
^nied that thefe were fome of the party, they 
lad found there at their arrival, and therefore 
idr« Anfiuy and thofe who were with him haft- 
:d after them in hopes of difcovering their 
etrcat, when the /»y/^zw |>erceiving that they 
wre difcovcred, ran away with precipitation. 
Hit the Commodore was fo near them, as not 
oloie £ght of them till they reached their 
elly which he and his ofHcers entering, found 
hat there was a paiTage through it, which led 
[own aprecipice^ at which they had made their 
icape. Tlley here found an old firelock or 
»ro, but no othQr arms. However there was 
. large quantity of provilions, and in parti- * 
olar ialted pork» which was excellent ; and 
rom what thefe gentlemen faw, they concluded, 
bat their own extraordinary appetite was not 
oafined to the Englifi?; for it being about 
io<ta, the Indiansy coniidering their number, 
ad laid out a very plentiful repaft, and had 
keir cocoa nuts and bread fruit ready prepar- 
d for eating, and in fuch a manner as fliew- 
^ that a good meal was neither an uncom- 
lon nor a difregarded article. Mr. Anfon hav- 
ig fearched to no purpofe, after the path by 
rhich ^tlndianthaA efcaped,he and his ofHcers 
It down to the dinner fo luckily provided for 
liem. After which they returned back fbme- 
rhat dlfpleafed at miflins; the Indians^ as they 
oped, that if they could have had any con- 
jjrence with them, they Ihould have engaged 
}eni in theii* f^vice» 
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. The Icng;thniiig the bark w«9 attended wift 
great difficulty ; fotne of the took were to be. I 
made, and many of the mater&ls were wnt-»' 
ing ; when the whole Qiould be compl«tted» 
they were to rigg, vidlDal and navigate lUsr» 
for the ft)ace of 6 or 760 leagued, throiidi W 
known, leas, which liad not been pa£d>W 
any one of the company. However thev 
hopes were kqpt up by the intervendoi^ of fe- 
veral extraordinary and unexpected- acddenti* 
The carpenters both of the Gkucefier and Tf^ 
were on ihore with their che^ of toc4s ; di^ 
finith too was on fh6re with his forge and ft^ 
veral of his tools; but his beUowt' were oil 
board the fhip, fb that he was incapable of 
working, and they could have no hopes of 
proceeding without his affiftance. They rc- 
folved therefore firfl of all to make^him \ 
pair of bellows, but were for fome time puz- 
zled for. want of leather, but having plenty of 
hides, and finding an hogfhead of lime, wluch 
belonged to the Spaniards or Indians j they tan- 
ned a few of the hides with it, fo that th^ 
leather anfwered the intention, and compleat* 
ed the bellows by making a gun-barrel fervq 
or a pipe. 

While the fmith was preparing the iron- 
work, others were employed in felling trees^ 
and fawing them into planks, which being the? 
moll laborious tafk, the Commodore for the 
encouragement of the people worked at it 
himfelf. A new difficulty was occaiioned by 
there being neither blocks nor cordage fot 
hauling the, bark on (hore *, but this was Te- 
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moved by making rollers of the body of the co- 
coa-nut-tree, which from its fmoothnefs and cir- 
cular turn, was adapted to the purJ)ofe with very 
little labour. A dry dock was dug to receive 
the bark, and a way found from thepce into 
the fea ; a party was ordered conflantly to kill 
and provide provifions for the reft, and good 
order being eftablifhed, and all hands employ- 
ed, the preparations advanced apace ; the men 
being perhaps the more tradable and induftri- 
ous Irom there being neither wine nor brandy 
on fhorc j for the juice of the cocoa-nut, which, 
though pleafant, was not intoxicating, was 
their conftant drink. 

As the work advanced apace the officers be- 
gan to coniider of the rigging neceflary to. fit 
the bark for fea, when it was found that the 
tents on fhore, with the fails and rigging al- 
ready belonging to the bark; and the fpare 
cordage, which had been accidentally landed 
fix>m the Centurion^ would anfwer this purpofc. 
They propofed to pay her bottom with a mix- 
ture of tallow and lime, but there was one 
inconvenience that could not be removed, 
which was, that as (he was not quite 40 tons 
burden, (he would be incapable of containing 
half the crew below the deck, and would be 
fo top-heavy, that if all were upon deck at 
the fame time fhe would be in danger of over- 
fetting. The article of procuring a ftock of 
provifions for the voyage gave them great per- 
plexity, as they had neitner grain nor bread 
#f any kind on fhore, and the bread fruit 
would not keep at fea j and though, tixv^ Vc^^ 



live cattlcj they Kad fcarcely ai 
ever, they prefcrved a fmall qu 
ed beefj which they had found 
at their landing, but this was 
cient. However^ it was at lail 
ry as maBy cocoa nuts as they 
long the jerked beef, by ufmg : 
ly, and to Aipply the want oT 
to obtain which, they Jhould la 
of Rsia^ where thz SpariiarJs h\ 
radons of that grain, and carrj/ 
quantity by force; but this fchcni 
ceflary for them to examine the ar 
had on fliore, they had the raort 
that all the powder did not a 
charge a piece to each of the co 
One of the moll alarming 
was, the difcou raging difcovery 
neither compafs nor ^luadrant 
but, at laft, on rummaging the < 
to the Spam/} bark, they difc 
compafs J which, though little t 
as were made for the amnfcm 
boysj %vas to them an invaluabl 
afterwards a quadrant was 
fea-iborCj which had been throi 
among other lumber belonging 
This was eagerly feia^cd, but <: 
it unluckily wanted vanes, and 
entirely ufclcrs* However, a 
time after pulling out the dra^ 
table, which had been dri\ren o 
fome vanes in it, which fitted 
very well i when U Wv!n^ tX' 
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known latitude of the place^ it was found to 
be fufficiently exadt. 

Ail things now being in great forward- 
nefsy and (oxne of the principal obftacles re- 
moved, they were able to determine when 
the whole would be finiihed, and had accord- 
ingly fixed the 5 th of November for the day 
of their putting to fea; but on the nth of 
Odober in the afternoon one of the Gloucefter's 
men being upon a hill in the middle of the 
ifland, faw the Centurion at a diftance, and 
fanning with the utmoft fpeed towards the 
landing place, faw in his way fome of his 
comrades, to whom he called with great 
extafy, " The Ihip ! the (hip !" which being 
heard by Mr. Gordon a Lieutenant of the ma- 
rines, he ran to the place whefe the Commo- 
dore and his people were at work, and being 
freih and in breath, eafily outllripped the 
Qkucefter*s man, and told the Commodore, who, 
on hearing this joyful and unexpedled news, 
direw down his ax with which he was then at 
work, while the others ran down to the fea 
fide, to feaft themfelves with the fight, for 
which they had fo eagerly longed. By five in 
the evening the Centarion "wzs vifible to them 
all, when a boat was fent off with 1 8 men 
to reinforce her, with frefh meat and fruits for 
the refrefhment of the crew, and the next af- 
ternoon fhe happily call anchor in the road, 
Where the Commodore immediately went on 
board her, and was received with joyful accla- 
iftations. 

Vol. Vn. Q^ T;<* 



To proceed to what happen* 
Ceniurhn while at fea. It has a 
ferved, that fhe was driven fro 
a very dark night, by a prodigi 
condition of thofc on board wa 
they were in a leaky ftiip, witt 
their hawfes, to one of which 
remaijiing anchor, not a gun 
lalhed, nor a port barred in, 
able to fet no fall except thi 
couM muiler no more ftren^h 
ftiip, than loS hands, which ¥ 
fourth part of her conipleme: 
diefe were either boys, or Inch 
ble from their bein^ but late 
the fcurvy* By the violence c 
the working of the (hip, thei 
quantity of water through th 
boles, and fcuppers, which ad 
rendered their pumpsa fufficient 
a]l on board* But they had othe 
appeared llill more immediate, 
gined they were driving on th 
guaiij which was about two 
and as they had no fail fet but 
was jnfafficient to clear them c 
dangei. They, therefore^ lef 
life their ntmoCl efforts to he^ 
and fore -yards, in order to fa\ 
pofTible, from being wrecked, 
hours inejfcdlual labour, the j 
the men were obliged from n 
defiH, and quietly expe£l their 
pearcd inevitabk v Igi they 
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(elves driven juft upon the ihore, and the dark- 
ftefs'Of the night made them expeft to difcover 
It no otherwife than by ftriking upon it, fo that 
they were feveral hours under the ferious ap- 
prehenfions that eachfucceeding moment Would 
end them to the bottom ; nor did thefe con- 
inued terrors of inftantly (biking and finking 
:ea{e, till day-break, when in a tranfport of 
oy they perceived that the dreaded iiland was 
It a confiderable diftance, and that they had 
)een preferved by a ftrong northern current. 

The boifterous waves which had forced them 
rom Tinian did not abate till three days after, . 
ind while they continued out at fea, both the 
haplain and every other officer were obliged 
fubmit to the fame bodily labour as the com- 
non iailors. The heaving up of the fheet an- 
hor, which they had hitherto dragged at theiir 
)ows with two cables, coft them the fevereft 
ipplication for twelve hours, before they 
M-ought it in fight, when it growing dark, their 
ktigne obliged them to defifl till the next day, 
md then that arduous tafk was compleated. 
They afterwards conquered fome of the other 
[ifficulties they laboured under, and being en- 
bled, to make ufe of their canvas, flood to 
he eaftward* in hopes of regaining the ifland 
►f Tinian^ they being according to their own 
cckonings, but 47 leagues diftant from it. 
Jut on the firft of O^oher, when they had run 
he diftance neceflary for making the ifland ac- 
ording to their own reckoning, and were in 
all expectation of feeing it, they were unhap- 
pily difappoimed, andconvitvcei\!tvax^cox\t'«^ 



had driven them confidcrably t 
They were now in great perpl 
spprehenftons of wajiring wate 
day had a fight of the inland 
thence computed that the curr 
them 40 leagues to the weHw. 
counts- The fight of land J 
their fitaation, and, therefore^ 
eallward^ they continued that 
Ccffive labour J and with a coj 
the nth of Odokr^ which ws 
from their departure, whea ar 
iing of Tiniaftj they were reinf 
fliore, and to their inexpreflib 
evening of the fame day, came 
the roadn 

The Commodore on his goii 
Ctnturkn^ after her rt^turn to ^ 
to Hay no longer at the iiland 
Ititely neceflary to compleat his 
and the long-boat being ilavcd, 
ready mentioned, they were ol 
nfe of rafts, which as the tidi 
ftrong, occafioncd frequent dc 
than once the lofs of the who: 
was not their only misfortune, ] 
day after the Cemurhn^s return 
of wind brought home the anc 
her a fecond time :o fea, Howj 
modf^rc a.nd the principal office 
board ; but there were near 70 
iliorc, who had been employed 
and procuring provifions. Th 
€Uitci^ witk riatta \ Wi y^^-\ \ 
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fcr the cutters to bring off at once, the Com- 
Inodore fent the i8 oared barge to their af- 
fiftance. The two cutters foon returned filled 
with men, but forty of the company remained 
behind, who were employed in killing cattle 
m the woods, and in bringing them to the 
landing-place. Yet as the fhip foon drove to a 
confiderable difbnce, it was not in their power 
to join her, though the i8 oared barge was left 
to convey them on board. The weather, how- 
ever, being favourable, the Centurion within 
about five days returned again to an anchor at 
Tinian, 

On the Centurion^ s arrival it- appeared that 
the Spanijh bark had undergone a new change, 
for the people on fliore defpairing of her return, 
had refolved to reftore the bark to her fir ft 
Hate, and had made fuch progrefs, that they 
would foon have compleated her. 

The people at their fecond return to the 
ifland laooured with indefatigable induftry in 
getting in their water, and having by the 20th 
of O&oher compleated it to 50 ton, which was 
thought fufficicnt for their paflage to Macao, the 
Commodore fent the next day one of each 
mefs on fhore, to gather as large a quantity of 
oranges, lemons, cocoa-nuts, and other fruits 
as they pleafed, for the ufe of themfelves and 
their mefs-mates at fea, and they returning in the 
evening, fire was fet to the bark and proa, the 
Centurion hoifted in her boats, got under feil, 
and ftecred towards the fouth end of the ifland 
of Formo/a* 

Q-3 ^'^ 



were thofe of Saypan, and Tinian^ f 
reprefented as extremely beautiful, a 
in between ic and 16 degrees of noi 
From the pleafing appearance of 
Spaniards have given it the name of 
and Saypan^ which is in the latitu 
22'. north, affords an agreeable pro 
feen at fea. 

Thefe iflands are generally reck 
number ; but if the fmall iflets an< 
counted, they will in all amount t< 
Formerly moll of them were inhabit 
the three principal iflands Guamy 
^itiian, which 60 years ago are fa 
been extremely populous, J'tnian ha 
tirely depopulated, and not above t> 
hundred Indians left at Rota to cu 
for the ifland of Guam, fo that at 
iafl mentioned ifland is the only on 
properly be /aid to be inhabited I 



Round THE WORLD. 175 
refidence. The houfes are built with flone and 
timber, and covered with tiles^which is a very 
unufual method of building in thefe warm 
climates. This iiland has alfo 13 or I4vil- 
bges. As Guam is efteemed a place of confe- 
^uence, on account of its affording refrefh- 
ment to the Manila ihip, there are two caftles 
DQ the fea fhore, which mount only five guns 
rachy and a battery of five pieces of cannon oh 
in eminence near the fea. The Spaniards have 
berc three companies of foot of between 40 
md 50 men each ; this is the principal ftrength 
5n which the Governor .depends, for he is ge- 
lerally upon ill terms with the inhabitants, 
ivho are debarred the ufe of lances and fire- 
irms. 

Though the reft of thefe iflands are uninha- 
Dited, they afford plenty of all kinds of refrelh- 
nent, but there is not a good harbour or road 
miong them all ; and though the Manila fhip 
s to ftay only 24 hours at Guattti it is not un- 
:ommori for her to be forced out to fea, and to 
eave her boat behind her. 

The Indians of thefe iflands are a flrong, well 
imbed, and bold people, and from fotne of their 
>ra6lices, feem to be no ways defedivc in un- 
ierflanding ; for their flying proas, which 
brages paft, have been the only vefTels they 
lave employed, are a very fingular and extra- 
)rdinary invention, and are faid to be capable 
)f running with a brifk trade wind near 20 
niles an hour. The head and ftern of the proa 
tre exa£lly alike, but her two fides are ver^f 
Merent. That intended to be Blvivi^ xicv^V^- 



tj& Cotmmd$ri Ahson's VOYAGB 

fide being flat^ whilft the windwird-fide 
biult roondingjfi die manner of othAr tefl 
bat as ber fihdl*breadth, and die ftrayht : 
of her leeward- fide, ^ would infidlibly -ib 
her overfet, a frames is laid out fixmi lier 
windward, to the end of which is fidlmxl 
hojUiowlo^, formed Bke a finall boat^'' 1 
weight of die finme i^ defigned to balance 
proa, and die finall boa^ wmdiis alwafrib' 
water, to preventhero verfetdng to wisdM 
In flior^ dif bod/ of the proa is fimned tf I 
pKces jdined end ways^ and fewed .tO«i 
with bark ; for no iron is nfed in her cpubf 
tion. She is abo'nt two inches thick at 
bottom, which at the gunwale is reduced to 
than one. The proa generally carries fix 
fevcn Indians, two pf whom are placed in 
head and flern» who fteer the vef&l alternai 
with a paddle, according to the tack ihe g 
on, he in the ftern being the fleerfman. T 
other Indians are employed either in baling 
the water, which fhe accidentally (hips, oi 
fetting and trimming the fail. Thefe veJ 
fail mod excellently on a wind, and with eit 
end foremoft, run from one of thefe klandi 
the other, and back again only by fhifdng 
fail, without ever putdng about, and by tl 
fmall breadth and the flatnefs of their lee-fi 
are capable of lying much nearer the wind t 
any other veffel hitherto known. 
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CHAP. XII. 

^be Centurion's run from Tinian to Macao. 
The Commodore^ s Proceedings at that Port, Hav- 
ing refitted^ he fails to Cape Efpirita Santo, 
takes the Manila Galeon, and returns hack. 
His Tranf anions in the River of Canton, and 
in the City of that Name^ njohn-e the Englilh 
extinguijb a dreadful Fire* A Jhort CharaSer 
of the Chincfe. The Centurion returns to 
England. 

TH E Centurion departed from Tinian on 
the 2ift of OSloher^ in the evening, 
when thc^ caflern monfoon being fettled, ftie 
generally ran from 40 to 50 leagues a day. On 
the 3d of November J they faw an iflet or rock, 
and about an hour after, the ifland called Bote! 
Tobago Xima, Having 'doubled the fouthern 
extremity of Formofa^ which is in the latitude 
^f 21®. 15'. north, they pafled by the rocks 
^fle Rete^ but at this inftant the people in the 
penturiofi were alarmed by an out-cry of fire, 
Jn the fore-caftle, upon which the whole crew 
^'Hmediately flocked together in the utmoft 
^onfufion, fo that for fome time the officers 
^ound it difficult to appeafe the uproar, but 
Jhe people being at length reduced to order, 
*t was perceived that the fire proceeded from 
the bricks in the furnace being overheated, 
llrhich had occaiioned their communicatiag the 




fire to the adjacent wood work, bu 
, down the brick work it was eafily 
cd. In the evening they were fu 
the fight of what they at firft took 
kers, but on a ftridler examination 
found to be only a great nunrxbe 
the ifland oi Formofay which they in 
intended by the inhabitants as iign 
them to touch there. But they v 
patient to reach the port of Maca 
to this delay. At about midnig! 
fight of the main- land of CMna, at 
diAance, upon which they brought 
propofing to wait for the morning 
fun-rife they were furprifed to fine 
in the midft of an incredible numb 
boats, which feemed to cover th 
the fea, as far as the eye could ra 
them were manned with five hand 
with lefs than three, and as the) 
well ward, they found them as n 
every part of the coaft. The Con 
at firfl in hopes of procuring a pllo 
to conduft the fhip to Macao ; bu 
on board could not make them 
their meaning. What appeared i 
ing, was the inattention and want 
obferved in this herd of fifherme 
doubtlefs never feen any fhip like t" 
and perhaps there was not one 
lifhery who had ever beheld any 1 
fel : But though miany of the boat 
to the fhip, they did not in the 1 
/jvm their courfe to regard it. 
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On the 5 th oi No'vmber at midnight, they 
firft made the coatt of China, and about two 
the next day, while they were ftecring to the 
weft ward within two leagues of the coaft, and 
ftill furrounded by fiftiing veflels in as great 
numbers as at iirft, they perceived that a boat 
a-head of them waved a red flag and blew a 
horn, which was confidered by the people of 
the Centurion as a fignal made to them either to 
warn them of fome fhoal, or to inform them 
that they would fupply them with a pilot. 
Mr. Jn/on therefore immediately fent out the 
cutter to the boat to know their intentions, 
when it was found that this boat was the Com- 
modore of the whole fifbery, and that the fig- 
nal was to order them all to leave off fifhing, 
and to return in ihore, which they inftantly 
obeyed. 

Being thus difappointed, they kept on their 
courfe, and the next day, were abreaft of a 
chain of iflands that flretch from eaft to weft, 
called the iflands of Lema : They are rocky 
and barren, and are 15 or 16 in number, be- 
fides many more between them and the main 
land of China* Being ftill furrounded by fifti- 
ing boats, the Commodore once more fent the 
cutter on board fome of them to endeavour to 
procure a pilot, but without effed. However, 
one of the Chinefe, dire«^ed them by ftgns to 
fail round the weftermoft of the iflands or rocks 
of Lema^ and then to hale up, which diredtion 
lidiey follawed, and in the evening they came 
tp an aachor. 
w . They 
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The next morning a Cbimefi pilot critic 
l>bard the Centurion and offered in broken i 
tngnefe^ to carry the ihip to Macmo for ^o < 
lars. Thde were immediately paid lum, 
they then wdghed and made fail, batj 
after feveral other pilots came on board, i 
endeav9ared to recommend themfelyes by^ j 
'Slicing certificates from many European n 
thev had piloted in> bat th^ ftill cpndn 
under the management of the Chine/e wi 
they had firft engaged. They now pafled h 
number of other iflands ; bnt the tides freqm 
ly iettin^ ftrongly againU them, the^y % 
often obfiged to come to an anchor, and 
the 1 2tJi of Nowmter anchored in Mbkm tc 
and oncfe more arrived at an amicable p 
where they expeded the iatis&dion of reo 
ingr letters from their relations and friei 
ana where their countrymen, who were la( 
arrived from England^ would be able to anf^ 
the numerous inquiries they.yere prepared 
make. 

The city of Macao is fituated in an ifl« 
at t)ie entiance of the river of C anion y i 
was formerly rich, populous, and able to 
fend itfelf againft the power of the adjac 
Chine/e Governors ; but is at prefent {o reduc 
that the Governor, whp is nominated by 
King of Portugal, fubfifts merely by the co 
tefy of the Ckinefe, who can ftarve the pi 
and difpoiers the P<?r/7/g-a.^ whenever they plei 
v.hich obliges the Governor carefully to av 
giving them offence. The river of Canton, 
the mouth of which this city lies, is the oi 

Cfcv 
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Cbittefi port, to which European (hips refort, 
and is a far more commodious harbour than 
Macao. But the Commodore's apprehendons, 
that if he ihould infift on being treated upon 
a different footing than the merchantmen, he 
would embroil 3ie Eaft India company with 
the regency of Canton^ made him chufe rather 
to go to Macao^ than to enter the port of 
Canton. 

Mr. Anfin no fooner came to an anchor in 
Macao road,^than he difpatched an officer with 
his "compliments to the Portu7uefe Governor, 
to deiire his Excellency's advice, in what 
manner it would be proper for him to aft, to 
avoid giving offence the to Chine/e, which was 
a matter worthy of attention, as there were 
then four of our Eaft-India (hips in their power 
at Canton ; tparticularly with refpeft to the du- 
ty ufually paid by fhips in that river, accord- 
ing to their tonnage ; for as men of war are 
exempted in every foreign harbour from pay- 
ing all manner of port charges, Mr. Anfon 
thought it would derogate from the honour 
of his country to fubmit to this duty. In the 
evening the boat returned with two officers 
fcnt by the Governor, who told Mr. Anfon^ 
it was the Governor's opinion, that if the 
Centurion entered the river of Canton^ the duty 
would certainly be expefted, and therefore, 
if- he approved of it, he would fend him a pi- 
lot, who ihould condud her into another fafe 
harbour on the ST//*?, where the fhip might 
be careened, and where the above-mentioned 
duty would probably never be d^raacwi'c.'i* "^^ 
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this propofal the Commodore agreed, and the 
next morning fteereil under the direftion of 
the Fcrtitgvefi Pilot, and after fome difficulties, 
on account of the fhallownefs of the water> 
cDtered the harbour, which is formed by a num- 
ber of iJlands, and is about fix miJes diftaut 
from Mma^* He here faluted the caftle of 
Mamo with eleven guns, which were returned 
by an equal number. 

As Mr. Anfin wanted both a fupply of pro- 
vifiontj and of naval flores for rc6tting the 
ihip, he the next day paid a vifit, in perfon, to 
the Governor, and at his landing* was faluted 
by eleven euns, which were returned by th& 
Centurhn, Eut though the Governor feemed 
inclined to do him all the fervice in his power, 
and told him, that he would do this privately, 
yet he frankly owned that he could not fur- 
niih him with what he demanded, without aa 
order from the Viceroy of Caifion^ fince all the 
provisions and other neceflaries he received for 
himfelf and his garrifon, were by permiffion 
of the Chimfe government, who took care to 
vi£iual him only from day to day, and were al- 
ways able to oblige him to fabmit to their 
terms, by laying aii embargo on -Ms pro- 
vifions. 

Upon this declaration, Mr. An/on refolvcd 
to go to Canton to feek redrefs from the Vice- 
roy, and for that purpofe hired a Cbinefe boae 
for himfelf and his attendants ; but jaft when 
he was ready to embark, the Hoppo, or Cbt' 
ne/e cuftom-houfe oiEcer of Macao fefofed to 
grMitapcrmitj and ordered the watermen not lo 
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proceed at their ^eril ; and though the Gover- 
nor of Macao joined his intereu to perTaade 
hini> the Hoppo continued inflexible. The 
next day Mr. Anfin told him, that if the per- 
mit was any longer refufed, he would man 
and arm the Centurion^ s boats, and afked the 
Hoppo» who he imanned would dare to op- 
po{e their paflaee ? Upon this threat the per- 
mit was granted, and Mr. An/on arriving at 
Canton, confulted the fupercargoes and officers 
of the Englip ihips, iiow to procure an order 
from the Viceroy for theneceiTaries hewanted» 
upon which they referred him to (bme Chinefe 
merchants, who having cajoled him from day 
to day, by promiiing to lay the ftate of his 
affairs before the Viceroy, and obtaining for 
him whatever he defired; after reiterated excu- 
ses, and a months delay, threw of the made, and* 
being dofely preiled, declared, that they nei- 
ther had, nor could make application to the 
Viceroy, as he was too great a man for them 
to approach on any occafion. The Commo- 
dore now perceived, when too late, that he 
had been wrong in confulting fo much the in- 
tereft of the E^India company, and therefore, 
^fter his return to the Centurion, wrote a let- 
ter to the Viceroy, to inform him, that he was 
commander in chief of a fquadron of Britip 
fhips of war, which had been cruifing for two 
years pafl agsdnft the Spamards, who were at 
enmity with the King his mafler, ja&d that he 
was obliged to enter the port of Macao to flop 
a confiderable leak in his fhip, and to fupply 
R a ^^W 
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Bimfelf with proviilons and neceffaj 
dcr to purfue his voyage. 

This letter being tranflated into t 
.language, the Commodore delivered 
to the Hoppo, or chief oihccr of tl 
at Macac^ and de fired him to forwai 
Viceroy of CmiUn^ with as much exj 
lie could J but that officer feetning ur 
take charge of it,, the Commodore toe 
and told him, that he would immediai 
to C££nUn in his own boat, and woul' 
officer poflitive orders not to return t 
anfwer from the Viceroy* The H< 
perceiving that the Commodore was 
and fearing to be called to an accoi 
refufal, begged to be imrufled wl 
prom i fed to procure ^n anfwer as fc 
fible. Two days after in the morn in 
da; ine of the firit rimk, who was G 
the city of Janfin^ together with 
dannes of an inferior clafs-, and a 
Lie retinue of ofticers and fervants, 
1 8 half gallics, decorated with a g 
ber of iTreamers and attended wit 
of mufic. I'he CeniurMi boat wai 
ately difpatcbed to bring the princips 
rJne on board ; and i oo of the moft li 
pie of the crew were uniformly drefled 
gimentab of the marine.^ and drawn 
arm& on the main deck againll his arriv 
entering the fhip, he was faluted by 
^nd trumpets, and pafTing hy the ne 
gitard, was met by the Commodoi 
gtia/tcf -deck i wTno cotidiaeLtd tvim to 
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bbln. The Mandarine there explained his 
►mmiffion, and told the Commodore that he 
id brought with him two Chihefe carpenters, 
examine the ftate of the fhip ; and the neceH- 
ry infpeftion being made, they declared, that 
was impoffible for the Centurion to proceed 
fea without being refitted. Upon which 
e Mandarine exprelTed himfelf fatisfied with 
e account given in the Commodore's letter, 
his Mandarine appeared to be a perfon of 
nliderable parts, and endowed with more 
mknefs and honeily, than is generally to be 
und among the Chine/e. He was alio very 
rious and inquifitive,view'd every part of the 
ip with extraordinary attention, and appear- 
greatly furprifed at the largenefs of the 
tver deck guns, and at the weight and (ize 
the Ihot. The Commodore obferving his 
onifhment, feized this opportunity to con- 
ice the Chinefe of the prudence of granting 
his demands in the moft ample and fpeedy 
inner. He therefore complained of the pro- 
edings of the officers of the cuflom-houfe 
Macao, who had prevented his being fup- 
ied with frefh proviiions, and then telling 
s Mandarines, that as they had informed them- 
ves of his wants and were eye-witnefles of his 
rce, they muft be fatisfied that his defire of 
ving the goverment's permiffion to purchafe 
lat proviiions he wanted, was not becaufe 
had no power to fupply ' himfelf, iince he 
efumed, they were convinced that the Cen^ 
•ion alone, was capable of deftroying the 
lole navigation of the port of Cantirn^ «^ "mn?^ 
lerport in China. TViax x!ta^ Sx. ^-^ nxvx^. 
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was not the manner of proceed ing between na? 
tionsin friend iliip with each other; bat itwaj 
alfo true, that it was not cuJlomary for any tia* 
tion to iuffer the (hips of their friends to Aarvi 
and fmk in their ports, when thofe fricndsj on* 
ly defired liberty to lay out their money. Th|( 
they mull confefs, he and his people had hi* 
therto behaved with great modeily and refcrvlj 
but as his diflrelles were every day increafing 
famine would at laft prove too ftrong for anj 
reilraint, and ncceffity in all countries waf 
acknowledged to be fuperior to ^very ottiei 
law. That thc^rcforct if by the delay offap* 
plying him with provifions, his men 0^ou]^ 
from the impulfes of hunger, be obliged tt 
turn cannibaJs, and to prey upon their ow| 
fpecies, it was eafy to be fonefeen, that inde- 
pent of their friendfhip to their comrades, they 
would in point of luxury prefer the plump 
well fed Chinr/fi to their own emaciated fiiip- 
mates. The firft Mandarine acq uie feed in the 
juftnefs of this reafoning, and promifed on hi« 
arrival at Canton to call a council of Manda- 
rines, and faid that he did not doubt, but oi| 
the reprefentation he fhould make of what h9 
had feen, they would all be of the fame opi- 
nion as himfelf, and that every thing he had 
demanded would be fpeedily granted. That 
with regard to the complaint of the cuftom- 
houfe 01 Macao y he would redlify it immediate- 
ly by his own authority, and then deiiring a 
lift to be given him of the provifions neceffary 
for the ihip for one day, wrote a permit un- 
der it, SLiid delivered it to one of his atten- 
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dantSy with orders to fee that quantity fetit 
on board every morning early, and this order 
was pundually complied with. 

This affair being regulated, the Commodore 
invited him and the two other Mandarines, 
to dinner, but they were much embarrafled 
with their knives and forks. After fome 
fruitlefs attempts to make u(e of them, in 
which they appeared extremely aukward, one 
of the attendants cut their meat for them» 
in fmall pieces ; however, notwithflanding the 
difficulty they found in complying with the 
Eurepean manner of eating, they feemed to be 
no novices at drinking. The Commodore exf 
cttied himfelf under the pretence of illnefs, 
but there being another gentleman preient of 
n florid complexion, the chief Mandarine 
clapped him on the flioulder, and told him by 
the interpreter, that he was fure he could not 
plead ficknefs, and therefore infilled on his 
bearing him company, and that gentleman per*- 
ceiving, that after they had difpatched four or 
five botdes of Frontiniac,.the Mandarine was {till 
unrufiied, ordered a bottle of citron-water to 
be brought, which the Chinefe feemed muck 
CO relifh, and this being near finiihed, they 
aroie from table, in appearance, cool and un« 
difordered, and Mr. Anfon having according 
to cuftom, made the Mandarine a prefent, they 
all departed in the fame vefiels in which they 
came. 

Mr. Anfon waited with great impatience for 
the refolution of the Council, and the pro- 
per licences to enable him to refit the Chiq \ 
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but notA^'ithilanding tlic favourable d 
of the Mandarine Governor, fcveral d 
fed J before he had any advice from J 
Mr, Afififi was privately inform ed, t] 
were grs^at debates in council upon 
Howeverj on the 6ch of y^aary, tie M 
who was the Commodore's advocate. 
Viceroy of Cnntm^s warrant for rcfi 
C^turionj and for fupplying her pe< 
all they wanted, and having now the 
licences, a number of Qhjmjt carpc 
:fmiths went on board the next day, t 
bout the work they were to perforir 
at firft aiked the value of looo t. fterli 
pairing the ihip, the malls, and t 
which the Commodore thinking u 
ble, ftrove to perfuade them to wor 
day ; but this they would not hearke 
it was at laft agreed j that the carpentt 
rcfceive the valve of about 6oo /. 
work, and that the fmiths ihould be 
their iron work by weight, at the rat 
"^ Lper hundred, for the fmall work, ar 
for the large, 

^ht, Commodore now exerted h 
order to gtt this important wo 
pleated, and difpatched his iirfl Lieui 
Canton to hire two junks, one of \\ 
intended to heave down by, and the 
fervc as a ma^*/.ine for the ammxmi 
the fame time the ground was Icvcllet 
of the neighbouring i Hands ; a large tc 
rd for locfging the lumber and provifi 
mSL^ lOQ Cb'mjt cax^lUi^ were foe 
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vork on the decks and fides of the fliip ; but 
hough they worked very well, they were far 
rom being expeditious. However, on the 3d 
►f March, the paying and Iheathing the bot- 
om was compleated, to their great joy, fmce 
lot only the fatigue of careening had been 
onfiderable, but 3ie crew had been apprehen- 
ive of being attacked by the Spaniards, while 
be fhip was thus incapable of defence. In- 
eed their fears were not groundlefs, for they 
^ere afterwards informed oy a Portuguefe vel- 
*1, that the laniards at Manila had learned, 
liat the Centurion was in the Tyfa, and intended 
3 careen there, upon which the Governor had 
immoned his council, and made a propofal to 
urn her while fhe was careening, which, if 
roperly conducted might have been accom- 
lifhed. ■ It was alfo reported that the fcheme 
^as approved, and that the Capt^n of a vef- 
j1 had adlually undertaken it for 40,000 ^ol- 
irs, which he was not to receive, unlefs he 
iccjseded ; but the Governor pretending that 
bere was no treafure in the royal cheit, in- 
fted that the money fhould be advanced by 
le merchants, and they refufing to comply 
dth the demand, the a^air was dropped. 

The Centurion was no fooner righted, than the 
rew took on board her powder and ammunition, 
nd fet about repairing the fore maft, but while 
ley were this employed, they were alarmed 
n the loth of March by a Chine/e fifherman, 
rho pretended, that he had been on board a 
irge Sfanijh fliip off the Grand Ladrone, and 
liat there were two more iii t^xK^^xc^n "m^K 



the fhip. Upon which the Commodore 
diately prepared his cannon and (mall i 
her defence, and his pinnace and 
being then in the offing, .he let then 
the advice he had received, and orden 
to keep a &n&, look out; but no 
fhips ever appeared, and the Commod 
foon convinced that the whole flor; 
£^on. 

In the beginning of Afrii the fliip i 
rigged, her provisions and water were fli 
board, and fhe fitted for the fea, befor 
time the Cbinefe had been very uneafy 
flay. At length two Mandarine boa' 
on board from Macaoj to prefs the ( 
dore to leave their port, and this havi 
often urged before, though there had 
reafon to fufped Mr. Jnfon of dela) 
this lad: meilage defired them to give hix 
ther trouble, for he would ?o when he 
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paHled along, and her whole bufinefs being 
finifhed by the 19th, fhe weighed and flood 
to fea. 

It ought to be obfcrved that foon after their 
firft arrival at Jl£7r«9y Capt. SaumiershciTig charg- 
ed with difpatches from the Commodore^ took 
bis pafTage to England on board a Swedifi ihip, 
and that feveral other officers had obtained the 
Commodore's leave to return home, and had . 
embarked on board fome of the Eaft-India com- 
pany's ihips. 

I'he Commodore before his departure, had 
altered 23 men, moft of whom were La/cars 
3r Jmiian failors, and the reft Dutch, While 
lie was at Macao^ he gave out that he was 
X)und to Bata'via, and thence to En^landy and 
Jiongh the wefterly monfoon was let in, and 
rendered that pailage in a manner impraftica- 
ale, yet he expreifed fuch confidence in the 
Irength of his fhip and the (kill of his men, 
that he raifed a belief, not only among his 
Dwn crew, but among the people at Macao » 
:hat he intended to try that unufual experi- 
nent. But his real deiign was to return to 
the Pacific Ocean^ and to cruife of Cape E/piritti 
SantOf dn the ifland of Samai for the Manila 
(hips, for he fuppofed that there would that 
year be two, on account of his having prevent- 
ed one of them from putting to fea & preced- 
ing year. Therefore being clear of the coaft, 
he fummoned all his people on the quarter-deck, 
and informed them of his refolution ; told them 
that he «woald chufe a flation where he could 
nQt fHHM-mHtiskg with th« t>KO MamU^^^% 
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and notwith landing then being ftoi 
and faU manncdj yet if his own p 
4iaved with their uAial fpirit, he was 
he ihould prove too hard for them 1; 
that one of them at leafl would m 
becoming hi& pnzCi The men ret^ 
Commodore's ipeech wiiih great joy, 
tjicir approbation by three hearty ch 
declared their refolution to fucceed 
whenever the opportunity oiTered. Thi 
which on their departure from the 
Mexico had entirely fubfided* were agj 
cd> and they were all firmly pcrfm 
• they ihould take the gale on s and retn 
cnnched with the fpoib of the enemj 

On the hrft of May they faw part of 
tif Forrnqfuf and on the the fourth d 
the B&Jhee iflandsj which have hitherto 
down 25 leagues too far to the weilw 
by their obfervations, they found l\ 
of thefe iflands to be in ±\^. 4^-, n< 
tilde. ^ 

On the zoth of M^', at noon, the] 
covered Cupe Efpirltu Sunte^ which ap 
a moderate height, with feveral rou 
moc^i upon it. But as they knew tl 
were fejifeinels placed upon this cape 
Signals to tlie Acapuku ihip^ when ihe 
in with the land, the Commodore, w^ 
leagues diflance, tacked^ and ordered 
gallaiit faib to be taken in, to previ 
difcovered, rciblving to cruife for the 
between the latitude of 12**. 50'. an* 
the C3pe idcU\ .according to their otff* 
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lying in 12°. 40'. north latitude. As there 
^i<as now but fmall employment for the crew, 
they were ordered by the Commodore to be 
exercifed almoft every day, in working the 
great guns, and in the ufe of their fmaJl arms, 
ivhich had, more or Icfs, been his pradice at 
every convenient •H5>pport unity, during the 
whole voyage. They were, indeed, taught no 
more of the manual exercife, than the Ihortelt 
way of loading with cartridges, but were con- 
flaiuly trained to fire at a mark, which was 
generally hung at the yard-arm, and as fome 
little reward was given to the moft expert, the 
-whole crew were become extremely fldlful ; for 
beiides an uncommon readinefs in loading, 
they were all of them good markfmen. 

The Centurion having arrived off Cape E/pi^ 
ritu SantOt and the galeons being expedied, the 
Commodore made all the neceflary prepara- 
tions for receiving them, and was at the fame 
time follicitous to keep at fuch a dillance from 
the cape as not to be difcovered. But it has 
fince appeared, that in fpite of all his care, 
he was feen from the land, and advice of this 
was fcnt to Manila^ where it was at firft dilbe- 
lieved^ but upon repeated intelligence of his 
beiry again feen, the merchants were alarmed, 
and application being made to the Governor, 
he undertook to fit out a force, confifting of 
two fhips of 32 guns, one of 20, and two 
floops of I o guns each to attack the Centurion 
in her ftation, the merchants being to fupply 
the necgflary fums. Some of thefe vcflels ac- 
tually weighed, but tlw priucl^^L ^v^'WiX^^- 

VoL. \lh S *^^^^ 



W^^fl ing thefe veffels dwindled down to a mere j 

* lity. Eut the next day they were relieve 

their uncertainty ; for at iun-rife, they 
vcred a fail from the maft-head. A gene 
inftantly fpread through the whole ih 
they did not at all doubt but this was 
the galeons, and they expedled foon to 
the other. The Commodore immediatel 
towards her, and at half an hour afte 
(he was viiible from the Centurion^s d( 
which time the galeon £red a gun, an 
. in her top-eallant iails, which was fu 
to be a fign^ to her confort to haften u 
therefore, the Centurion to amufe her, 

{|;un to leeward. During all this time t 
eon did not chanee her courfe, but 
Commodore's furpnfe, bore down upo 
for he could hardly believe, what afte 
appeared to be the cafe, that Ihe knew h 
to be the Centurion^ and refolved to iigl 
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D quarter a fafficient number in the cudomary 
Danner to each gun, he on his lower tire fixed 
inly two men to each gun, who were to be 
blely employed in loamng it, while the reft 
if his people were divided into different gangs 
if 10 or 12 men each, who were to be conti* 
lually moving about the decks, to run and 
ire fuch guns as were loaded, by which ma- 
lagement he was enabled to make ufe* of all 
lis guns, and inftead of whole broad - fides 
irith intervals between them, to keep up a con- 
tant £re without intermiflion, from which he 
loped to procure great advantages : for it is 
ifual with the Spaniardsy when they fee a broad- 
ide preparing, to fall down upon the decks, 
jid to continue in that poflure till it is given, 
fter which they rife again, and thinking the 
[anger to be for fome time over, fire with great 
irifknefs till another broad- fide is readv, and 
herefore firing gun by gun rendered this im- 
lofnble. The Centurion now approached the 
;aIeon a-pace, but feverai fqualls of wind and 
ain often obfcured her from their fight. How- 
ver, when it cleared up, they perceived her 
efolutely lying to. About one o'clock the 
lenturion being within gun-fhot of the enemy, 
loifted her broad-pendant and colours, and the 
[Commodore perceiving that the Spaniards had 
ill then negle£ied clearing their fhip, and were 
hrowing their cattle and lumber overboard, 
e gave orders to fire upon them with their 
haie guns to diflurb them in theif work, and 
prevent their compleating it, though he had 
tefore given general diredioiV!& xtfA. X<^ ^^^"^ 
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before they were within piftol-fhot. 
leon inftantly returned the £re with 
her ftcm cbaice ; and the Centurion gel 
iprit-fidl-yard ftre and aft, thatdf n 
,ihc might be ready for. boarding, the I 
in a bravado alfomggcd, their fpiit- 
and aft. ■ TJic CmtuHeH foon after ■ 
breaft of the enemy within piAol-ihc 
the engagement began in carneilj an< 
firft h5f hour Mr, Aajhi over-re^ichec 
leon and lay on her bow, where from t 
nefs of hifl ports he could traverfe al 
Jiis guns upon the enemy, while the \ 
could brin^ only a part of hcr'^ to b 
^ beginning of ube a£tion# the m; 
which the galeoa had ihiiFed thair nett 
£rey and bumiiig violently, blazed 
half as high as de mitten -top, this £ 
which was fuppofed to be caufed by th 
rion^s wads, filled the enemy with th< 
terror, and alfo alarmed the Commode 
wasf in pain, from the apprehenfion of 
Icon's being burned, and from the p 
of his fufiering by her driving on boa 
The Spaniardsy however, at lalt free< 
felves from the fire, by cutting away 
ting, and tumbling the whole heap wl 
in flames into the lea. Mean wl>ile th 
rion kept her firft advantageous pofitioi 
her guns with great brifknefs and rej 
while the galeon's decks lay open to 
men, who having at their firft voile 
the Spaniards from their tops, made pr 
havock with, their fiDaaSi atmsj ki 
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wonnding every officer, but one that appeared 
on the quarter-deck, and in particular wound* 
ing the General of the galeon hinifelf. But 
when the Centurion had continued in this ad- 
vantageous fituation about half an hour, ihe 
loft the fuperiority fhe had gained by it, and was 
clofe along-flde the galeon, who continued fir- 
ing bri&ly for near an hour longer, yet in this 
pofture, the Commodore's grape- fliot fo effec- 
tually fwept their deck^, and the number of 
their Hain and wounded became fo coniidera- 
ble, that they began to fall into great diforder, 
and the fhips were fo near, that fome of the 
Spanijh officers were feen running about with 
much affiduity to prevent the men from defert- 
ing their quarters. But their endeavours were 
vain, for after they had, as a laft effort, fired 
, five or iix guns, with more judgment than 
ufual, they iubmitted, and as the galeon's co- 
lours were in the beginning of the z^\on fing- 
ed off the enfign ftaff, fhe ftruck the ftandard 
at her main-top-gallant-maft head. 

This valuable prize, which amounted to near 
;a million and a half of dollars, was called the 
Noflra Signora de Cabadongay and was com- 
manded by Don Jeronimo de Menteroy a Portu- 
^uefey who was an officer diftinguilhed by his 
ikill and courage. The galeon was confider- 
ably larger than the Centurion^ and had 550 
men, and 36 guns mounted for aftion, bcfides 28 
.pedreroes in her gunwale, quarters, and tops, 
each of which carried a four-pound ball. She 
had 6j men killed in the aftion, and 84 
wounded, while the Centurion had only two 



killed, and a lientewmt and f6 ^votmMb 
nil of whomrecoveicdp iexcepcone. It Btn-^ 
poffible «o tlefcrtbe die tran^ort tm lieari^ 
when after diek nMicroiis diiappoinuamtv; 
they at laft&w their wiihesnocompMihed. tat 
this fndden joy was oa die^nttsrf tieinr ai 
fuddeti^ damped hy a atoft dfeadfolacci&ii;^ 
for the galeon had no fooner ftrnok* ^laa pm 
of the lieuteaant^t coming to coimiitar 
late the Conunodore on his piiae* viA^Spaei 
him, that Aementurioti was dangeronfiy lui §ait 
near the powder'^roonu Mn^^flfk;^ received dni 
dreadful news without any apjpaiienit <jm&thiv> 
and takiw care not to alann his people^ gue 
the neceiwy orders, for «xtingui£ing the £n% 
which Was happily done in a fhort time, ihos^' 
its appearance at firft was -extremely terrible. 
Some cartridges had been blown up by acd- 
dent between decks, and the blail: had com- 
municated its flame to a quantity of oakum ia 
the after hatch-way, near the powder-woa, 
where the fmoke of the oakum occaiioned die 
apprehenfion of a more extended, and dreadful 
conflagration, and even the h<^es of avoiding «s 
fury by efcaping on board the prize had vanlmed, 
for at the fame inftant, the galeon fell on the 
ilar-board quarter of the Centurion, though ihe 
was happily cleared, without doing or receiv- 
ing any coniiderablc damage. 

Before night Mr. Sanmarez, the Ccanino- 
dore's firft Lieutenant, feiitidl the S/fOfjtyXf prifoo- 
ers on board the Centurion, except fuch as 
were thought moll proper to be retained to 
alUii ill n/ivigating the galeon, when Mr. j^m 
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learned from fome of the prifoners, that the 
©tkcr Manila fhip which he had the year be- 
fore Tcept in the harbour of Acapulcoy had fet 
fail pntch earlier than ufual» and had probably 
reached the port of Manila fome time before 
the Centurion arrived off Cape E/piritu Santo, (o 
that notwithftanding Mr. An/on* s prefent fuc* 
cefs, he had reafon to regret his lofs of time 
at Macao f which had prevented his taking both 
thefe rich prizes. 

The Commodore ordered the trcafure to bo 
immediately removed inta the Centuriony and 
was under much concern about iecuring the 
prifoners, their numbers amounting to double 
the number of his own men» i^ich being 
done, the Commodore refolved to return to 
the river of Canton^ and on the nth o( July 
came to an anchor off the city of Macao. 

The particulars of the cargoe of the galeon 
were by this time afcertained, and fhc was 
found to have onboard, 1,313,843 pieces of 
eight, and 35,68202. of virgin filver, be- 
£des fome cochineal, and a few other commo- 
dities, whence it appears that the whole trea« 
fure taken from the Spaniards by the Centurion, 
was not much ihort of 400,000 /. independant 
of the ihips and merchandife which me had 
^thcr burned or deftroyed, which amounted to 
above 600,000/. more, fo that the whole 
damage done the enemy by Mr. Jnjon^s fqua- 
dron exceeded a million fterling, befides the 
gjcat expcnce of the court of Spain in fitting 
out Fizarroy and the lofs of the men of war 
employed in that expedition. 
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On the 14th of July the CmtuHm cdft aU 
chor, ihort of Becca Tigris^ vviidi is a^MIMM^ 
piffiige that fbims the mouth of ^tfnMTy 
and ptopofed to nm/tfaroogh at the nest dqr« 
as far as Tiger ifland, where there ik- 4 
Teryfiife road; but white the Cm#«rHis ani 
her prixe, were thus at juichor, a boatwai 
fent uf die Mandarine, who commands the 
forts at B^ecm Tigris^ to inqoire what the Jhifls 
were, and whence they came. Mr.A^fm told the 
officer, that his own^i^ was a man o£war 
bek)n«ng to the lung of Gr/«r Briuun^ and 
the o&er a prise he lUid taken* That hie was 
going into Cantvu river to fhelter himfelf «- 
ninfi the approaching hurricanes, and that he 
ihoiild £dl mBngUnS Us fixm as the moniboa 
Shifted. TheoflMser dien defired an account 
of his force, which he "Was to fend to the Go- 
vernor of Canton; but being told that there 
were in the Centurion between three and four 
hundred barrels of powder, and 400 firelocks, 
he fhrugged up his ihoulders, and appeared 
terrified at the bare recital, faying, that no 
iliips ever came into Canton river armed in that 
manner, and feemed amazed at Mr. jinfonh 
expedting to be exempted from all the duties 
paid to the Emperor by the Ihips that enter 
his ports, and it is fuppofed that he gave pri- 
vate diredions to the Chinefe pilot not to cany 
the Commodore through the Bocca Tigris* 

The narrow pafTage, called the Bctcii Tigris^ 
is little more than mulket - (hot over, and 
formed by two points of land, on tach of 
which there is a fort: that on the ftsi-bqard 

{ide 
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Me being a battery on the water's edge, with 
18 embrafuresy but nq more than 12 iron can- 
ion mounted, which feemed to be four or fix 
pounders. The fort on the larboard fide is 
I large caftle, fituated on an high rock, and 
iid not appear to be fumifhed with more than 
:ight or ten cannon, which did not feem to 
exceed fix pounders. Thefe defences the Cht'^ 
tefe had imagined fufficient to prevent an ene- 
my from forcing his way through, but would 
fiave been incapable of giving any obfbrudlion 
to Mr. Jnfon^s paflage. However the pilot, 
ifter the Chinefe ojEcer had been on board, re- 
fufed at firfl to take charge of the (hip, with* 
>ut leave from the forts ; but it being necef- 
lary to get through without delay, for fear of 
:he bad weather, which was hourly, expeded, 
the Commodore weighed on the 15 th, ordered 
the pilot to carry him by the forts, and threa- 
tened him that if the ihip run a-ground, he 
KTould infta&tly hang him up at the yard-arm. 
Upon which the pilot, terrified by thefe threats, 
rarried the fhip fafely through, the forts not 
ittempting to difpute the pauage. The poor 
pilot, however, did not efcape the refentment 
Df his countrymen, for on his going on fhore, 
ie was fent to prifon, rigoroufly difciplined 
with a bamboa. He however afterwards went 
:o Mr. Anfon, to defire fomc reward, for the 
rhaftifement he had fuffered, of which he bore 
/ery evident marks, when Mr. An/on pitying 
lis fufFerings, gave him an handfome recom- 
"tence. The Mandarine who commanded the 
;brts, was alfo inHantly turned out of bu ^V&j:^% 
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carried to Ca»tcsh where it wm txj^tBmi ikit 
he woald be feverdy pnniiBwd for MEetSmg Ae 
Ihipt topoTs'by* 

On the i6th cfjmb^ Mr. Jkfim.talt hk A* 
condUeoteiuuit lo GntfMr with a letter to d» 
Vicerioy, JO inform him of the rcMfin of ^the CSnifc 
iurUdi mitdng into diat port^ and ito dli 
Commo&»« proposed to pay Mi Excdleaef t 
vifit The Lieatenant had a very cifil i^ip 
tion, and was piomifed that the vcxt da^aa 
anfwer ftonld be ie&t to the Oahwadwiw 
Mean widle Mic. A^fim gaiw leore to iewondaf 
the oAcerB of the galeon, to gotoCSiaM^ ^ 
a promiie of their fetitrning j»ft two days. WkM 
thefi(pciiba«ri'|ot diidMsr» tiiey «»<re CiftAr 
and examined oy the regency* vptp *>tft^ 
theyhad the hondly«>docUune, ihatae^iUfl 
cfGrem Britium and Sfmim were at avar, dw 
had propofed to take theO«/arra«» and wim 
that view had bore down upon iker $ but dut 
the eveat had been contrary to their hopes. 
And being afterwards queftioaed as to«ar 
tifage on board, they frankly acknowkdgeit 
that the Commodore had treated theoi, atach 
better than they believed they ^ukL haae 
treated him, had he fallen into diear hands. 
This confeffion fVom an enemy had great 
weight with the Chinefi^ who had hithertt) con- 
fidered Mr. Jn/on rather as a lawlefs free-booter, 
than as one commiflioned by the ilate iot die 
revenge of public injuries. But now changa^ 
their opinion, they confidered him as a very 
important perfon. In the examination- these 
^ere two drcomftances^ which, in the «pinioB 
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»f tlie Cbinefef apppearcd extremely fingular ; 
he Mandarines therefore aiked the Spanianisp 
\jQW they came to be overpowered by fo infe- 
ior a force, and how it happened, iince the 
wo nations were at war, they were not put to 
Icath when, they fell into the hands of the 
^.nglijh? To the firft of thefc qucftions the 
)faniariiss anfwered. That though they had 
nore noen than the Centurion^ yet fhe being 
blely intended for war, was greatly fuperior ia 
lie Aze of her guns, and in many other arti-> 
:Ies to the gaieon, which was a veiTel fitted 
}ut principally for trade ; and as to the fecond 
nquiry, they obferved, that amongft the na* 
ions of EuropCy it was not cultomary to put 
hofe to death who fubmitted, though they 
-eadily acknowledged, that the Commodore, 
Tom the natural biafs of his temper had treat- 
rd both them, and thofe of their countrymeiit 
vho had been formerly in his power with very 
mufual courtefy, much beyond what was ex- 
>e£kd, or than was required by the cuHoms 
^ftabliihed between nations at war. Withthefe 
Tplies, the Chine/e were fully fatisfied, and froni 
hem entertained very favourable fentiments of 
he Commodore. 

In the morning of the 20th of July three 
Vlandarines, with a vail retinue in a great 
number of boats, came on board the Centurion^ 
md delivered to the Commodore an order from 
he Viceroy of Canton for a daily fupply of 
)rovifions, and for pilots to convey the fhips 
ip the river as far as the fecond bar. They 
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alfo dcliverccL him a mefTage from the VkerO'j*^ 
in anfvvcr to his letter; in which he defircd ck3 
be excufcd from receiving the CommodoTe * J 
vifit, during the exceiUve heat of the wcathc*":; 
bat that he ihould be glad to iee him In A^- 

The Mandarines having delivered their me^^ 
fagc, began to talk to the Commodore on itk^ 
duties to be paid by his fhips ; but he imni'e— 
diately let them know, he would never ftil>- 
mit to any demaiid of that kind^ and that ^s 
he did not come to trade with them, he couM 
not be deemed within the meaning of the Em- 
peror's orders ; and added j that no dudes were 
ever demanded of men of war by natiojw 3C- 
cuftomed to receive them, and that he was ex- 
grefsly forbid, in the orders he had reoeivfrf 
from his mafter, to pay any acknowledgement 
for his ihip*s anchoring in any port whatever. 
The Mandarines then obfcrved, that theytui 
another affair to mcrition^ and To lid ted him tore- 
leafc the prifoners he had on board thegulc^on^ 
obferving that the Viceroy of Canton appre- 
hended that the Emperor hb m:iiler would be 
difp leafed, if he ihould be informed^ that per- 
sons who were hb idlies, and carried on a great 
commerce with his fubjcctsj were under con- 
fir^ement in his donjiniona. But though Mr. 
J/iJon was e.\tieiiiciy Uehrous of gcLuug ndof 
the Spaniards-, lie at firft, to enhance the fa- 
vour, raifed feme difficulties, but at laft fuf- 
fcring himfelf to be prevailed on, he told the 
Mandarines, that to (hew his readinefs to o- 
hj)'^(^ the Viceroy, \\e YfO\Ad \d^vvle the pri- 
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ibners whenever they would order boats to 
fetch them oiF. This aifeir being thus adjuft- 
cd, the Mandarines departed. A few days af- 
ter two C hine/e jnnks were fent for them, when 
the Commodore difmifled them all, and as 
they were to be carried to Macaoy allowed 
them eight days proviiions for their fubliflance 
while they fell down the river. 

Though the Commodore found no difficulty 
in purchafing proviiions for the daily confump- 
tion of his men, yet he was under much per- 
plexity about laying in fuch a large quantity, 
both of provifions and naval ilores, as would 
be neceffary to carry him to England, There 
were indeed people at Canton^ who had en- 
gaged to furmfh him with bifcuit, and what- 
ever elfe he wanted; but after being aflured 
from day to day that all was ready, and would 
be immediately fent on board, he had the vexa- 
tion to be informed, that no order had been pro- 
cured from the Viceroy to furnifh him with 
naval ftores, that there vvas no bifcuit baked, 
nor any of the articles which had been pro- 
mifed him in readinefs. 

It is, perhaps, impoffible to account for the 
infincerity of the Chinefe in this particular. 
However, Mr. An/on found by experience, that 
in an]£ce, falfhood, and avarice, many of the 
Chinefi arc fcarcely to be paralclled by any o- 
ther people upon earth, which will be fuffici- 
ently evident, from the following Ihameful in- 
flances of the fraudulent and lelfifh turn of 
temper peculiar to that nation. 

Vol. VII. T ^VnSj^ 
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While the Commodore firft lav at M 
one of his officers who had jim recp' 
fixmt a fit-of xikiefi^ defired leave to t; 
walk every day dpoii a neighbouring il 
which he imaginea would gieatly contribi 
the reppvery of his ftrengthi Thong} 
Conunddore would have jperfuaded him 
it»' yet the importunity pr the officer prey^ 
•nd. the boat was ordered to carry him thi 
bnt the fecond day of his taking this exerc 
wasaflaulted byannmber of &i&fi^» wh 
been.hoeiqg rice in ,jdie ndghbonrhood, 
ftmck hini with the handles of their hoei 
they had laid him on the gromid incapal 
refiftaAce, and^dicA robbed him of his fwor 
mon^y, watch» gold*headed cane, hat, 
box» fleeve-buttons, .. and feveral other trii 
Mean while, the bent's crew being wi 
arms at a fmall dlftance, one of them flc 
the fellow, who had the fword, and reii 
out of his hands, drew it, and was prer 
to run feme of the Chine/e through the I 
the officer immediately ordered him to 
thinking it more prudent to fubmit, tli 
involve his commander in a quarrel wit 
Chine/e government, which was the moi 
mired, as this gentleman was known to 
an uncommon ipirit, and to be of an 
temper. By this means the Chine/e recc 
the fword, and carried off their whole 
nnmolefted. No fooner were they gone i 
Chine/e, who had the air and appearanc 
gentleman, rode on horfeback to the fe; 
^nd by his figns feemcd to commiferate t 
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ficer ; but though he was wonderfully officious 
in getting him into the boat, he was fhrewdly 
fufpedted of being an accomplice in the rob- 
bery. 

The officer at his retnm, reported what had 
pafled to Mr. An/wty and he immediately com- 
plained of it to a Mandarine who attended to 
fee the fhip fapplied with provifions. The 
Mandarine fomid fault with the boats go- 
ing on fhore ; but promifed, that if the rob- 
bers could be found they fhould be pu- 
niihed ; it however plainly appeared, that he 
would give himfelf no trouble about them. 
A confiderable time afterwards, one of the prin- 
cipal thieves was feen in a provifion boat 
along fide the fhip, and orders being imme- 
diately given to feize him, he was taken on 
board. The robber on his being iirft appre- 
hended, expreiled fuch fright in his counten- 
ance, that It was feared he would have died ' 
upon the (pot, and the Commqdore declaring, 
to the Mandarine who attended the fhip, that 
he would not deliver up the robber, but would 
himfelf order him to be ihot, the Mandarine 
inflantly put off the magifterial air, with which 
he had at firft demanded him, and begged his 
releafe in the moft ahje£t terms; when the 
Commodote appearing inflexible, in lefs than 
two hours there Came on board five or ^m of 
the neighbouring Mandarines, who joined in 
the fame intreaties, and dffisred a large fum of 
money for the fellow's liberty. While they 
were thus (bllidting, it was oiicovered, that 
the moil affiduoas Mandarine^ wa& xK'^ n^t^^ 



gentleman wUa rode up to the oiEce 
robbery, and who pretended to b 
difpleafed with the villatiy of his c 
It was alfo found on further inqui 
was the Mandarine of the ifland, . 
the authoricy of his office, ordcn 
fants to commit that ad of violeni 
arofe hh extraordinary vigilance, 
foxnecafual hinis it appeared, that 
brethren, every one of whom had 
10 the aflion, were terrified with the 
fjon of being called before the 
Camm^ where they would be i 
ftripped of all they were worth- 
entertained himfelf for fome time 
perplexity, rejeded their money 
appeared inexorable to their prayer 
out that: th<? thief (hould be cert 
but at laft: faffered himfelf to be 
and as a favour releafed his piifoi 
not till the MantJarine had collef 
torned all that had been taken frc 
car, even to the minuted trifle. 

But the avarice of the Chimfi^ m 
ing the good intelligence which 
twcen the magiilrates and criminals, 
prompts them to defraud the perfoE 
they arc pmteded of their Ihare 
lage- A ihort time after the above 
the Mandarine attendant on the fhi 
licved by another, the Commod 
top-mafl from his fterrr, which h 
rowed at Macm^ and being extrem 
W nfcover it, offered a coufiderabk 
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any who would bring it again. Soon after he 
was informed by the Mandarine, that fome of 
his attendants had found it, and defired the 
Commodore to fend his boats fq^it, which 
being done, the Mandarine's people received 
the reward. • But befides this, the Commo- 
dore had told the Mandarine, that he would 
make him a prefent for his care in diredling it 
to be fearched for, and accordingly gave his 
linguift fome money, with orders to deliver it 
to the Mandarine, but the linguift being igno- 
rant, that a further prefent had been promifed, 
kept the money himfelf. However, the Man- 
darine confiding in Mr. Anfon^s promife, took 
occafion one mornihg to admire the iize of the 
Centurion^ i mails, and from thence made a di- 
greffion to the top-maft, which had been loft, 
and afked Mr. An/on if he had not got it again. 
Mr. Anfon foon perceived what he amied at, 
and inquired if he had not received the money 
from the linguift, and finding he had not, 
offered to pay him immediately ; but this the 
Mandarine refufed, having iome more im- 
portant affair in view. For the next day the 
linguift being feized, was fined all he had got 
in the Commodore's fervice, which was fup- 
pofed to be little lefs than 2000 dollars, and 
was befides fo feverely baftinadoed, that it was 
a wonder he efcaped with his life. But when 
the Commodore, to whom he afterwards came 
a begging, upbraided him with his folly in 
rilking the fevere chaftifement, and the lofs of 
all he was worth for the fake of 50 dollars, 
of which he had defrai'^ed the Ma.'wiaxvcv'^ ^^ 
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had no other excufe to make, but crying In hi^ 
broken jargon, Chine/e man njeiy great rogue 
truly ; hut have fajkion no can help. 

There wbuld be no end of recounting all 
the frauds, extortions, and artifices praolfed 
by thefe felfifh people on the Commodore. A» 
the method of buying proviiions la" China is by 
weight, they ufed the moll incredible methods, 
to augment the weight (if what they fold to 
Mr. An/on. Thus a large quantity of fowls 
and ducks being bought fot the llap*s ftore, 
the greateft part of them prefently died, whick 
alarmed alt on board from the apprehenfion of 
their being poifoned ; but on examination it 
was found to oe owing to their being cranmied 
with Hones and gravel to increafe their weight ; 
the quantity thus forced into mod of the ducks 
amounting to ten ounces in each. The hogs 
bought ready killed, had water injected into 
them for the fame purpofe, fa that a carcafe 
hung up all night for the water to drain out 
of it, loft above a ftone of its weight. Ta 
avoid this ch^at, the Commodore bought the 
hogs alive, when it was difcovered, that the 
Chine/e gave them fait to increafe their thirll, 
and having made them drink great quantities 
of water, took meafures to prevent their dif- 
charging it. As the Chine/e never fcruple 
eating any food that dies ofitfelf, they prac- 
tifed another artifice ; when the Commodore 
£rft put to fea from Macao, they by fome fe- 
cret pra6liccs contrived that great part of his 
live iloTQ fhould die in a ihort time after it 
was pat on board, auA \,v^o ^JtoJu^^ ^^ ^^^ hogs 
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dying before the Centurion was out of fight of 
landj Ihe was followed by many of the Chinefi 
boats, with no other view bat to pick up the 
carcafles. 

Towards the end of September the Commo- 
modore finding that he was deceived by thofe 
who had contracted to fupply him with fea pro- 
vifions, and that the Viceroy had not according 
to his promife invited him to an interview, 
found it impoifible to farmoont the difficulty 
he was under, without going to Canton and vi-* 
fiting the Viceroy. He therefore prepared for 
this expedition : The boat's crew were cloathed 
in an uniform 6xt£ty refembling that of the 
watermen on the Thames* They were in num- 
ber 18, and a coxfwain ; they had fcarlet jack- 
ets, and blue filk waiitcoats, the whole trimmed 
with filver buttons^ and had alfo iilver badges 
on their jackets and caps. As it was appre- 
hended that the cuftomary duties would be de- 
manded by the regency of Canton for the 
Centurion and her prize, and would be infifted 
on previous to their granting a permiflion to 
victual the (hip, the Commodore who had re- 
folved never to eftabliih fo difhonourable a pre- 
cedent, appointed Mr. Brett to be Captain of 
the Centurion under him, diredting him, in cafe 
he ihould be detained at Canton on account of 
the duties in difpute, to deflroy the Centurion's 
prize, and then to proceed down the river 
through the Bocca Tigris^ and to remain with- 
out that entrance, till he received farther or- 
ders. On the 13 th oi O^ober the Commodore 
cotitinuing firm to his i«foVaX\o^> ^'^as. '^'^- 
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percargoes of the EngUjhy Danijhy and Sivedifi 
jhips came on board the Centurion to accompany 
him to Canton, for which city he the fame 
day fet out in his barge, attended by his own 
boats, and by thofe of the trading Ihips which 
were fent to augment his retinue. As he paffed 
by Wampo^ where the European veflels lay, he 
was falutcd by all of them, except the French, 
and the fame evening arrived fafe at Canton. 

The Commodore on his arrival at' that city, 
was viiited by the principal Chinefi merchants, 
who promifed to inform the Viceroy of his 
being at Canton ; but the next day pretended 
that his Excellency was fb bufy, that there was 
ho getting admittance to him. They then pre- 
poilefled the fupercargoes of the Englijh (hips, 
with a fear of being embroiled with me govern- 
ment, and of fuffering in their interefts ; when 
to quiet the uneafinefs of thefe fupercargoes, 
Mr. Anfon confented not to take any imme- 
diate ftep for getting admittance to the Vice- 
roy, provided the Chinefe, who contra6led to 
furnilh his provifions, would let him fee that 
his bread was baked, his meat faked, and his 
ilores prepared with the utmoft difpatch ; but 
notwithftanding the equity of thefe conditions, 
many difficulties and objedions were urged, 
nor would the Chinefe agree to the propofal, 
till the Commodore had confented to pay for 
every article before it was put in hand. While 
the Ilores and prov^ifions were getting ready, 
the merchants continually entertained Mr. Anfon 
with accounts of their various endeavours to 
jrocurc a licence from ihe Vicerov^ and their 
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frequent difappointments. But at length every 
thing being compleated and ready to be Ihipped, 
he refolved to demand an audience of the Vice- 
roy, as he found that without this ceremony, 
it would be difficult to obtain permiffion to 
take his ftores on board. Mr. Anfon there- 
fore fent one of his officers to the Mandarine 
who commanded the guard of the principal 
gate of CantoHy with a* letter diredled to the 
Viceroy. This Mandarine received the officer 
very civilly, took down the contents* of the 
letter in Cbinefey promifing that the Viceroy 
ihould be immediately acquainted with it, and 
that a mcfTage ihould be lent to the Commo- 
dore. Mr. Anfon had been under great diffi- 
culties about a proper interpreter, but he hap- 
pily prevailed with Mr. Flinty an Englijh gen- 
tleman belonging to the faftory, who fpoke 
Chinfife perfeSly well, to accompany his offi- 
cer. He had been left at Canton when a youth, 
and was upon that, and many other occaiions, 
of fignal fervice to the Commodore. 

Two days after the above letter was fent, 
a fire broke out in the fuburbs of Canton, Mr. 
An/on on the firft alarm went thither to affift 
the Cbinefiy attended by his officers and boat's 
crew. When he found that it begun in a 
failor's fhed, and that by the flightnefs of the 
buildings, and the timorous aukwardnefs of the 
Chinefiy it was getting a-head. But obferving 
that it was running along a wooden cornice, 
which blazed fiercely, and would ibon fpread 
the flame to a great diftance, he ordered his 
people to begin with pulling the cornice dj^M^xv^ 



214 Commodore Anson's VOYAGE 
which would foon have been executed; but 
being told, that as there was no Mandarine 
there, who alone has a power to diredl on 
thefe occafions, the Chimfe would make him 
pay for whatever was pulled down by his or- 
ders, he directed his attendants to defift, and 
fent them to the EngUJh fadiory, to affift in fe- 
curing the company's treafure and effedls, it 
being eafy to forefee» that no dlilance could 
be a protection againft the rage of fuch a 
£re, where fo little was done to put a Hop 
to it. All this while the Chinefe werjc con- 
tented with viewing it, and now and then 
holding; one of their idols near it, which they 
feemed to expedl fhould check its progrefs. At 
laft, however, a Mandarine came from the dty, 
attended by four or five hundred firemen, who 
made fome feeble efforts to pull down the 
neighbouring houfes ; but by this time the ^rt 
Lad fpread prodigioufly, and was got a- 
mongft the Merchants warehoufes, and the 
Chinefe firemen wanting both flcill and fpirit^ 
were unable to check its fury, fo that it en- 
creafed fo faft, that it was feared the whole 
city would be deftroyed. In this general con- 
fufion, the Viceroy himfelf went thither, and 
a mefTage was fent to the Commodore to en- 
treat him to afford his afliftance, and to let him 
know that he might take fuch meafures as 
he thought prudent for extinguifhing the 
conflagration. Upon this, the Commodore 
went thither a fecond time, with about 40 of 
his people, who in the fight of the whole 
city everted themfelves in fo extraordinary a 
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manner, as in that country was altogether with- 
out example. They behaved with a boldnefs 
and agility peculiar to Tailors, and feemed ra- 
ther animated than deterred by the flames and 
buildings, among which they exerted them- 
felves; whence by their refolution and adli- 
vity, the £re, to the amazement of the Cbinefe, 
was foon extinguifhed, and the buildings be- 
ing all on one floor, and the materials flight, 
the Teamen, notwithflanding their daring be- 
haviour, efcaped with a few inconflderable 
burns and bruifes. 

This Are confumed 100 fliops and 1 1 flreets 
full of warehoufes, fo that the damage amount- 
ed to an immenfe fum, and one of the Chinee 
merchants, well known to the EngUJhy was fup- 
pofed to lofe for his own fliare near 200,000 /• 
iterline. The principal reaibn of its raging 
with iuch violence was, there being large quan- 
tities of camphire in many of the warehoufes, 
which produced a column of white flame, and 
blazed up into the air to fuch a prodigious 
height, that it was plainly feen on board the 
Centurion^ notwithilanding her being at lead 30 
miles diflant. 

While Mr. An/on and his pepple were endea- 
vouring to extinguifli the fire, and the whole 
city were poflfefSd with the terror of its be- 
coming general, feveral of the mod confider- 
able Chine/e merchants applied to Mr. ArJoJi^ 
to befeech him to let each of them have one of 
his foldiers, for fuch they filled his boat's - 
cfew^ from the uniformity of their drefs, to 
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guard their ware houft^s and dwelUags, which 
from the diihonefhr of - th^ . popiilacey ^they 
apprehended would be pliinamd^iii the ts- 
molt. This'fcqneft Mr. j^jfisi graitec^-ind 
all the men thus 'emplo^' bmved noeh 
to the &tis£i£kiohof the .mmhahts,. -who 
afterwards highl)^ applandied ^fo-BdcBC]^ and 
diligence. • . ' * . 

The intrepiditf of ike Enjrlrfit, iij-'^Httdhea 
ftop to the £re, and dieir pradenct'«dd'£»- 
nclly where iktjwereempiojIA/itV^^ 
was the general fubjed of coQyet£itid& anMig' 
;ehe ChtnTfe^ and; the next morning \if«ny of die 
principal inhaUt«its w«ited«on> ike' GoanBO-' 
^re to thank him foflm affifbnce^'fiedf dwn> 
injr, that hie.had preferved the dfv'fnfih bdnjj^ 
intirely confomedy fince thejf comd lieiAeT have 
extinguiihed the fire of tbemfelves. -Soia after 
the (5)inmodore received a mef!age fioih the 
Viceroy, appointing the 30th of Novemhr for 
his audience, * which fudden refolution was 
owing to the iignal fervices performed by Mr. 
u4?:fG» and his people on this occaiion. 

The Commodore was much pleafed at ha- 
ving his audience fixed,, fince he was convin- 
ced that the Chine fe goverment would not have 
come to this determination, had ; they not re- 
folvcd to give up their pretenli6ns9to the du- 
ties they claimed, and to graiit him every 
tiling he could rcafonably defire. The Com- 
modore therefore prepared for tliis; event, and 
engaged Mr. Flhit to a£t as an interpreter in 
tJic conference. 

On 
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On the day appointed, a Mandarine came to 
the Commodore at 10 o'clock in the morning, 
to let him know that the Viceroy was pre- 
pared, and expe&cd him ; on which the Com- 
modore and his retinue immediately fet out. 
At his entering the outward gate ot the city, 
he found a guard of aoo ibldiers, who attend- 
ed him to die treat parade before the Empe- 
ror's palace, where the Viceroy then refided, 
and where a body of troops, to the number 
of io,cxx>, were drawn up under arms, and 
being all new doathed for this new ceremony, 
made a very fine appearance. The Commo- 
dore, with his retinue^ having pafled through 
the middle of them, was conduced to the great 
hall of audience, where the Viceroy was feat- 
ed under a rich canopy in the Emperor's chair 
of ftate, with all his Council of Mandarines 
attending him. There was a vacant feat, in 
which the Commodore was placed on his ar- 
rival, which was the third mm the Viceroy, 
there being only above him the Chiefs of the 
Law and the Treafury, who in the Chine/e go- 
vernment precede all military officers. When 
the Conunodore had taken his feat, he ad- 
dreffed himfelf to'die Viceroy by his inter- 
preter, and began with mentioning the various 
methods he had taken ta.^^^tain an audience; the 
delays he had met widff^^uid the iniincerity of 
thofe he had employed, Whicbkad obliged ^tb 
to fend his own officer with a letter to the gate. 
The Viceroj* here interrupted the interpreter, 
and bid him afTure the Commodore, that the 
Vol. VIL U ^^^ 
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firll knowloiige he haU of \m being at Camm^ 
wiiis from tliat letter* The Commodore then 
complained to him of feveral grievances fuf- 
ferred by tlie Eaft -India company from the 
vexatious impofitiona of the merchants, and 
inferior cullom-houfe officers, and at length 
entered npon his own affairs^ and informed 
the Viceroyp that this was the proper feafoa 
for returning to Enrefe^ That he wanted onljr 
a licence to Ihip oiF his provifians and (lores/ 
which were aH ready, and that a$ Too n as he 
had gotten his neceflariea on board, he intend- 
ed to leave the river of QmUn and fail for £np 
/^W, To this the Viceroy replied, that the 
licence fliould be immediately ifiued, and that 
the following day every thing fhould be or- 
dertfd on board, then finding Mr. j^n/on had 
nothing further to inM on, he for fomc time 
continued the converfation, acknowledged, in 
vt-ry civil terms, how much the Chinefi were 
obliged to him, for his fignal fervices at the 
fire, and owned that he had faved the city 
from being deilroyed ; then obferving, that 
the Centurion had been a good while on their 
coafl, he vvifhed the Commodore a profperoos 
voyage to Europe^ after which the Commodore 
thanking him for his civility and afliilancey 
took his leave. 

The Commbdore was no fooner out of the 
hall, than he was much pr^fTed to go into a 
neighbouring apartment, where an entertain- 
ment was provided, but finding that the Viceroy 
was not to be prefent, he declined the invitation, 

and 
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ind departed, attended in the iame manner 
as at his arrivaU only, on his leaving the city 
he was (aluted by three guns, which are the 
moft that are ever fired by the Chinefi on any 
ceremony. 

The Commodore had now, to his great joy, 
at lafl finifhed this troublefome afiair ; had pro* 
cured a licence for (hipping ofF his ftores, 
and eftablifhed an authentic precedent, by 
which his Majefty's fhips of war, will for the 
future be exempted fW>m the payment of duty 
in any of thefe Chine/e ports. 

The Commodore's provifions were begun to 
be fent on board, according to the Viceroy's 
promife, the day fucceeding the audience, and 
four days after the Conunodore embarked for 
the Centuriofty and all preparations for putting 
to fea, were purfued with fuch vigour, that on 
the 7 th oi December y the Centurion and her prize 
unmoored, and on the 12th anchored before 
Macaoy where the merchants of that town pur- 
chafed the galleon for 6000 dollars, which was 
much below her value ; but thefe merchants 
indfted on thefe unequal terms, from their 
knowing the Commodore's impatience to pac 
to fea, and ihe being delivered up on the icth 
of December 1 7439 the Centurion the fame day 
got under fail, and the 3d of January (he came 
to an anchor at Princess iflandin theftreights of 
Sunday where fhe continued taking in wood 
and water till the 8th, and then itanding for 
the Cape of Good Hope, anchored in Table bay 
on the 1 ith of March. This Dutch fettlemetv^ 
U z '^-^ 



13 the beft provided of any m the known 
worid, for the refreihmeBt of feamen after long 
voyage 8, The Commodore condnued there 
ttll the beginning of jf/rriiy highly delighted 
with the pidturefque appearance of the court try, 
the healthinefs of its air^ and its extraordinary 
sfcccommodations- WhiJ« he Jlaid there he en- 
entered about 40 new men,- and Oft the 3d of 
jfyril ly^i having cctnpleated takii^ in water 
fuid provifions, pat to fea. On the 19th of 
/ijtrilt the Cintnrim was within fight of the 
ifland of St. Helenu, but did not touch at it* 
On the loth of Junt he fpoke with an Engkfir 
fliip bound for Fhiiad^iphm, from whom the 
Commodore received the Erfi intelligence of a 
French war, and though there was at that 
time a confidcrable Fnnch Heet cniiftng in the 
chops of the channel, the dnturiofi ran tli rough, 
being aJl the time concealed by a fog, lo 
ihort on the 15th of the f^me month, to the 
inexpreiUble joy of the whole crew^ the Gw- 
turion came to an anchor at Spiihead. Thoi 
after a feries of the moll extraordinary ad- 
ventures, and the moft dreadful fcenes of di- 
flrefa, did they encompafs the globe in three 
years and nine months. All ^j^j^Aa*^ rejoiced 
at the news ; the trea fores taken by the Ciw- 
iutim^ were conveyed in many waggons* 
adorned with Spmifl? flagfij through the ftrects 
of London^ amidil the acclamations of the mul- 
titudes Mr. Jnfoft was juftly loaded with 
honour, and the meaneft ^or who hadfhared 

in 
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in all the dangers and diftrefTes of thefe glo- 
rious enterprizes, had not only the {AOmC" 
tion of having contributed to humble the pride 
of the enemies of his country; but of being 
made rich with the fpoils. 



TJbe End of the Seventh Volame% 
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